Printed for the use of the Foreign Office. December 1881. 


CONFIDENTIAL. 
(4568.) 


—$< 


PART ds 


CORRESPONDENCE, 


RESPECTING THE 


AFFAIRS OF NORTH AFRICA. 


March to June 1881. 


4 


En offrant cet objet d’art & M. Roustan, le premier Député de Ja nation a prononcé le 


discours suivant :-— 


«* M. le Ministre, Sie 
“ Les Francais et protégés Francais, établis dans la Régence de Tunis, vous offrent 
p gals ge 


cette coupe ; veuillez l’accepter comme un témoignage unanime de leur vive sympathie et 4 


en souvenir des services que vous n’avez cessé de rendre a la colonie. 


“Tls ont tenu 4 honneur, aux jours difficiles que nous traversons, d’affirmer leurs 


sentiments de haute estime pour le digne Représentant de la République. 

“La situation s’est bien modifiée depuis quelque temps en ce qui concerne nos 
rapports avec le Gouvernement Local. 

“L’opposition plus ou moins déguisée faite par le Gouvernement Tunisien 4 l’acquisi- 


tion de toute propriété par des Francais; les obstacles mis par ce méme Gouvernement & _ 


l’exécution des Concessions déja obtenues par des Compagnies Frangaises ; les difficultés, 
our nos nationaux, d’obtenir justice au Bardo, dans leurs différends avec les sujets 
indigénes ; les insultes et les actes de violence, contre les personnes et contre les propriétés, 
commis sur notre frontiére et qui demeurent impunis, constituent un ensemble qui motive 
notre légitime inquiétude. | 
~ “De son cété, la France avait toujours été, avant la conquéte de |’Algérie, la plus 
ancienne comme la plus fidéle alliée de la Régence de Tunis, et, depuis cinquante ans que 
cette conquéte est accomplie, elle a toujours suivi, vis-a-vis de la Tunisie, une politique 
de désintéressement, en s’appliquant a la protéger contre toute ingérence étrangére et en 
s’efforcant, par son industrie et par ces capitaux, de la mettre au niveau du progrés et de 
la civilisation. 
“ Nous n’avons, pour |’établir, qu’d choisir parmi les ceuvres bienfaisantes dont notre 
pays a doté successivement la Tunisie. 
“La restauration de l’ancien aqueduct de Carthage, qui a été accomplie par des 


capitaux, des entrepreneurs, et sous la direction d’ingénieurs Frangais; |’établissement du 


télégraphe Francais dans toute la Régence; l’organisation du service postal; la construc- 
tion de 200 kilom. de chemins de fer traversant les plaines les plus fertiles du pays et les 
mettant en communication avee Tunis et l’Algérie; la création d’une Banque de Crédit 
ui a considérablement abaissé le taux de l’intérét et facilitera le développement de 
Yagriculture, du commerce, et de l'industrie, sont autant de créations Francaises. 

‘Et si influence d’une nation sur un autre pays ne se mesure pas seulement au 
nombre de ses nationaux qui y résident, mais 4 importance des intéréts qu’elle y a établis, 
la France est sans rivale possible en Tunisie. 

**Nous avons, en effet, par l’Algérie, 300 kilom. de frontiére commune avec la 
Régence. I] y aen France pour 100,000,000 de la dette Tunisienne qui s’éléve, au total, 
& 125,000,000. Nous avons, depuis deux siécles, le privilége exclusif de la péche du 
corail sur les cétes de la Régence, depuis I’Ile de Tabarque jusqu’aux confins de la 
Tripolitaine. Nous avons les postes, nous avons le télégraphe. “Plus de 50,000,000 
piastres de propriétés possédées par les Francais. ‘Le commerce d’importation qui se fait 
a Tunis est de beaucoup plus important pour la France que pour les autres nations. 

‘« Enfin, nous avons 200 kilom. de voie ferrée déja construite, autant de concédée, et 
les derniéres concessions comportent 1|’établissement d’tn port a Tunis, auquel aboutiront 
tous les chemins de fer construits ou & construire, et qui deviendra, par 14 méme, le centre 
et l’entrepdt d’un commerce considérable. 

“Ce sont la, M. le Ministre, des intéréts de premier ordre qui doivent solliciter vivement 
lattention et la vigilance du Gouvernement de la République. 

“ Or, tous ces avantages et tous les sacrifices que la France a faits depuis cinquante ans 
pour ce pays afin de l’élever et de le mettre au niveau de la civilisation; les intéréts 
multiples et considérables de nos nationaux qui y sont établis; le vaste programme des 
grands travaux d’utilité publique* déjA accomplis ou a accomplir; la sécurité de nos 
frontiéres Algériennes dont dépend, dans l’avenir, la conservation de notre belle colonie, 
tout cela se trouve 4 la veille d’étre & jamais compromis par la nouvelle attitude du 
Gouvernement Tunisien 4 notre égard et par son impuissance de plus en plus manifeste a 
faire respecter nos frontiéres par ses sujets. 

“Cette situation est pleine de périls; il était du devoir de la colonie, qui en est le 
témoin oculaire, de la signaler au Gouvernement de la République, auquel nous vous prions, 
M. le Ministre, de vouloir bien transmettre cette adresse, convaincus, tous que nous 
sommes, que le Gouvernement Républicain, fidéle aux grandes traditions de la politique 
Francaise, saura, * des mesures promptes et efficaces, et au besoin énergiques, faire 

par le Gouvernement du Bey de Tunis les intéréts de la colonie et l’antique 
et légitime influence que la France s’est conquise par ses nombreux bienfaits envers la 


Régence. 
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“Nous formons tous le voeu ardent, M. le Ministre, que le Gouvernement de le 
République vous conserve 2 la téte de la colonie pour accomplir cette ceuvre de réparation, 
€t que, de méme que vous avez été jusqu’ici 4 la peine, vous soyez 4 l’honneur quand sera 
Venu le moment de la recueillir.” 


M. le Ministre Plénipotentiaire a répondu en ces termes :— 


“M. le Premier Député, 
“ Je suis profondément touché de la démarche que vous venez faire auprés de moi au 
hom de la colonie et 4 sa téte. Je l’'apprécie comme le plus grand honneur de ma carriére. 


en vous remerciant tous, Messieurs, pour le magnifique souvenir dont vous avez voulu 


Vaccompagner, j’ai hate d’ajouter que je ne me méprends pas sur le véritable sens de cette 
Manifestation qui serait hors de proportion avec son objet si elle ne visait que ma personne 
t mes faibles services. 
, “Vous n’avez pas voulu seulement donner une marque de précieuse sympathie au 
teprésentant de la République. Vous avez tenu surtout a témoigner, en approuvant sa 
Conduite, de la légitimité des droits qu’il soutient ici; vous avez été émus, en effet, des 
efforts que l’on tente pour tromper opinion publique dans ce pays et en Europe, en 
amoindrissant la question pour arriver 4 la dénaturer et en essayant de substituer mon 
umble personnalité au grand pays que je représente et dont on espére, par ce subterfuge, 
avoir meilleur marché. On m’a accusé de sacrifier 4 un ridicule amour-propre ou 4 je ne 
Sais quelle ambition chimérique les véritables intéréts de notre pays. Ce reproche, 
essieurs, le plus grave que l’on puisse adresser 4 un Agent Diplomatique, vous venez de 
M’en laver et nul n’avait plus d’autorité que vous pour le faire, vous les juges les mieux 
Placés et qui seriez certainement les premiers & me condamner si j’avais pu oublier a ce 
Point mes devoirs envers vous et envers la France. 
“Tl est malheureusement vrai que nous éprouvons en ce moment, de la part du 
ouvernement Local, des difficultés et, je ne dirai pas des dénis, mais des retards de justice 
qui peuvent compromettre les intéréts importants de nos nationaux et qui ont motivé vos 

Zitimes inquiétudes, dont je me ferai un devoir de transmettre expression a M. le 

inistre des Affaires Etrangéres. 

Mais vous pouvez compter que la sollicitude du Gouvernement de la République est 

déja éveillée sur toutes ces questions et que son énergique appui ne leur fera pas défaut. 

ous devons espérer aussi en la sagesse du Bey qui n’a jamais cessé détre l'objet 

égards du Gouvernement Frangais et de son Représentant, et qui saura certaine- 

Ment se soustraire aux conseils intéressés 4 le mettre en défiance contre un pays qui 

i que vous venez de le rappeler, a toujours été le plus fidele ami et le plus ferme 
appui du sien. 

_ “Maintenant, Messieurs, laissez-moi vous dire combien je suis heureux, combien je 
Suis fier de cet lan sispontané, si patriotique qui vous a portés autour du pavillon aussitot 
que vous l’avez cru menacé. Ainsi entouré, fort de votre appui et de l’approbation de M. 
le Ministre des Affaires Etrangéres, dont je viens de recevoir de nouvelles et précieuses 
assurances, je tiendrai 4 honneur de poursuivre ma mission, dont on a vainement tenté de 
travestir objet et qui tend uniquement a assurer la sécurité et la prospérité de la Régence, 
€n méme temps que la conservation des droits placés sous notre protection.” 


EE 


No. 8. 


Mr. Reade to Earl Granville-—(Received March 31.) 


(No. 33.) 
My Lord, : Tunis, March 24, 1881. 
_ WITH reference to my despatch No. 32 of yesterday, relative to the menacing 
attitude which France has assumed in her political relations with this country, and the 
quieting effects resulting therefrom, I have the honour to inclose a copy of a letter 
Which the Bey has addressed to M. Roustan on the subject of the Memorial presented to the 
latter by asection of the French subjects residing in Tunis. 
__ It is at his Highness’ special request that I submit this paper to your Lordship’s con- 
Sideration. | 
_ The Bey, it will be observed, is much pained at this uniriendly demonstration against 
him and his Government, as he is not conscious of having ever turned a deaf ear to any 
demand on the part of a French subject for justice. 
Among those who have signed the Memorial are men who are actually in the service 
Of the fone depend upon his Highness for their very means of subsistence, besides 
C 
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others whose entire fortune has been realized in this country under the benignant sway 0! 
the Government they now so unwarrantably impeach. a 
_ The unfairness of the whole demonstration, and more especially the publication of the 
address, without appending to it the signatures that are borne on the original document, 
has excited the indignation of the whole of the European community here, except the 
inconsiderable number of Frenchmen to whom I have already alluded. “4 
Some of the leading French journals refer to an alleged stoppage of works on 9 
railway in Tunis, for which a French Company had obtained a Concession from the Bey; 
and this yoo prt grievance appears to be mentioned in the Roustan address. Regarding 
this matter, | may be permitted to state that, although some difference did lately arise 
between the French Company and the Tunisian Government as to the line that was being 
traced out between this city and a neighbouring station, that difference never assumed @ 
serious character, and has since been settled by M. Roustan’s acceding to the justness oF 
the Tunisian view of the case. It will scarcely, however, be conceived in Europe that, 
notwithstanding this Company has actually commenced its works on the railway i0- 
question, and, as above stated, experienced for a short time an unavoidable check, they 
have not to this day presented for the Bey’s approval the complete scheme or statement of 
conditions by which they must be guided in their undertaking. . 
My Italian and German colleagues have been furnished with copies of the Bey’s letter. 
~ M. Roustan, and requested by his Highness to communicate them to their respective 
vernments. | 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) THOS. F. READE. 


Inclosure in No. 8. 


The Bey of Tunis to M. Roustan. 
(Traduction.) . 

DEPUIS quelque temps déja la presse Européenne s’occupe de la Tunisie, sans que — 
notre Gouvernement ait, jusqu’a présent, cru devoir préter grande attention aux nouvelles | 
contradictoires publiées dans les différents pays. La presse d’ Algérie, entre autres, n’a pas — 
épargné les attaques les plus vives contre Administration Tunisienne et contre ses — 
fonctionnaires. Elle est allée jusqu’a prétendre que les querelles trop fréquentes entre les 
Arabes de la frontiére étaient, sinon l’ceuvre de notre Gouvernement, tout au moins — 
rendues possibles par son indifférence vis-a-vis des coupables. q 

Notre Gouvernement a pu envisager sans aucune appréhension ces attaques, dans la — 
persuasion ow il a toujours été que nos sentiments bien connus d’amitié envers la France, — 
et les actes par lesquels nous avons si souvent eu occasion de les manifester, auraient 
amplement suffi 4 justifier notre Gouvernment aux yeux de toute personne qui se 
donnerait la peine de juger la situation sans parti pris, et avec impartialité. Aujourd’hui, 
cependant, une manifestation d’une gravité exceptionnelle vient d’avoir lieu, et notre 
Gouvernement, craignant qu’un silence par trop prolongé ne puisse fausser |’opinion 
publique 4 son égard, croirait manquer 4 son devoir s’il ne rappelait pas l’attention du 
Gouvernement de la République sur le véritable état des choses en Tunisie. | 

En effet, par une adresse qui vous a été officiellement remise et dont personne ici 
n’ignore le contenu, une grande partie de la colonie Frangaise se plaint que ses intéréts 
sont lésés, que ses droits de propriété ne sont pas respectés, que la sécurité individuelle est — 
compromise, et qu’enfin les engagements contractés par l’Administration Tunisienne envers 
ses compatriotes sont méconnus. Elle demande, en conséquence, que le Gouvernement de 
la République en soit informé et que des mesures promptes et au besoin énergiques soient — 
prises pour mettre un terme aux inconvénients d’un pareil état de choses. 

Rien n’est plus facile que de réfuter une 4 une toutes ces accusations. Personne, en 
effet, ne saurait contester que les citoyens Frangais ne possédent tranquillement dans la 
Régence leurs propriétés immobiliéres, 4 l’égal des sujets des autres Puissances. Chacun 
peut constater, de la maniére la plus évidente, que labsence de tout attentat prouve 
combien la sécurité personnelle des étrangers en général n’a aucun danger Acourir. Le 
bon vouloir gue notre Gouvernement a toujours mis 4 seconder toutes les entreprises dans 
lesquelles les Francais sont intéressés, atteste de son empressemeat a maintenir scrupuleuse- 
ment ses engagements envers eux. Dans ses relations, enfin, avec la France et ses 
Représentants, notre Gouvernement croit fermement s’étre toujours montré non seulement 
disposé & tenir le plus grand compte de l’amitié d’un voisin puissant et respecté, mais il 
lui a constamment prouvé l'importance qu'il attachait 4 cette amitié, en secondant, avec 
une déférence des plus marquées, tous ses désirs et souvent méme en les devangant. La — 
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preuve en est dans les nombreuses entreprises accordées aux Francais, et dont l'état 
orissant exclut entiérement qu’elles aient di lutter contre la moindre mauvaise volonté de 
la part de notre Gouvernement. 

C’est avec peine que nous entrons dans tous ces détails que nous aurions cru parfaite- 
ment inutile d’énumérer, sans l’acte d’accusation publié, par lequel on cherche a discréditer 
notre Gouvernement auprés du Cabinet Frangais et a motiver, 4 son égard, le mécontente- 
ment de la France. 

, Une démarche aussi peu justifiée de la part de la colonie Francaise ne saurait, toutefois, 
qu’offrir 4 notre Gouvernement loccasion de déclarer, comme il vient de le faire, ses 
propres sentiments, et d’appeler lui-méme le Gouvernement Frangais 4 apprécier sa 
Conduite et A lui rendre la tranquillité qui, dans l’intérét de tous, lui est si nécessaire. 

Convaincu comme il est de n’avoir en rien manqué 4 ses devoirs internationaux avec 
_le Gouvernement de la République, notre Gouvernement désire aussi ardemment que ses 

nnes intentions ne soient méconnues par personne, ni surtout dénaturées par un 
document public. C’est en nous inspirant aux mémes principes qui ont toujours été la 
récle de notre conduite que nous tenons un juste compte des -intéréts Francais engagés 

ans ce pays. 

C’est pourquoi, en présence d’une accusation si immérité, qui cherche 4 compromettre 
notre Gouvernement dans l’opinion de celui de la France, nous nous en remettons a l’esprit 
équitable des hommes éminents qui dirigent les affaires d’Etat de la puissante nation 

rancaise, notre voisine, et nous ne saurions douter un seul instant qu’une appréciation 
Consciencieuse et loyale de la situatior. ne nous justifie complétement. 

Nous espérons que le Gouvernement de la République ne voudra pas nous refuser 
cette marque de sympathie dans un but de stricte justice, et nous donner, a cette occasion, 
une preuve de plus des dispositions amicales qu'il a toujours montrées envers nous et dont 
hous lui sommes extrémement reconnaissants. 

Nous vous prions, M. le Chargé d’ Affaires, de vouloir bien, avec votre bienveillance 
habituelle, communiquer notre présente lettre 4 votre Gouvernement. 

Ecrit le 24 Rabi Ettani, 1298 (24 Mars, 1881). 


rnc Sn Sn 
No. 9. 


Sir A. Paget to Earl Granville-—(Received April 5.) 
(No. 37.) 
(Telegraphic.) Rome, April 5, 1881. 
GREAT anxiety here respecting French intentions towards Tunis. 
The Ministry for Foreign Affairs has intelligence that the Corps d’Armée of Mont- | 
“oare and Marseilles are to be mobilized to replace contingents to be sent from Algiers to 
unisian frontier, and that six large transports are to prepare immediately for their 
conveyance. , ; 


a 


No. 10. 


Lord Lyons to Earl Granville.—(Received April 6.) 
(No. 310.) 
My Lord, Paris, April 5, 1881. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 305 of the day before yesterday, I have the 
honour to inform your Lordship that declarations respecting the recent disorders on the 
frontier of Tunis and Algeria were made yesterday or behalf of the Government in 
the Senate by M. Jules Ferry, the Prime Minister, and in the Chamber of Deputies by 
General Farre, the Minister of War. 

M. Jules Ferry announced to the Senate that measures had been taken to put an end 
to a state of things which had become intolerable, and that sufficient forces were assembled 
+ — the unsubdued tribes and to put it out of their power to recommence their 
attacks, 

General Farre informed the Chamber of Deputies that as soon as sufficient forces were 
collected to chastise these robbers the Government would act with the full vigour which 
Such a state of things required. 

_ I have the honour to transmit to your Lordship the text of the declarations as given 
in the “ Journal Officiel’ this morning. | 

I inclose also telegrams published in the unofficial newspapers this morning respecting 
measures taken, especially at Toulon, to send forces to the frontier of Tunis. 
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No. 11. 


0. 16.) Mr. Reade to Earl Granville—(Received April 6.) 
elegraphic.) | : Tunis, April 5, 1881. 

A VERBAL message from French Chargé d’Affaires to the Bey confirms the 
announcement of the French newspapers and Havas Agency that the French Government 
has decided to send a military force across the frontier and chastise the Tunisian tribe of 
[? Hamir, notwithstanding energetic measures taken by the Bey to maintain order on his 
side. Great excitement prevails along the frontier, and the Tunisian Arabs [two groups 
Wrong}, fearing invasion, have taken up arms. Alleged aggression on part of the latter 
Not officially confirmed. If found necessary, the Bey will send his brother and a camp 
of 5,000 men to the frontier. In a conversation yesterday with the Prime Minister, 

Roustan expressed himself satisfied with the energetic action of the Bey. The 
above-mentioned decision of the French Government, if true, is therefore premature. 

view of the serious results that may ensue from the threatened invasion an the 
at may accrue therefrom to British interests, I trust it may be your Lordship’s pleasure 
to ee such steps as may allay uneasiness which so unhappily exists to the detriment of 
“i interests. 
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No. 12. 
Earl Granville to Lord Lyons. 


(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, April 6, 1881, 4°40 P.M. 
INQUIRE of the French Government what is the state of affairs respecting the 
Teported expedition of French troops across the frontier. 
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No. 13. 
Earl Granville to Sir A. Paget. 


0. 206. 
maa Foreign Office, April 6, 1881, 5°10 P.M. 
IN reply to an inquiry which he addressed to me, I have said to the Italian Ambas- 
Sador that I had on several occasions repeated to his Excellency the assurances which I 
ve at different times received from the French Government to the effect that, while 
France claimed to exercise the influence over Tunis which is necessary for a powerful 
Civilized country over a small and less civilized neighbour, she did not desire in any way to 
interfere with the rights of foreign residents or foreign traders in Tunis, and that she had 
QO intention to annex Tunis. I had since received no intimation of any change of policy 
°n the part of the French Government. 
I added that [ observed that in the French Chambers yesterday mention had only 
n made of brigands; no complaint made against the Government of Tunis. 
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No. 14. 


General Menabrea to Earl Granville.—(Received April 6.) 


(Personnelle.) 

- le Comte, Londres, le 6 Avril, 1881, 8 A.m. 
JAT recu cette nuit de M. Cairoli un télégramme par lequel il me fait part de la 
Stande surexcitation que produit 4 Rome la nouvelle d’une expédition Frangaise contre la 
Unisie; il m’annonce, en méme temps, que, ce matin méme, auront lieu, 4 ce sujet, a la 

ambre des Députés, des interpellations qui menacent de prendre un caractére violent. 
Comme I’intérét que nous avons dans cette question ne differe pas de celui de l’Angle- 
, qui est de maintenir l’indépendance du Bey, et afin de pouvoir dire 4 la Chambre 
quelques paroles propres 4 calmer les esprits, M. Cairoli prie votre Excellence, par mon 
‘ntermédiaire, de vouloir bien lui faire savoir, ce matin méme, si c’est possible, si la France 
a fait quelques déclarations rassurantes sur ses projets réels, et quelles seraient l’attitude et 
€s intentions du Gouvernement de la Reine dans le cas ot cette Puissance prendrait 


‘vig gaa de quelques tribus sauvages et barbares pour occuper la Tunisie. 
25 D 
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No. 17. 


Lord Lyons to Eari Granville-—(Received April 7. 
_ (No. 312.) wis eight 
My Lord, Paris, April 6, 1881. 

WITH reference to my despatches No. 305 of the 3rd instant and No. 310 of 
yesterday, I have the honour to transmit to your Lordship further accounts published in 
the newspapers of the preparations for sending a French force to the Tunisian frontier. 

I have, moreover, been informed by Her Majesty’s Consul at Marseilles that orders 
have been sent to Toulon to prepare six transports for sea immediately, and by Her 

ajesty’s Consul at Brest that the iron-clad ‘‘ Redoute ” at that port is being made ready 
for sea, and that the leave of the ship’s company is stated to have been stopped. 

Much importance appears to be attached by the French to the hostility on the part 
of Italy, which they consider to be proved by the publication at Cagliari of a newspaper in 
Arabic called the “Mouskatel.” I inclose a translation of articles in that paper un- 
favourable to France which has appeared in the “ Journal des Débats.” 

Public excitement in this country on the Tunisian question appears to be on the 


increase, 
é I have, &c. 
(Signed) LYONS. 
No. 18. 
Lord Lyons to Earl Granville.—(Received April 7.) 
(No. 313.) 
My Lord, Paris, April 6, 1881. 


WITH reference to my despatches No. 305 of the Ist instant, No. 310 of yesterday, 
and No. 312 of to-day, I have the honour to report to your Lordship that M. Barthélemy 
St. Hilaire spoke to me this afternoon of the incursion of the Kroumirs from the Tunisian 
frontier into Algeria, and of the measures taken in consequence by the French Govern- 
Ment. 

The French territory had, his Excellency said, for many years past suffered from the 
lawlessness of the tribes nominally under the sovereignty of the Bey of Tunis. More 

an 400 incursions of more or less gravity were on record, but this last had surpassed in 
atrocity those which had preceded it. French soldiers had been killed ; the state of the 
frontier had become intolerable ; and the French Government were determined to put a 
Stop, once for all, to these attacks. 

They were, he went on to say, about to senda corps of from 12,000 to 15,000 men 

to the Tunisian frontier to inflict a signal chastisement on the Kroumirs and other lawless 

_ tribes. This number of men would be sent from France, and they would either go 

themselves to the frontier or take the place of troops already in garrison in Algeria, who, 

ing inured to the climate, might perhaps be better adapted for active service in the 
€xpedition. 

The Bey of Tunis would be reminded of his responsability as sovereign of the country 
Whence the incursions proceeded, and would be invited to send troops of his own to 
CO-operate with the French expedition. The French troops would be assembled on the 

nch side of the frontier, and they would not cross the frontier without necessity ; but 
they would be empowered to do so if their military operations required it. Should the 
Necessity for entering the Tunisian territory arise, the French Commander would give the 
Y notice. 

M. Barthélemy St. Hilaire spoke of the operations as if they were to be confined to 
the neighbourhood of the frontier, and to be directed only to the punishment of the lawless 
frontier tribes. 

He proceeded, however, to advert to the general grievances of France against Tunis, 
and said that he hoped the Bey would soon return to his senses and see the impolicy of 
dealing unfairly with French interests. 

M. Barthélemy St. Hilaire repeated the assurances so often given, that he considered 
that the annexation of Tunis to France would be a mistake and a misfortune. It was, 
however, he affirmed, absolutely necessary that French influence should be predominant 
in the Regency, and that French enterprise should have fair play, and, as a natural 
Consequence, take the lead. France could not allow another Power to make Tunis the 

lerum of a lever with which to disturb the French possessions in Africa, 

Having made this allusion to Italy, M. Barthélemy St. Hilaire cited various facts 
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eh and to take measures which would effectually put an end to the occurrence of such 
es. 

He said that the Tunisian Government was hostile to the French, and was encouraged 

ee inns, and by the belief that the English were united with the Italians in this 
Spposition. 

I answered that there unfortunately was a good deal of jealousy between the French 
and the Italians, and that my endeavours had all along been to calm these differences ; that 
he declarations on both sides as to the principles on which they desired to act_ were, if 
Carried out, unobjectionable; and that I had always made a pvuint of repeating such 
: ices to the respective parties whenever they were made to me; that it was of course 
‘possible that outrages should be committed on the French frontiers with impunity, but 

t I had been informed by telegraph yesterday that the Bey was ready to send 5,000 men 
the disturbed district in order to restore order. 

M. Challemel-Lacour said this was impossible, as the Bey had only 3,000 soldiers and 
about 1,200 irregular troops who were more likely to join the natives. I said it was 
‘possible the Bey should think of making war upon such a nation as France. 

I took note of the assurance that there was no intention on the part of France to 
ainex Tunis; and I hoped that while they obtained redress for the particular incident, 
-€y would not exaggerate an affair which might easily create a certain amount of 

tation in other countries. 

M. Challemel-Lacour repeated that there was no intention of annexation; that it was 
€asy for those who were not affected by proceedings which might give France much 
b uble in Algeria to advise moderation, and they did not intend to exaggerate the affair, 

Ut it was necessary for France to take measures to prevent such aggressions. 


Iam, &e. 
(Signed) GRANVILLE. 
aS 


No. 22. 
Sir A. Paget to Earl Granville—(Recewved April 8, 9 A.M.) 


Telegraphic.) | Rome, April 7, 1881, 11 p.m. 
MAJORITY against Ministry 21. They have resigned. 
ET 
No. 23. | 


(Xo 18, | Mr. Reade to Earl Granville.—(Received April 8.) 
Telegraphic.) Tunis, April 7, 1881, 
M; -M. ROUSTAN this day communicated Officially to the Bey a telegram from the 
mil; ter for Foreign Affairs at Paris, announcing that orders had already been given for a 
Ta tary force to punish the Hamir tribe, and that the said military force would operate on 
‘ nisian territory as allies and friends. ‘The French Minister furthermore trusts he can 
unt upon the Bey’s Government sanctioning advance [?] necessary to a temporary 
Ccupation of the valley of the Majerdah. The Bey replies, expressing astonishment at 
© present communication, declares that no demand has been made to him in respect of 
ay specified act of aggression on the part of his subjects on the frontier, remarks on the 
fa reetic measures he has taken for insuring order on his side of the frontier, and insists 
at he is both able and willing to maintain tranquillity in that part of his dominions as 
proved by information just received of the satisfactory results which have been obtained by 
© military expedition of the past week. 
His Highness hopes that on learning the real state of things the French Government 
I not give effect to their above-mentioned decision. Otherwise he must solemnly 
Protest as a vassal of the Sultan against so unjust an invasion of his territory, and hold 
€ French Government responsible for all the consequences that may result therefrom. 
at responsibility would, in my opinion, be all the more serious if the threatened 
Stilities are embarked in without such notice being given as would suffice to place the 
5eneral interests of all foreign subjects in security. 
ve If the invasion do take place, I beg most respectfully to suggest whether it would not 
Well immediately to occupy the port of Bizerta by a British naval force. 


Sg aie Fae ie Seca ees ieee emene watomoraneen (esata nee ond? rem 
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No. 24. 
Earl Granville to Mr. Reade. | 
No. 15.) 5 
elegraphic.) Foreign Office, April 8, 1881, 5°55 P.M. — 


IF your advice is asked, advise the Bey to take all necessary measures to co-ope ate 
with the French in the punishment of any recent outrages. Study the spirit of th 
instructions you have received from the Foreign Office as to differences with France, af e 
maintain a careful reserve. 4 


No. 25. 


Earl Granville to Mr. Reade. 

(No. 21. Extender.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, April 8, 1881. — 

I HAVE received your telegram No. 18 of yesterday, reporting the communicatio® 

which has been made to the Bey by the French Chargé d’Affaires relative to the punish- 

ment of the Hamir tribe and the reply made to M. Roustan by His Highness. j 

Should your advice be sought Her Majesty’s Government desire that you shoul@ 

recommend the Bey to take all necessary measures to co-operate with the French 

authorities in the punishment of any recent outrages committed by the frontier tribes. | 

As to the attitude you yourself should observe, I have to refer you to the spirit o 

the instructions with which I have furnished you with regard to differences with France i® 
Tunis, and to desire that you will maintain a careful reserve. 

Lam, &c. 

(Signed) GRANVILLE. ~ 

ee. .0.0_—C SS 

No. 26. 


Consul-General Playfair to Earl Granville—(Received April 9.) 


My Lord, Algiers, April 4, 1881. 
IN my letter No. 1, dated the 25th January, I informed your Lordship that publi¢ 
opinion in this Colony was in a very excited state regarding the affairs of Tunis, and I 
expressed my opinion that should an excuse for armed intervention be necessary, a most 
unanswerable one would always be ready in the conduct of the Kroumirs. | 

Since then there have been frequent raids on either side of the border, not of a very 
important character, and such as, in other times, would almost have passed unnoticed, of 
at most would have been settled without much difficulty by the military authorities of thé 
district. | 

Of late, however, they have assumed a graver aspect, and on Thursday last, the 
1st April, an engagement took place between the French troops and the Kroumirs, which 
lasted oF entire day, and resulted in about a dozen of the former being killed and 
wounded. 

All the papers in the Colony are urging the Government to enter the Tunisia? 
territory, and even to assume a Protectorate over the Regency. I inclose a cutting from 
one, which gives a fair idea of the tenour of all. | 

There can be no doubt that the existence of this semi-independent and turbulent 
tribe on the French frontier is quite intolerable, and that the French are exceedingly 
anxious to reduce it to subjection, an operation whicl: the Bey of Tunis is quite powerless 
to effect. 3 
A characteristic anecdote is told of one of their Chiefs who recently visited a French 
station. The Commandant observed to him that the Bey had not been sending any troop’ | 
against them of late. He replied, “Alas! no, none have been sent for years.” The 
Commandant asked why that was a subject of regret. He answered this was almost the 
only means the tribes had of obtaining arms and ammunition. | 

Considerable reinforcements are being sent to the frontier. From Algiers tw? 
battalions of Zouaves, a battalion of Tirailleurs, a section of artillery, another of engineers: 
and a squadron of the military train are now being embarked. A second battalion 
Zouaves, and two of Tirailleurs, have been sent by special train from Oran. All thé 
available troops in the department of Constantine will be sent also, and it is said that 
further reinforcements will be conveyed direct from Marseilles to La Calle. | 
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I have little doubt that a strong effort will be made at least to obtain a rectification 
of frontier ; nothing can be worse than the present one; if the prescription of twenty 
_ centuries counts for anything the French certainly ought to have made their boundary the 
Oued ez-Zan (Ancient Tusca), which enters the sea at Tabarca. This would give them 
One of the richest districts in North Africa, and having possession of it, the whole of 
Tunis would be at their mercy. 

The news of the disaster to Colonel Flatters’ exploring expedition, which has just 
Teached Algiers, will naturally make the French anxious to do something in the way of 
compensation. The Tonaregs are far beyond their power, but the Kroumirs are within 


very easy distance. 
I have, &e. 
(Signed) R. L. PLAYFAIR. 
So a SE eae CR) SAL Pe anne BOE een eee tee ve eee eee ers WETS PELL a ee 
No. 27. 


Lord Lyons to Earl Granville—(Received April 9.) 


No, 323. Very Confidential.) 
y Lord, Paris, April 8, 1881. 

IN my despatch No, 313 of the day before yesterday, which I forwarded on that day 

y post, I reported to your Lordship, without comment, immediately after an interview 
with M. Barthélemy St. Hilaire, the language held to me by his Excellency with regard to 
the French expedition to the frontier of Tunis. 

M. Barthélemy St. Hilaire’s language implied that the expedition was undertaken 
Solely with a view to chastise the lawless tribes, and that it was not intended that it should 
€nter farther into Tunisian territory than might be necessary for this purpose. 

I believe that M. Barthélemy St. Hilaire was sincere, and that the present intentions 
of the French Government do not go much beyond this. 

I am not, however, blind to the probability that they may be led on much farther ; 
and even M. Barthélemy St. Hilaire hinted that the opportunity might be taken to bring 

€ Bey of Tunis to his senses with regard to other matters affecting French interests. 

It will have struck your Lordship that M. Barthélemy St. Hilaire, while givin 
4ssurances, satisfactory so far as they went, did not give any distinct pledge. He repea 

€ opinion that he should think it a mistake and a misfortune to annex Tunis to France, 
ut he put this in the form of an opinion, not of a promise. 

Without therefore attributing any very definite designs against the independence of 
the Regency to the French Government, I do not think it possible to view the accumulation 
Of French forces in the vicinity of Tunis without much anxiety. 

The public press calls loudly for the establishment of a French Protectorate at least, 
and general irritation against Italy produces a cry for measures in Tunis to bring not only 
the Bey but the Italians to their senses. 

I desire to draw your Lordship’s attention to the despatch from Colonel Brackenbury 
Tespecting the French forces sent to Tunis, which I have the honour to forward to you 
With my immediately preceding despatch. 


- IT have, &e. 
(Signed) LYONS. 
on A ee ee en ee ee eee 
No. 28. 


Colonel Brackenbury to Lord Lyons.—( Received at the Foreign Office, April 9.) 


(No. 24. Very Confidential.) 
My Lord, Paris, April 8, 1881. 

__ | HAVE the honour to inform your Excellency that I had this morning an interview 
With the Chef du Cabinet of the Minister of War, with a view to obtaining information 
of a nature to enable me to furnish more accurate reports upon the military expedition to 
‘he Tunisian frontier than can be gathered from the sources open to the general public.- 

€ will give me a reply after consulting the Minister of War. 

The details given in the newspapers do not always agree. The official map of the 
rovince of Constantine has been withdrawn from public sale since the Ist instant, and 
Such maps of the Algerian frontier as can be bought are of little value for a military 
Study. Such information, therefore, as I can at present give, must be taken subject to 
future correction. 
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The incursion of the Kroumirs appears to have been only one of many frontier raids ; 
but its peculiar importance is due to the fact that two companies of French troops came 
upon the scene, and that a corporal and two men of the 59th Regiment of infantry of the 
line and two soldiers of the 3rd Zouaves, were killed in the engagement of the 
31st March. 

It was said to me in the War Office a few days ago, ‘* We shall ourselves care- 
fully against the mistake which you made in your dealings with the Boers. We shall not 
commence our attack until we have sufficient force, at least 10,000 or 12,000 men, to 
ensure success.” 

To-day’s ‘“‘ Armée Francaise,” a military journal, said to be connected with 
M. Gambetta’s organ, the ‘‘ République Frangaise,” and to represent tbe views of the 

resent Minister of War, points out that an expedition of 15,000 men, which certain 
journals assert to be the contemplated strength of the expedition, would be altogether 
insufficient for the operations necessary for the “répression des actes de brigandages — 
commis par les tribus Tunisiennes.” The zone of action, it says, comprises the Valley of 
the Medjerda and of the Oued-Mellégue, and the mountains bounding the basin of this 
latter river to the north. There are great military obstacles, few and bad roads. Isolated — 
movements would be dangerous. Several columns will be required to bring the campaign 
to a speedy termination. It may, it says, be considered certain, that the whole 19th Corps 
will take part in the campaign. This, it adds, is the only means “ d’en finir rapidement 
avec nos ennemis, et d’arréter l’insurrection naissante en Tunisie.” The co-operation of 
the Bey’s troops can make no difference in the French plans. They are not to be relied 
on, and would be a danger rather than a help. 

The troops composing the 19th Corps d’Armée, stationed in Algeria, represent 
about 29,000 infantry (41 battalions); 8,400 cavalry (50 squadrons); 72 guns 
(12 batteries). 

It is probable that not more than two-thirds of the infantry and cavalry could take 
the field for active service, say, 20,000 infantry; 5,000 cavalry ; and it would evidently 
not be necessary to replace more than half of these in the garrisons of Algeria. 

It is stated that the object of the dispatch of reinforcements from France, and of 
the military preparations being made, is merely to replace in the garrisons of Algeria the 
troops removed for service to the frontier, and I was to-day assured by the Chef du 
Cabinet of the Minister of War, that there is absolutely nothing concealed behind what 
the Minister has stated in the Chamber. I may add that no complete mobilization of any 
part of the troops in France has taken place, that no reserves have been called up, and 
that the companies of the regiments sent from France to Algeria have only been raised 
to 100 men each, the war strength being 250. 

But, to my mind, the preparations being made in France point to the contemplation 
of something more than the mere temporary replacing of the troops of the 19th Corps in 
garrison in Algeria. 

Five thousand six hundred men are reported to have sailed from Marseilles on the 
6th instant. A second convoy of three large transports is detailed to start on the 
10th instant. Other troops have embarked from Toulon. These are doubtless for 
Algeria. 

But in addition considerable numbers of troops of the 14th, 15th, and 16th Corps have 
received orders to be in readiness to embark. Ten ships of the Compagnie Trans- 
Atlantique have been requisitioned to transport 15,000 to 20,000 men. A strong naval 
force is collected at Toulon, and the ships’ companies have been brought up to war strength 
by the dispatch of sailors from Brest. 

I do not say that these facts point to an expedition to any part of the Tunis coast, 
but they appear to indicate that the possibility of such an expedition is contemplated. 

The maps spread out in the office of the Chief of the Third Bureau on the occasion 
of my last visit to the War Office were— 

1. Itinerary of the road from the frontier to Tunis, 120 miles. 

2. Itinerary of the road from Bizerte to Tunis, under 50 miles. 

3. Environs of Bizerte. 

4. Environs of Tunis. — 

. Ships of war can approach within a short distance of Bizerte, and without attributing 
to the French Government any designs beyond the repression of the brigandage of the 
frontier tribes by the troops of the 19th Corps and the reinforcement of the weakened 
Algerian garrisons, I may perhaps point out that in the large iron-clad squadron at Toulon, 
in the ships of the Compagnie Trans-Atlantique held in readiness to convey 20,000 
men, and in the troops held ready in three corps d’armée in the south of France, the 
means exist for a mixed expedition to Bizerte, from which Tunis can be reached on the 
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fourth day, should circumstances induce the French Government to go beyond their 
Present moderate views. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) HENRY BRACKENBURY. 


1 pe a TN ENS A ac NTRS eee 


No. 29. 
Telegram communicated to Earl Granville by General Menabrea, April 9. 


Tunis, le 7 Avril, 1881. 

Th LE Gouvernement Francais a informé Je Bey d’avoir résolu de franchir la frontiére 
V ‘isienne afin d’agir contre les tribus de cette région, en étendant les opérations a la 
€ de Medgerda. 11 demande le concours des forces de son Altesse. Le Bey a 
Ondu que ce fait était considéré par lui comme une violation de ses droits souverains et 
que, €n conséquence, il refusait de consentir, vu que il avait déa pris les dispositions 
fon. es pour assurer la tranquillité de ses sujets ; il était d’ailleurs fermement décidé a 
Alt ce devoir au moyen de ses propres forces. Il a ensuite donné aux Consuls 
\ €mand, Anglais, et Italien, communication de sa note, en les priant de la faire parvenir 
s Gouvernements respectifs ; il espére que les Puissances ne permettront pas l’exécu- 
Tun plan qui n’a qu’un but, celui de le reduire a la derniére extrémité pour l’obliger 

“ecepter le Protectorat de ses puissants voisins. 
ll devient de jour en jour plus évident que les tribus Tunisiennes, loin d’avoir donné 
4 des mesures de répression, ont été attaquées par les Algériens qui les ont grande- 
Tat maltraitées, ce qui infirme le motif allégué par la France, pour justifier son agression. 
motion est trés vive dans le pays aussi bien parmi les indigenes que parmi les ¢trangers 

on Francais, établis 4 Tunis. 
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No. 30. 
(Xo 290, Karl Granville to Sir A. Paget. 
Clegraphic.) Foreign Office, April 9, 1881, 5°25 p.a. 


to 1 HAVE communicated to the Italian Ambassador the substance of my instructions 
Mr, Reade respecting Tunis difficulty, sent yesterday and repeated to you in my 
Preceding telegram. 
No. 31. | 


N Earl Granville to Lord Lyons. 

0. 340.) 

Y Lord, Foreign Office, April 9, 1881. 
N ! HAVE read with much interest the report contained in your Excellency’s despatch 
dine 313 of the 6th instant of your conversation with M. Barthélémy St. ilaire on the 
Ty OE has arisen in consequence of the disturbances on the frontier between 

an ler's. 
Afr: should wish your Excellency to communicate to the French Minister for Foreign 
“its the substance of the instructions which were sent yesterday to Her Majesty’s 
id ae Consul-General at Tunis, with the purport of which your Excellency is 


You Should add that Her Majesty’s Government sincerely hope that the matter will 
GSfactorily settled, and that the marauders will be subdued and punished by the joint 
% °n of the French and Tunisian authorities. Should it however be found impossible to 
sin about a friendly arrangement on these terms, and should there be any prospect of 
of ‘F action on the part of France, it may as a matter of course be necessary, in view 
Go © considerable number of British subjects residing in Tunis, that Her Majesty’s 
Yernment, should send vessels of war there for the protection of life and property 
ust possible outbreak of Mahommedan fanaticism. This step would be undertaken on 
feg}s CUSideration Ihave mentioned, and not, I need hardly say, out of any unfriendly 
Ing on France. 
5 


hs 
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In a conversation with the Italian Ambassador to-day, I confined myself to informing ; 
his Excellency of the substance of the instructions which I have sent to Mr. Reade. } 


Tam, &c. | 
(Signed) GRANVILLE. 
No. 32. 
Mr. Goschen to Earl Granville—(Received April 10.) F 
(No. 167.) | 
(Telegraphic.) Constantinople, April 9, 1881, 2°45 P.M. — 


THE Sultan has asked me secretly and personally what was the opinion of Het 
Majesty’s Government on the Tunisian question. I replied that I was ignorant as to theif 
views. My impression was that Her Majesty’s Government would greatly regret any 
fresh complication affecting in any way the Eastern question, and I surmised that they 
would be in favour of the status quo, but that His Majesty must understand that this wa 
my personal impression only. a 

He then asked me to. telegraph confidentially to your Lordship on the matter. His: 
Government might be obliged to take up some definite line of policy, and would be very 
grateful for advice from Her Majesty’s Government. ; 
~ I asked His Majesty whether there were any points which he had specially in his 
mind, but I could obtain no clue to his own views except a significant remark that the 
Bey of Tunis had caused the difficulty by his maladministration. 


Se a “a 
No. 33. 4 
Mr. Reade to Earl Granville—(Received April 10, 8 A.M.) 


(Telegraphic.) Tunis, April 9, 1881, 6°30 P.M. — 

INTELLIGENCE received from the Bey’s officers on the frontier, confirmed by 
European gentlemen who have visited that part of the country, is to the effect that a 
considerable number of French troops are moving towards the frontier, in six or seve? 
columns, of from 1,500 to 2,000 men each, and that one of these columns has actually 
entered the Tunisian territory. 

The Hamir tribe are again in a state of quiet, having been prevailed upon by the? 
Chiefs to return to their houses and lay down their arms. It is positively asserted her® 
that the only fight of importance [? that] has yet occurred between French troops and the 
Hamirs took place on the 30th ultimo on Tunisian ground, when the French were thé 
aggressors, and fifteen Hamirs were killed and seven Algerian soldiers. Considerable 
excitement and alarm prevails among natives in consequence of the above-mentioned mill 
tary movements and the tone of the French telegrams and press. It is impossible, ther | 
fore, to answer for the continued security of our numerous colony dispersed over the whole 
Regency. I beg, therefore, that, independently of any other measures which your Lo 
ship may think ks 0 to adopt in such an emergency, one or more of Her Majesty’s ship? 
may be ordered to Tunis. | 


nnn ee EEE 
No. 34. 


Lord Lyons to Earl Granville.—(Received April 10.) 
(No. 327.) 
My Lord, Paris, April 9, 1881. 
A BILL granting 4,000,001 fr. (160,000/.) to the Minister of War, and 1,695,276 ff 
_ (67,8111) to the Minister of Marine to defray the expenses of the military expedition 
the frontier of Tunis, was passed unanimously by the Chamber of Deputies the day befor? 
yesterday, and by the Senate yesterday. 
I have the honour to inclose the authentic Report of the proceedings in each 
House. 
In the Chamber of Deputies, M. Jules Delafosse remarked that it would be difficult 
to induce public opinion to believe that the conflict would be confined to the chastiseme? 
of the Kroumirs. He did not, he said, forget that the French Government had othe 
grievances against Tunis ; and he conceived that the redress to be obtained for these wou 
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imply solutions, not yet apparent, which would probably modify the relations between 
trance and the Tunisian Government, and perhaps also modify the character of that 
Oovernment itself. : 
No answer was made to this speech. 
In the Senate the Bill was passed without discussion. 
I have, &c, 
(Signed) LYONS. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 34. 
Extract from the “ Journal Officiel” of April 9, 1881. 


G Déér p’uN Proset DE Lot.—M. le Président.—La parole est 4 M. le Ministre de la 
uerre. 

M. le Général Farre, Ministre de la Guerre.—Messieurs, j’ai ’honueur de déposer sur 
le bureau du Sénat un Projet de Loi portant demande d’un crédit supplémentaire de 
5,695,000 fr., au titre du Budget ordinaire de l’Exercice 1881, pour subvenir aux frais des 
Opérations contre les Kroumirs sur les frontiéres de Tunisie. 

Le Projet de Loi que je viens aujourd’hui présenter au Sénat, au nom de M. le 
Président de la République, a été adopté hier par la Chambre des Députés. 

Je n’ai pas besoin d’insister sur les motifs qui ont engagé le Gouvernement a vous 
présenter ce Projet ; ces motifs résultent de la déclaration qu’a faite ici méme, il y a trois 
jours, M. le Président du Conseil (Approbation), et nous sommes préts d’ailleurs 4 donner 

la Commission tous les éclaircissements qu’elle pourrait désirer. 

Je prie le Sénat de vouloir bien déclarer ’urgence, et d’ordonner le renvoi immédiat 
du Projet de Loi & la Commission des Finances, en demandant 4 cette Commission de 

examiner dans le plus bref délai. (Trés bien! trés bien !). ; 
M. le Président.—Je consulte le Sénat sur l’urgence démandée par M. le Ministre de 
uerre. 

(L’urgence est déclarée.) 

M. le Président.—Le Projet de Loi sera imprimé et distribué. 

a e est renvoyé ala Commission des Finances qui voudra bien se réunir le plus tét 
ssible. 

M. de Freycinet, Président de la Commission des Finances.—La Commission est con- 
Voquée pour 3 heures. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 34. 
Extract from the “ Journal Officiel”’ of April 9, 1881. 


Dépér pu Rapport suR LE ProJseT DE LOL RELATIVE AUX OPERATIONS 
ILITAIRES SUR LES FRONTIERES DE LA TUNISIE.—M. le Président.—La parole est a 
. de Freycinet. (Mouvement d’attention.) 

M. de Freycinet.—J’ai ’honneur de déposer sur le bureau du Sénat un Rapport fait au 
Nom de la Commission des Finances chargée d’examiner le Projet de Loi présenté au 
Commencement de cette séance par le Gouvernement portant ouverture de crédits 
€xtraordinaires aux Ministres de la Guerre, de la Marine, et des Colonies pour opérations 
Militaires sur les fronti¢res de Tunisie. 

Voix diverses.—Lisez ! Lisez ! 

 M. le Président.—M. de Freycinet, veuillez donner lecture du Rapport. 

M. de Freycinet.—Messicurs, le Gouvernement a déposé sur le bureau du Sénat, dans 
la séance de ce jour, une demande de crédit extraordinaire de 5,695,276 fr., destiné a parer 

es opérations militaires a effectuer sur la frontiére de Tunisie. 

Votre Commission des Finances, saisie de cette demande de crédit, s’est empressée de 
Provoquer les explications de M. le Président du Conseil ainsi que de MM. les Ministres de 

Guerre et des Affaires Btrangéres, MM. les Membres du Gouvernement, appelés au sein 

e la Commission, nous ont fait connaitre que les opérations projetées, conformément aux 

déclarations déja portées 4la Tribune des deux Chambres, dans la seance du 4 Avril, 

avaient pour but de réprimer d’une maniére efficace et durable les agressions dont nous 

avons fréquemment été l’objet de la part des Kroumirs, et qui ont pris, dans ces derniers 
temps, un caractére de gravité intolérable. 
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Le Gouvernement estime et le Sénat estimera sans doute avec lui qu’il convient aux 
intéréts et dla dignité de la France que la sécurité de notre fronti¢re Algérienne ne soit pas 
plus longtemps compromise par des actes aussi contraires au droit des gens. 

Le Gouvernement a manifesté ses intentions au Bey de Tunis, et il I’a invité 4 lui 
préter son concours contre ces populations insoumises. 

Il importe que les forces destinées 4 nous faire obtenir satisfaction soient réunies dans 
le plus bref délai, et sur une échelle assez importante pour que la répression soit aussi 
prompte qu’énergique. Votre Commission pense que le crédit demandé est loin d’excéder 
les besoins qu’il est raisonnable de prévoir; elle ne peut que vous en proposer I’adoption. 
La Chambre des Députés l’a déja votée hier & l’'unanimité. Nous ne doutons pas que le 
Sénat n’en fasse de méme aujourd’hui. (Vive approbation.) 

Nous avons, en conséquence, I’honneur de vous soumettre le Projet de Loi suivant :— 

“ Article 1". Un crédit extraordinaire de 4,000,000 fr. est ouvert au Ministre de la 
Guerre, au titre du Budget ordinaire de l’Exercice 1881, chap. 29 (Opérations militaires 
sur les frontiéres de Tunisie). 

‘* Art. 2. Un crédit extraordinaire’de 1,695,276 fr. est ouvert au Ministre de la Marine 
et des Colonies, au titre du Budget ordinaire de I’Exercice 1881, chap. 16 bis (Opérations 
militaires sur les frontiéres des Tunisie). 

“Art. 3. Il sera pourvu a cette dépense au moyen des ressources générales du Budget 
de I’Exercice 1881.” 

La Commission m’a en outre chargé de demander la discussion immédiate. 

L’urgence a déja été prononcée. 

M. le Président. Je consulte le Sénat sur la discussion immédiate qui est demandée 

la Commission ainsi que par vingt de nos collégues dont les noms suivent: 
MM. Merlin, Tenaille Saligny, Testelin, Peyrat, Léopold, Faye, Ch. Brun, Elzéar Pin, 
Joseph Garnier, Le Royer, Lamorte, Combescure, Comte Rampon, Le Liévre, Ribiére, 
pe aa ag aaa Gilbert Boucher, Humbert, Bonnet, Demdle, Pelletan, Edmund de 

yette. 

(La discussion immédiate est prononcée.) 

M. le Président—Personne ne demandant la parole pour la discussion générale, je 
consulte le Sénat sur la question de savoir s’il entend passer a la discussion des Articles, 

Il n’y a pas d’opposition ? 

Je donne lecture des Articles :— 

** Article 1%. Un crédit extraordinaire de 4,000,000 fr. est ouverte au Ministre de la 
Guerre, au titre du Budget ordinaire de l’Exercice 1881, chap. 29 (Opérations militaires 
sur les frontiéres de Tunisie).” 

(L’Article 1", mis aux voix, est adopté.) 

M. le Président.—‘* Art. 2. Un crédit extraordinaire de 1,695,276 fr. est ouvert au 
Ministre de la Marine et des Colonies au titre de Budget ordinaire de l’Exercice 1881, 
chap. 16 bis (Opérations militaires sur les frontiéres de Tunisie)” (Adopté.) 

“ Art. 3. Il sera pourvu a cette dépense au moyen des ressources générales du Budget 
de l’Exercice 1881.” (Adopté.) 

Il va étre procédé au scrutin. 

(Le scrutin a lieu. MM. les Secrétaires opérent le dépouillement des votes.) 


No. 35. 


Str A. Paget to Earl Granville-—(Received April 11.) 
(No. 136.) 
My Lord, __ . Rome, April 6, 1881, 

JUST before my leaving M. Malvano yesterday, he inquired with much earnestness 
and anxiety whether I had received any information from your Lordship as to the 

roceedings of the French upon the Tunisian frontier. On my replying in the negative, 
a said that the news received at the Ministry was of a very serious nature. 

It would appear, indeed, that the French Government were about to undertake a 
military expedition across the Tunisian frontier. It was reported, he said, that the 
corps d’armée of Montpellier and Marseilles were to be mobilized in order to replace the 
contingents which were to be sent from Alzeria, and that orders had been given to prepare 
six large transports for their conveyance. He spoke as if the accounts published in the 
French papers as to the disorders which had occurred on the frontier were exaggerated : 
at all events they were not confirmed, he said, from Tunis, where it would appear the 
Bey was taking measures for the re-establishment of order. 
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The political fate of Tunis has always been, and always will be, as I have frequent! 
before observed, a subject of deep and legitimate public interest in Italy, and it certainl! 
can be no matter for surprise that such intelligence as has recently come from France 
accompanied as it has been by the comments of a considerable and important portion ? 
the French press, should create alarm in Italy, and that there should be a desire to obtail 
from the Ministers of the Crown the fullest explanations upon their policy in regard 
Tunis, and upon what has happened, or is likely to happen, with other Powers in regal 
to this important question. | 

Interrogations were accordingly addressed to the President of the Council, Ministét 
for Foreign Affairs, in the sitting of the Chamber yesterday; (1) as to the reporte 
engagements between England and France as regards Tunis; (2) as to the grave menatt 
which a French occupation of Tunis would be to the vital interests of Italy, and 4 
the policy and measures which the Government had adopted for preventing such 8 
contingency. | 3 

The accompanying extract from the “Italie” gives a summary account of tht 
proceedings and of the reply of the Minister. : 

To the first question, which came from M. Massari, a Deputy of the Right, bi 
Excellency replied by denying the existence of any engagements of the nature referreét 
to, of which M. Massari declared that he took act without being satisfied. 5 

The second question was addressed by the Marquis Rudini, also a Member of th? 
Right, supported by Signor Damiani, who belongs to the extreme Left, and in his reply 
the President of the Council made an exposition of the disorderly state of affairs on the 
Tunisian frontier, stating that the action being now taken by the French Government W “i 
simply with a view to the repression of the acts of depredation and aggression by the 
native tribes, &c., and that the French Government had disavowed in the most form? 
manner any intention of conquests. Y 

These statements were received by the Chamber, which was in a most exci “6 
humour, in a way to show that they were not considered satisfactory, and Signor Damiab; 
after making a reply, concluded with a motion of blame upon the Ministry, the discussi op 
of which, at the request of the Prime Minister, was fixed for to-day, and it seems not at all 
improbable that the result may end in a defeat of the Ministry. 

Last night, indeed, it was said that a deputation of the Left had waited upo? 
M. Cairoli urging him to resign before the vote, because, should a Ministry of the Left bé 
again defeated, it might be open to the King to send for some one of the Right to for® 
the new Administration. ; 

I mentioned in my despatch No. 127 of the 31st ultimo that the idea of some of ne 
Right was to detach M. Depretis from his present colleagues, and adopt him as th eit 
Chief; and the opinion last night seemed to be that if the Government are defeated 
to-day a combination under the auspices of M. Depretis is not an impossibility. : 


I have, &e. | 
(Signed) A. PAGET. — 
No. 38. 
Sir A. Paget to Earl Granville—(Received April 11.) 
(No. 144.) — 
My Lord, Rome, April 8, 1881. _ 


I HAVE the honour to inclose an extract from the ‘ Italie” giving an account o | 
yesterday’s proceedings in the Chamber of Deputies, which ended in a defeat of thé 
Ministry by a majority of twenty-one on a motion for the adjournment of the debate upod 
the Tunisian question, presented by Signor Zanardelli. 

Your Lordship need be under no apprehension as to the consequences of this vote 4 
regards the policy of any future Administration towards France with reference to thé 
affairs of Tunis. They will be no more anxious than their predecessors to compromis? 
their relations with the French Government upon this question, | 

The different speakers against the Government were careful in the debate, and thé 
Opposition press are careful this morning to guard against any inferences of a hostile 
nature towards France. 

The “ Opinione ” says distinctly that the vote of yesterday is not to be understood a5 
having any special reference to the Tunisian question, but, on the contrary, in the more 
general sense of disapprobation of the manner in which the relations of Italy with foreig® 
countries has been conducted. 
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To me, however, as an impartial observer, I must say the moment appears to be 
ill-chosen for inflicting blame upon the Ministry for their foreign policy. The Italian 
Government, under Signor Cairoli, has worked steadily and honestly with the other 
Powers of Europe for the solution of the difficult questions in the East, and for the 
Maintenance of peace; and I am not aware of the policy of Italy having at any previous 

e been regarded with less suspicion than it is at present. 

_ I believe, therefore, 1 am correct in regarding the vote of yesterday as one of the 
ordinary episodes of Italian Parliamentary life, to which little, if any, political importance 
18 to be attached, at all events as far as foreign policy is concerned, 
hi am Cairoli has been in office for nearly two years, and there are many aspirants for 

8 place. 

The Electoral Reform Bill is under discussion, and were he to remain in, would 
Certainly be carried. An attempt to prevent this by a side-wind was, as stated in a 
Previous despatch, made by attacking the naval administration of Admiral Acton, This 
attempt, however, having miscarried, a renewed effort has been made upon the Tunisian 
question, and it has been successful. 

On leaving the Chamber, M. Cairoli proceeded to the Quirinal and tendered the 
resignation of the Cabinet to the King, who desired time for reflection before making 

own his Royal decision. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) — A. PAGET. 
No. 39. 
Lord Lyons to Earl Granville.—(Received April 11.) 
0. 329. 
y Lord. Paris, April 10, 1881. 


I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship an article from the number of the 
“Temps” newspaper of to-day’s date on the statements relative to the question of Tunis 
Yeported to have been made in the Italian Parliament by M. Cairoli. 

The article begins by quoting a note which has appeared in the “ Agence Havas ” on 
the subject of these statements, and which concludes with the affirmation that the French 
Government have made no engagement with any one respecting the Tunisian affair and 
that their liberty of action is, as it always ought to be, complete (“le Gouvernement 

rancais n’a pris aucun engagement avec personne sur |’affaire Tunisienne et sa liberté 
‘action est entiére, ainsi qu’elle doit toujours l’étre”’). 

The article goes on to say that M. Barthélemy St, Hilaire has addressed a Circular to 
the French Representatives abroad, in order to record the true meaning of the conversation 
Which he had with General Cialdini, the Italian Ambassador here. 

The article proceeds to state that the substance of what M. Barthélemy St. Hilaire 
Said was, that the French Government had no official communications to make to other 

vernments ; that he could do no more than inform them unofficially (‘a titre en quelque 
Sorte officieux ”) that for the moment the object of the operation undertaken against the 

umirs was to re-establish order on the Algerian frontier; but that as he did not yet 
know what might be the attitude of the Bey’s Ministers, it was impossible to make 
beforehand precise declarations as to what France might or might not do (“il ¢tait 
impossible de formuler d’avance des déclarations précises sur ce que la France ferait ou ne 
ferait pas le cas échéant ”). 


The article is no doubt authorized or (as the phrase is) inspired. 
I have, &c. 


(Signed) LYONS. 
nn ened 
No. 40. | 


Earl Granville to Mr. Goschen. 

(No. wats 
(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, April 11, 1881, 1°45 p.at. 

YOUR telegram No. 167 of the 9th instant. +3 

Pray say in reply that we appreciate desire to know our opinion. | 

We are desirous that the status quo should be maintained in Tunis. 

Our Agent there is instructed, if applied to, to advise the Bey to join the French in 
Pn gal measures to settle frontier difficulties. We hope the Sultan will give the same 

Vice. 

EE 


? 
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yesterday, in which you direct mé to make known to him the substance of the instruction 
“ent by you the day before by telegraph to Mr. Reade, Her Majesty’s Agent and Consul- 
General ‘at Tunis. 

Having finished the perusal of the despatch, M. Barthélemy St. Hilaire read out in 

French the passage stating that, should there be a prospect of further action on the part of 
Tance, it might be necessary to send vessels of war to Tunis to protect the life and 
Property of British subjects against a possible outbreak of Mahommedan fanaticism. 

M. Barthélemy St. Hilaire said that undoubtedly, in case there should be a probability 
that life and property would be in danger, every nation would feel bound to provide for 
the safety of its own people. In such a contingency the French Government also would 
Send ships of war to Tunis, which it was not now their intention to do. 

I proceeded to inform M. Barthélemy St. Hilaire that the purport of the instruction 
to Mr. Reade mentioned in the despatch was that he should study the spirit of his 
Mstructions and maintain a careful reserve, and that if his advice was asked, he should 
— the Bey to co-operate with the French in the punishment of any recent 

Utrages. 
M. Barthélemy St. Hilaire said that, speaking frankly, he must tell me that he heard 
m Tunis that Mr. Reade seemed to be in too close alliance with the Italian Consul. 
€ caution to him to be reserved might not therefore be needless. i 
M. Barthélemy St. Hilaire pointed out, on the one hand, the great interests which 
tance possessed in Tunis, and, on the other hand, the great benefits she would confer 
egg Regency if French enterprise were encouraged instead of being obstructed by 
© Dey. | 
__ He mentioned, among other instances of the predominance of French interests, that 
While the Tunisian debt amounted in all to 125,000,000 fr. (5,000,000/.), 90,000,000 fr. 
(3,600,000/.) were held by Frenchmen. 

He observed, in conclusion, that the levity and the caprices of the Tunisian Govern- 
Ment could no longer be tolerated. The Bey must, he said, make a proper Treaty with 

rance, and observe it. | 

I remarked that it seemed to me that the best policy on the part of France would be 
to deal as quickly as possible with the Kroumirs, and finish the whole affair out of hand 
%n the frontier, without going further and raising awkward questions. aan 

ave, &c. 


(Signed) LYONS. 
ee ee eT ee een ence ee ee a ee a SET ee 


No. 44. 
Assim Pasha to Musurus Pasha.—(Communicated to Earl Granville by Musurus Pasha, 
April 12.) 
(Télégraphique.) Constantinople, le 10 Avril, 1881. 


NOUS sommes informés par le Pacha de Tunis qu’il a pris les mesures nécessaires 
Pour chatier les incursions de quelques tribus Tunisiennes du cété de l’Algérie. 

Nous nous sommes empressés d’engager instamment Son Altesse 4 imprimer a ces 
Mesures de répression la plus grande vigueur et célérité, de maniére a écarter tout ce qui 
Serait de nature 4 faire a cette occasion un conflit 4 l'encontre des sentiments d’amitié 
"éciproque de la Sublime Porte et du Gouvernement Francais. : 

ous sommes persuadés que les mesures en question du Gouverneur-Général de Tunis 
ront amplement pour le rétablissement du calme sur les frontiéres. 

Veuillez faire part de ce qui précéde 4 son Excellence Lord Granville. 


pr See ee eee eS eee 
No. 45. 


(No. 20 Mr. Reade to Earl Granville.—(Received April 12, 1 P.M.) 
0. 20. 
elegraphic,) Tunis, April 11, 1881, 7°40 a.m. 
M. ROUSTAN yesterday communicated to the Bey the reply of the Minister for 
Foreign Affairs at Paris to His Highness’ letter protesting against the invasicn of hig 
titory. The French Government persist in their original determination, without any 
Modification thereof. On your Lordship’s telegram No. 15 I have recommended co- opera- 
tion with the French in the punishment of the Hamirs. 
The advice has had a very depressing effect. The Bey feels that such co-operation on 
. 5 | 
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his part would lead to a general insurrection of his subjects throughout Tunisian State-— 
He hoped that, in view of the general interests at stake and the uncalled-for nature of the | 


impending hostilities, the other Great Powers would have intervened to prevent what he» 


regards as a flagrant violation of international Treaty. 


I cannot conceal my own conviction that if the French enter Tunisian territory and 
occupy, as they have indicated it may be necessary for them to do, the Valley of Majerdab, 


there will not be wanting pretexts for insisting to remain permanently in the country. © 


The flag of insurrection will, I apprehend, spread all over the Regency, and with the best 
part of the Bey’s troops on the frontier, it will not be possible to answer for the security 


of foreigners resident here. The Bey’s own neck will, I conceive, be in danger. Nothing 
short of permanent occupation would, it appears to me, repay French for the terrible 
responsibility they would assume in engaging in hostilities against this country ; hostilities — 


for which, so far as I can judge, there has never perhaps been less cause than now. 


A courier just arrived from the frontier reports that a detachment of French cavalry 


crossed over into the Tunisian territory two days ago and remained the greater part of the 
day there, to the great consternation of the natives, who were with difficulty restrained b 
their commanding Chief from offering any opposition. The aggressive force, it is said, 


returned in the afternoon to their side, taking with them as prisoner an Arab whom they 


found attending to his private affairs. 


i ene ELE Ge Ain aia ae Caleta. Ct an Re a 


No. 46. 
Mr. Reade to Earl Granville—(Received April 12, 6 P.M.) 
o. 21.) ; . 
Cr clegraphic.) Tunis, April 11, 1881. 


THE impression prevalent in England respecting independence of the Hamir tribe is” 


erroneous. The district they inhabit forms part of the Tunisian territory. They are 


governed by the Bey’s officers, to whom they from time to time pay tribute. Not long: 
ago the Bey had to incur heavy damages for depredations of this tribe on the occasion of 


the wreck of the steamer “Auvergne.” These damages were subsequently recovered by — 


the Bey from the Hamirs. . 


RRS RE a a a TT: 


No. 47. 


Lord Lyons to Earl Granville—(Received April 13.) 
(No. 336.) 
My Lord, Paris, April 12, 1881. 
A DEBATE took place yesterday in the Chamber of Deputies on an interpellation 
addressed to the Government by M. Janvier de la Motte respecting the Tunisian question. 


The point of the interpellation was that the military measures of the Government — 


were ona scale which implied war, and that this constituted a violation of the Organic Law, 
which forbids war to be declared without the ‘consent of the Chambers. “ Vous armez 


tous les cuirassées de notre flotte,” said M. Janvier de la Motte, “tous nos vaisseaux de- 
transport ; vous nolisez les navires de commerce, et vous transportez du nord de 1a 


France dans |’Algérie des marins et des soldats. Cela ne semble-t-il constituer au premier — 


chef des préparatifs de guerre ?” 


M. Jules Ferry, the President of the Council, replied that he had nothing to add to 


the explanations he had already given to the Chambers. “Nous avons dit,” he said, 


« que nous entrions sur la terre de la Tunisie a la fois pour chatier des agressions et pout 


mettre terme A une situation qui est absolument intolérable,........ nous allons eB — 
Tunisie pour chatier les méfaits que vous connaissez; nous y allons en méme temps pour 
prendre toutes les mesures qui pourront étre nécessaires pour en empécher le renou- q 


vellement. 


“Te Gouvernement de la République ne cherche pas de conquétes, il n’en a pas j 


BoM, vanes 84 ETS ll ira dans la répression militaire qui commence jusqu’au point ou 


il fant qu’il aille pour mettre a l’abri, d’une facon sérieuse et durable, la sécurité et Yavenit 


de cette France Africaine (Algeria).” 

A storm was raised by an insinuation made by M. Lenglé that the Enfida affair was 
at the bottom of the present expedition to Tunis, as the Jecker affair had been 
the bottom of the expedition to Mexico under the Empire. 

With regard to this matter, M. Jules Ferry spoke as follows :— 


“Je répete qu’entre cette opération militaire et Vaffaire d’Enfida il n’y a aucune | 


f 
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Yelation directe ou indirecte ; que l’affaire de I’Enfida, comme le rappelait tout & Pheure 
- le Président, a donné lieu 4 un débat international, et que ce débat étant ouvert entre 

la France et ce grand et loyal pays de |’Angleterre, il n’y a lieu de faire intervenir entre 
Ces deux grandes nations que les régles de la justice et les considérations de l’équité pour 
ariver 4 une solution.” 

At the end of the debate the Chamber adopted, by 322 votes to 124, the following 
order of the day :— 

“La Chambre, approuvant la conduite du Gouvernement, et pleine de confiance dans 
Sa prudence et dans son énergie, passe 4 l’ordre du jour.” 

I have the honour to inclose the full Report of the debate given in the “ Journal 
Officiel ” of this morning. 

I have, &c. 


(Signed) LYONS. 


No. 48. 


Lord Lyons to Earl Granville—(Received April 13.) _ 


(No. 337.) 
Y Lord, Paris, April 12, 188}. 
B I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship two despatches from Colonel 
rackenbury of yesterday and to-day. sare 
a The first reports a conversation with Colonel Richard, Chef du Cabinet du Ministre 
€ la Guerre, on the military preparations for the Tunis expedition. 
The second gives the detail of troops selected for service in connection with the 
ition, and remarks upon the system upon which they have been selected. 
_ Both contain information of much interest, and are well worthy of attention in 
*stimating the objects and probable results of the expedition. ae 
ave, &c. 


(Signed) LYONS. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 48. 


Colonel Brackenbury to Lord Lyons. 
My Lora, Paris, April 11, 1881. 
Ric I HAVE the honour to report that on the 9th instant I received from Colonel 
hard, Chef du Cabinet of the Minister of War, some maps of Tunis and Algeria, and a 
from which the following is an extract :—‘‘ Quant 4 l’état des troupes qui prendront 
"t aux opérations contre les Kroumirs, il n’est pas encore définitivement arrété. Des 
© Nous aurons la composition exacte des diverses petites colonnes destinées a agir, je me 
ings de vous envoyer un exemplaire.” 
th I called upon him this morning, thanked him for the maps and the promise, and said 
at I was anxious to have correct information at the earliest convenient date, because we 
oe at present dependent solely upon accounts in newspapers, that those accounts are 
°nflicting, and give rise to impressions and ideas that are probably exaggerated—more 
Cially as to the preparations being made in France, which, according to certain journals, 
fe assuming formidable proportions, such as the mobilization of three corps d’armée, &c. ; 
dT said T should be glad to have any information which would enable me to rate these 
“parations at their true value. . 
- olonel Richard said: “It is absolutely false that we are mobilizing any fraction of 
.r army. Mobilization of any portion of the army requires a law. We cannot call up a 
T° soldier of the reserve, except at the times fixed by law for training, without a law. 
to © nature of the war does not appear sufficiently grave to compel us to ask for authority 
Mobilize. One corps, or at most two corps, mobilized, would furnish all the troops we 
fall require; and it would be impolitic and unjust to make the whole burden of the war 
Upon one region of France, as would be the case were we to take all the troops from 
ts Thon With railways it matters little what distance in France a regiment is moved 
op € port of embarkation, and there is no need for haste, as no large body of troops can 
qe on the frontier till roads have been made. We are therefore selecting regiments 
a different parts of France, those being chosen whose Colonels have served in Algeria, 
reo; NOW the country well. We are sending only two battalions of each of these 
Siments to Africa, each of these battalions being made up to a strength of 500 by drafts 
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from the two battalions left in France. As regards batteries, we are pursuing a similar 
course; and the fact that we are making up our ammunition columns and military tram 
with mules only compels us to bring detachments from different parts of France.” 

I asked what number of troops they contemplated sending from France to Algeria. 

He said that would depend upon the course of events there ; that there were (1) the 
Tunis frontier tribes to be reduced to order, the frontier there had long been insecure and must 
be made secure ; (2) some measures must be taken in consequence of the assassination oF 
the Flatters Mission ; and (3) measures for insuring the internal security of Algeria, 4 
rising in Algeria would require a force of 70,000 men. What force would be sent must 
depend upon the reports and demands of the civil and military authorities in Algeria. _ 

I asked if the Tunis expeditionary force was to be composed of the 19th (Algerian) 
Corps only, or would also include troops sent from France. E 

That, he said, rested with General Osmont, commanding in Algeria. He demands 
certain troops, and disposes of them as he thinks fit. The command of the Tunis 
expedition is given to General Forgenot de Boustquénard. a 

Colonel Richard again assured me that no military preparations were being made, ané 
no operations contemplated, except in connection with (1) the security of the Tunisiad 
frontier, where the Bey is himself incapable of maintaining order, and (2) with the internal 
condition of Algeria. He again repeated that the declaration made by the Minister in thé 
Chamber was absolutely frank and loyal, and that there was no arriére-pensée of any 


I have, &c. | 
(Signed) HENRY BRACKENBURY. _ 


Inclosure 2 in No. 48. 
Colonel Brackenbury to Lord Lyons. 


My Lord, Paris, April 12, 1881. _ 
FROM the inclosed list, which, though doubtless incomplete, contains, so far as + 
can gather, the detail of the troops ordered from France to Algeria up to the present date 
it will be seen that troops have site taken from no less than five corps d’armée, in ordef 
pies a force of less than 12,000 infantry, 1,000 cavalry, and 24 guns, for dispatch t0 
ca. 
The question at once arises, why has the Government not followed the simple cov se 
of mobilizing and dispatching to the theatre of war one or more entire organized divisions 
It cannot be doubted that such a course would have been of great military advantage. I 
would, by testing practically the arrangements for mobilization, have afforded to Franc® 
just such a valuable experience as Prussia gained by the mobilization of two divisions 0? 
the Polish frontier in 1863, and by the mobilization of four divisions for the Danish wat, 
In the event of war in Europe occurring during the progress of the war in Africa, none 
the arrangements for mobilizing the rest of the army would have been injured; and that 
army would take the field, reduced in strength by one or two divisions, but with all if 
other units complete and unbroken. 

By the course actually adopted all the advan of the German territorial system 
adopted by France, are apparently thrown away. No less than eight divisions are temp?” 
rarily disorganized, and no experience in mobilization is gained. ; 

This has not escaped the attention of the enemies of the existing Government 
Attacks, more or less violent, such as that in the inclosed article from “Le Clairon” 
the 10th instant, are being made upon the Minister of War. The line of defence for thé 
course actually adopted was sketched to me by Colonel Richard in the conversation repo od 
in my despatch of yesterday, and is more fully developed in the inclosed articles fro™ 
the ‘‘ République Frangaise”’ of yesterday and to-day, which are evidently inspired by th@ 
Ministry of War. 3 

The question has, I am inclined to believe, been considered in its political rather tha? 
in its military aspect by the Minister of War. a 

A very small peace effective is essential to the existing system of short service, th | 
object being, with a minimum expenditure in peace, to obtain a maximum strength in wal | 
The number of men present with the colours, in peace, is therefore so reduced that # | 
battalion represents an effective strength of scarcely 250 men. In order to raise any | 
portion of the army to its war strength, the reserves must be called up, and for this th? | 
consent of the Chamber and the Senate is required. This the Government might n0® | 
probably have obtained ; but the whole scheme of mobilization hinges upon the territorial 
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distribution of the reserves. Soldiers of the reserve are told off to certain regiments, the 
be to their place of abode; so that the result of mobilizing one or two divisions would 
to throw the whole burden of completing those divisions to war strength upon one or 
0 territorial districts, which would see all their young men sent to Africa, while the rest 

° France escaped scot-free. 
It can scarcely be doubted that this would be most unpopular in the regions 
“ected for mobilization, and that no arguments based on considerations of military 
Policy would suffice to justify it in the eyes of the districts affected. It is, perhaps, not 
torcasonable to suppose that, on the eve of general elections, the Government is anxious 
avoid provoking hostility in any part of the country, and that political considerations 

€ outweighed military considerations, which would have dictated partial mobilization. 
_ The following has been the course actually adopted by the Minister of War :—He 
taken all available men from the 3rd and 4th battalions of eleven regiments, and has 
Sferred them into the first two battalions of those regiments, thus producing for 
“tvice two battalions in each regiment, less that 500 strong each, not containing one 
Soldier over four years’ service, and with half the men unknown to, and by, their officers. 
_lése regiments will be brigaded under Brigadiers and staff with whom they have never 
“tved. . In fact, all the worst vices of the old French system in existence before 1870 are 
s‘atted upon the new system. The solid strong regiments, largely composed of old 
Soldiers, which existed under the old system, have ceased to exist under the new, and all 
advantages of the new system are deliberately abandoned. 


I have, &e. 
(Signed) HENRY BRACKENBURY. 


ee ee el ee ee ee Te ee 
No. 49. 


Lord Lyons to Earl Granville —(Received April 13.) 


Xo. 338, Confidential.) Fan 

Y Lord, Paris, April 12, 1881. 
shi WITH my two immediately preceding despatches 1 have transmitted to your Lord- 
. Pp the Report of an interpellation in the Chamber on the expedition to Tunis, and two 
eqeottant despatches from Colonel Brackenbury on the military preparations for that 

“Pedition, 
ae In my despatch No. 331 of yesterday I had the honour to report to your Lordship a 

~“Versation which I had had with M. Barthélemy St. Hilaire on the subject. 

There may perhaps be nothing to prove that at this moment the French Government 
“ontemplate doing more than chastising the border tribes, settling outstanding questions 
With the Bey of Tunis, and placing French influence in a preponderating situation, without 

ing in form the independence of the Regency. 

cannot, however, say that there is anything to diminish the apprehension that the 
ich Government may be led much beyond this eventually. 

T In the Chamber, M. Jules Ferry spoke of the entrance of the French troops on 
bes lan territory as a matter of course, while he stated, perhaps rather more vaguely than 
Sre, the results which the expedition is to secure. 
to RB: tance appears to have a large naval force at Toulon; and by sending troops by sea 
radar instead of to the frontier, she might land a force which would immediately 
ten the city of Tunis. . 
% Your Lordship will have observed that M. Barthélemy St. Hilaire spoke to me of 
fr heluding a Treaty with the Bey, and taking care that it should be observed. The step 

°m such a Treaty to a Protectorate might not be a long one. ‘ , 
dec Nor would it be prudent, to leave altogether out of the account the semi-official 
off larations which I inclosed in my despatch No. 329 of the day before yesterday, to the 
tat that the French Government has miade no engagement with any one respecting Tunis, 

that its liberty of action is, as it always ought to be, complete. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) LYONS. 
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No. 52. 
Earl Granville to Mr. Goschen.* 
0. 263.) | 
> aH Foreign Office, April 14, 1881, 6°30 P.m. 
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No. 53. 
Earl Granville to Mr. Goschen.t 
-- 281. Extender.) | 
ir, Foreign Office, April 14, 1881. 


I TRANSMIT to you herewith, for your information, a copy of a telegraphic despatch 
from the Porte, which has been communicated to me by the Turkish Ambassador, stati 
that the Ottoman Government has urged the Bey of Tunis to act with the utmost dispatch 
4nd vigour in chastising the Tunisian tribes raiding in Algeria, so as to avoid anything of 
4 nature to interfere with the friendly sentiments between the Porte and the French 


Overnment.{ 
am, &c. 


I 
(Signed) GRANVILLE. 
Se ee a Sr eS ee 
No. 54. 


Sir A. Paget to Earl Granville.—(Received April 15.) 
(No. 150.) 
My Lord, Rome, April 12, 1881. 
IN the account given by the “Times” correspondent of Signor Cairoli’s speech of 
the 6th instant in the Chamber of Deputies, in reply to the questions which had been 
addressed to him respecting the engagements entered into by Her Majesty’s late Govern- 
Ment with France in regard to Tunis, it is stated: ‘*‘ Moreover, he had seen Sir Augustus 
Paget yesterday, who had repeated to him that Lord Salisbury denied in the most 
solute manner having entered into any such engagement as that described.”—Vide 
Times ” of Friday, the 8th April. 
I do not know whether M. Cairoli really made use of this phrase, but I find in the 
ie report of his speech, herewith inclosed, that what his Excellency said is given as 
Ows :— 
“The Italian Ambassador, again questioned in consequence of the reports of the 
mee has answered that Lord Salisbury denied absolutely that any agreement had 
sed.” 


_ _ As a matter of fact, 1 must state that I have never exchanged one word of any sort or 
kind with Signor Cairoli upon the subject in question, but the day before the discussion in 
the Chamber took place I saw M. Malvano, who (speaking of Sir Charles Dilke’s reply in 
the House of Commons, which, he stated, appeared to him to dispose satisfactorily of all 

Oubts upon the matter), appeared to invite the expression of an opinion on my part upon 

€ occurrences referred to, and what I said was that I had always understood from Lord 
Salisbury that the interpretation attached to his words was an exaggerated one, and that he 
not taken any engagements whatever with France, and this I repeated the next day before 

Ount Maffei, who came in while I was again visiting M. Malvano, and while the question 
Was again being referred to. 

Your Lordship will find that in Lord Salisbury’s despatch to me No. 17 of the 6th 
January, 1879, relative to a rumour which had reached Her Majesty’s Government that 
the French Government proposed to assume the Protectorate of Tunis, that I was 
‘structed, in the event of being questioned on the subject, to ‘‘state that Her Majesty’s 

Overnment have carefully avoided expressing an opinion in favour of French as against 

talian views in respect to Tunis.” 


1 have, &c. 
(Signed) A. PAGET. 
eee 
* Also to Mr. Reade (No. 16). + Also to Mr. Reade (No. 22). 


t No. 44. 
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the troops could have been moved much more rapidly, had the Minister of War seen any 
Necessity for haste. As arrangements for the reception of the troops had to be made in 
suseria, and as roads must be made before the columns could act, there was no wrist 
th vastening the embarkation. In fact, these movements afford no indication whatever 
time required for mobilization in case of European war, with which they have no 
‘lation, and it is precisely because no experience whatever is gained by these movements, 
hile the elaborately prepared arrangements for general mobilization are disorganized by 
&m, that the Minister of War appears to me to have acted, from a military point of 
Mad most unwisely, neglecting an admirable opportunity for partially testing the system 
Wan lization, and deliberately disorganizing the machinery of preparation for a serious 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) HENRY BRACKENBURY. 


No. 58. 


Mr. Reade to Earl Granville.—(Received April 18.) 


(No. 34.) 
My Lord, Tunis, April 7, 1881, 
I HAVE the honour to report that I this day forwarded to your Lordship a cypher 
telegram, of which the following is the purport :-— . 
No. 18. A telegram from the Minister for Foreign Affairs at Paris was this day 
Municated by M. Roustan to the Bey. 
i It contained a notification to the effect that a French military ex edition, organized 
, “he purpose of inflicting chastisement on the mountaineer tribe of Hamir, had received 
of to proceed to the frontier and operate in the Tunisian territory as allies and friends 
by the Bey ; and that the French Government counts upon every facility being afforded 
the Government of the Bey for the attainment of the object of the intended expedition, 
“aa upon its sanction being given, if necessary, to a temporary occupation by French 
PS of the valley of the Majerdah. feu 
dec In reply, the Bey expresses astonishment at the communication now made to him ; 
beets that no specific charge of aggression on the part of his subjects on the frontier has 
. brought to his notice ; refers to the energetic measures he has taken for insuring order 
that Side of the frontier and the satisfactory results already obtained thereby as a proof 
Sh is both able and willing to preserve tranquillity in that part of his dominions; and 
will that, on being duly informed of the real state of things, the French Government 
| not eae its intention to invade his territory. His Highness terminates by 
| siting hat, in the event of such an invasion taking place, he must, as a vassal of the 
~4n, solemnly protest against so flagrant a violation of his rights, holding the French 
€rnment responsible for all the consequences that may result therefrom. 
| If the threatened hostilities are engaged in without sufficient notice being given for 
: ’cing the general interests of all foreign subjects in security, the serious nature of the 
| esbon gael attaching to such an expedition would, it appears to me, be greatly 


enter, trust I may be permitted to respectfully suggest whether, in case French troops 
Da the Tunisian territory, the temporary occupation of the port of Bizerta by a British 
Val force would not be a desirable counter-move ? 


[ have, &c. 
(Signed) THOS. F. READE. 
a re ee 
No. 59. 
Mr. Reade to Earl Granville—(Received April 18.) 


{No. 35, 

Y Lor ; Tunis, April 8, 1881. 
REFERRING your Lordship to my telegram No. 18 of yesterday, I have the 
uw to herewith transmit a copy, with which I have been furnished by the Bey, of His 
feos, ess’ letter to M. Roustan in reply to the telegraphic notification he had received 
ruil the French Minister for Foreign Affairs that orders had been given for a French 


the ay at Spee against the Hamirs, a tribe of mountaineers on the Tunisian side of 
ier. 
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Having already reported upon the subject-matter of the Bey’s letter, I will at 
no further remark with regard to it than that His Highness’ reference to the gravity ? 
the situation is one which, it appears to me, is worthy of special attention. +» The invasi0! 
of his territory, under existing circumstances, is pretty sure to arouse the fanatical spirit © 
the natives, and may lead to consequences of a deplorable nature. A state of insurrec 108 
and anarchy may be brought about, and the very lives, as well as property, of forelg 
subjects exposed to the most perilous risks. i 

For these reasons, and while other measures of a more effective nature may be take 
to reassure the public mind, I have felt it my duty to suggest that one or more of H#@ 
Majesty’s ships may be directed to proceed to these waters. q 

I have, &c. A 
(Signed) THOS. F. READE. — 


’ 


Inclosure in No. 59. 


The Bey of Tunis to M. Roustan. 


(Traduction.) 

NOUS avons regu votre lettre du 7 Avril, 1881, par laquelle vous nous annoncez que 
le Gouvernement de la République a décidé dinfliger un chatiment A quelques-unes de 
Tribus Tunisiennes. 

Nous avons été surpris d’une pareille décision prise par un Gouvernement ami, avee 
lequel nous nous sommes efforcés toujours de maintenir les meilleurs rapports et G@ 
conserver son amitié, et qui, en retour, nous traite avec des propos de cette nature, qu 
nous font beaucoup de peine. 

Dans Vaffaire qui nous préoccupe nous n’avons vu jusqu’a présent que des petits fait 
qui sont habituels aux tribus limitrophes et souvent appartenant A un méme Etat, Aussit0l 
que nous avons appris l’existence de quelques troubles du cdté de nos fontidres nous nous 
sommes empressés d’envoyer sur les lieux un Kahia délégué par nous, accompagné d'une 
compagnie de Cavaliers. Par les rapports que ce délégué nous a adressés nous avons ell 
la certitude que la tranquillité existe dans cette région, et que ces tribus sont plutét 
inquiétés pour leur propre sfireté par suite des mouvements militaires quils apercoivenl 
sur le territoire Francais et dont ils se croient étre l’objectif. i 

Quoiqu’il en soit, les troupes que nous venons @envoyer actuellement, et qui seront 
bient6t suivies par d’autres, sont plus que suffisantes pour maintenir ordre et la tranquillité 
d’une maniére définitive. Dans le cas ot il sera établi que quelques-unes de nos tribu% 
auraient commis des méfaits, notre autorité a le pouvoir de s’emparer des coupables et dé 
les punir selon leur crime. . 

Les mesures prises par nous doivent démontrer 4 votre Gouvernement les efforts qué 
nous ne cessons d’employer dans ces affaires dans le but de rassurer le Gouvernement dé | 
la cg A sur ce qui pourrait troubler la tranquillité en Algérie. 

ous nourrisrons l’espoir que le Gouvernement Francais ne mettra plus a exécutio® 
ce dont il s’était proposé. Sil persistera, malgré nos assurances, dans cette décisiots 
nous tenons a l’aviser aujourd’hui qu’une semblable détermination jeterait la déconsidératio® 
sur nous parmi nos propres populations et dans les pays étrangers ; elle pourrait faire 
naitre d’autres complications et des dangers qu’on ne pourrait prévoir en ce moment. E® 
outre, l’entrée des troupes Frangaises sur le territoire Tunisien constituerait une violatio® 
de nos droits souverains, et porterait un préjudice aux intéréts que les GouvernementS 
étrangers ont dans notre pays, et qui sont placés sous notre sauvegarde, elle constituerait _ 
surtout une violation des droits de la Sublime Porte. 

Par tout ce qui précéde nous vous déclarons que nous ne pouvons accepter, pi 
accorder, d’une maniére quelconque, |’exécution de la mesure projetée par votre Gouverne 
ment, et qui consiste a faire entrer les troupes Francaises sur notre territoire. 

s le cas ott cette exécution s’effectuerait contre notre volonté, nous rendrons /é 
Gouvernement de la République responsable de toutes les conséquences qui pourraient eB | 
résulter. | 

Ecrit le 8 Joumada el Oula, 1298 (7 Avril, 1881), 
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- No. 60. 
: Mr. Goschen to Earl Granville—(Received April 18.) 


(No. 274. Secret. Extender.) | 
My Lord, Constantinople, April 12, 1881. 

_ THE Sultan spoke to me on Friday last with reference to the Tunis question. His 
Majesty approached the subject by telling me he wished to consult me on a matter with 
regard to which he had not yet allowed the Prime Minister to speak to me. It was in the 
strictest confidence that he desired to have the advice of England as to the pending 

ficulties in Tunis. 

I stated to His Majesty, in reply, that I was not ina position to speak on the subject. 

was myself but imperfectly informed as to what was going on, and I had no instructions 
Which would enable me to give any advice; but I thought I knew the general views of 
Your Lordship and Mr. Gladstone on questions connected with the East sufficiently to be 
able to state my strong personal impression that Her Majesty’s Government would wish to 
See the status quo maintained in Tunis, and would feel the liveliest regret at any fresh 
culties arising which were in any way connected with the Eastern question. But as 
any opinion on the course being taken by the French, I could give none at all, not 
having sufficient data before me. 

His Majesty observed with a smile that it was not difficult to form an opinion as to 
Whether a nation were right or wrong in trying to obtain what did not belong to them. On 
us I observed that, so far as I knew, the proceedings of the French were defensive 
rather than aggressive, but His Majesty replied that he thought the reverse. However, 
vom Majesty did not show any vexation, but spoke of the matter very calmly though very 
‘eriously. 

Miistivas to be able to inform your Lordship what the tendency of the Turkish 
~ Government might be, I asked His Majesty whether there were any special points which 
Ae had in his mind, but I could obtain no clue to his own views beyond the significant 
emark that the Bey of Tunis had caused the difficulty by his maladministration. 

_ I call this remark significant, because I have repeatedly heard rumours of the 
€xistence of an inclination on the part of the Sultan to make some change as to the 
Government of Tunis. 

In conclusion, His Majesty begged me very particularly to communicate with your 
Lordship by telegram, and to obtain instructions as to the advice which I might tender 
4m on behalf of Her Majesty’s Government for his guidance in this new difficulty which 
Was besetting him. 

__ Ihave since seen the French Ambassador, and casually asked him how matters were 

§0ing as regards Tunis. He toid me that the account they had to settle with the Bey was 

- Yery heavy, and reminded me of a previous conversation which we had last year, in which he 

had declared to me very positively that the French did not recognize, and had never 
gnized, the suzerainty of the Porte over Tunis. 

I think it would be useful if a précis of the last arrangements made between the Porte 
ad the Bey, and the attitude of the various Powers as regards the conclusion of those 
arrangements, could be supplied to this Embassy. A cursory search in the archives has 


thus far not furnished the necessary materials. 
I have, &e. 
(Signed) GEORGE J. GOSCHEN. 
ee See 
No. 61. 
Consul-General Playfair to Earl Granville—(Received April 18.) 


My Lord, Algiers, April 14, 1881. 

IN continuation of my despatch No. 2 of the 5th instant, | have the honour to 
Theoret that no news of further military operations on the frontier have reached Algiers, 

tis generally believed that the force now being collected will not be able to advance for 
Several weeks. 

About 12,000 men have already been collected between La Calle and Souk A 
and, as soon as these have advanced, another division of the same strength will replace them, 
yee Supreme command is exercised by General Forgemol, under whom are Generals 

Mcendon and Ritter. 
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It it exceedingly difficult to obtain accurate information, and orders have been given — 
to refuse all telegrams containing news of the movements of troops. 1 have therefore no — 
idea as to what is intended, but judging from my own knowledge of the country, I should 
think that the Kroumirs could be very easily reduced by the combined operations of 
two forces, one entering the Regency from the frontier, and the other landing at Tabarca — 
and advancing to meet it. 

Public feeling is in a most excited state, and whereas a few days ago a rectificatiod — 
of frontier was the utmost talked of, now nothing short of an entire occupation of the ~ 
Regency is advocated. P 

I have had no reason to change the opinion I ventured to express in my last despatch, — 
that the misdeeds of the Kroumirs would never have been heard of had there not been @ | 
distinct determination at Paris to bring the Tunisian wee to a crisis. 4 

ve, &c. . 4 
(Signed) R. L. PLAYFAIR. 


No. 62. 
Colonel Brackenbury to Lord Lyons.—(Received at the Foreign Office, April 18.) 
(No. 30.) 
My Lord Paris, April 17, 1881. 


> 

I HAVE the honour to inclose an article from “L’Armée Frangaise” of this date, — 
giving further details of the organization of the Tunis expeditionary force. It appears — 
that the force is so be divided into three columns. 

The left column, under command of Général de Division Déléhéque, will consist of © 
three mixed brigades under Generals Vincendon, Galland, and Ritter. The composition 
of the two first of these brigades, sent from France, I gave in my despatch No. 29 of the 
_ 15th instant. 

The centre column will consist of cavalry under the Général de Brigade Gaume; 
its object being apparently to maintain the connection between the right and left 
columns. : 

The right column, under Général de Brigade Logerot, will consist of two mixed 
brigades, the first taken from the 19th (Algerian) Corps, the second from France, under 
Général de Brem, described in my despatch No. 29 of the 15th instant. 

There will apparently remain a considerable body of the 19th Corps at Béne, not 
attached to any of these columns. So far as I can ascertain, the naval transports which 
took the French troops to Béne are remaining at that port, so that all is ready for the 
embarkation of a column there, if it should be considered desirable to land troops at 
Bizerta, to overawe the Bey at Tunis, It is probable that the right column will operate 
along the line of railway from the frontier. 

The battle as to the manner in which the expeditionary force has been formed iD 
France continues. The “Avenir Militaire” of yesterday, in an article which I inclos¢ 
argues that under the existing law the Minister of War could not have mobilized one corps 
but that he must have mobilized the whole or none; and it urges that the law should be 
changed so as to authorize partial mobilization. ) 

_ But the power which made the existing law can alter or modify it at any time by 4 
new law. The Minister of War must have gone to the Legislature for authority t? 
mobilize at all, and he might at the same time have obtained power to mobilize only on@ — 
or two divisions for this special emergency, had he thought fit to do so. “| 

I discussed the question last night with M. Waddington, the ex-Minister. He tells 
me the opinion is gaining ground that certain troops, as before the war of 1870, should — 
always he kept in readiness for war, so as to avoid the necessity either for partial — 
mobilization, or for such dislocation of. the army as has now taken place. . 

An article in the “Temps” of last night, inclosed, contains the views which I havé — 
ventured to submit in my previous despatches on this subject, with this strong additional’ 
point, that one or more of the existing constituted units might have been brought up to 
sufficient strength to form the expeditionary force, by merely calling up the soldiers of the 
active army on furlough, who are under the Minister’s control, and who could therefore be — 
called up without actual mobilization or appeal to the Legislature. , 

The “Temps” considers that there is no need to alter the existing law, and that all | 
that is needed is courage on the part of the Government to put the Jaw in force. In tha — 
opinion I entirely agree. Prussia had the courage to mobilize partially on several oncasiont 
before her great war of 1866; and unless the necessary spirit of sacrifice is to be found 
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this country on the part of the people, and the necessary resolution on the part of the 
Government to apply the system of universal obligatory service, whenever the need, large 
.t small, arises, that system, as the “Temps” justly remarks, “n’aboutira qu’A une 
immense illusion.” 

I have, & 


, &C. 
(Signed) HENRY BRACKENBURY. 


No. 63. 
General Menabrea to Earl Granville.—(Received April 18,) 
nnelle. 
- le Comte, 35, Queen’s Gate, South Kensington, le 15 Avril, 1881. 


J’Af Phonneur de communiquer 4 votre Excellence, A titre de renseignement, un 
télégramme en date @hier, du Consul-Général d'Italie 4 Tunis, dans lequel sont référé la 
eon faite par M. Roustan au Bey de se concerter avec la France pour les 

tations contre les Kroumirs, et le refus qu’y a opposé Son Altesse. 
Je saisis, &c. 
(Signé) L. F. MENABREA. 


Inclosure in No, 63. 


M. Cairoli to General Menabrea. 
(Télézraphique.) Le 15 Avril, 1881. 
i L’AGENT et Consul-Général de Sa Majesté 4 Tunis télégraphie ce qui suit en date du 
~* Courant :— 
“ Aujourd’hui le Consul de France a été voir le Bey pour lui dire qu’il désirait se 
r avec Son Altesse pour les opérations contre les Kroumirs. 
““Le Bey, en lui exprimant ses meilleurs sentiments envers la France, a déclaré & 
M. Roustan que, pour les raisons indiquées dans les notes qu'il lui avait adressées, il ne 
~Uvait pas accepter ses propositions ; qu’il était prét A rendre justice A ses réclamations, 
on Jui en laissait la liberté; que son frére ainé part demain avec les troupes, muni de 
S pouvoirs; que la tranquillité dont ou jouit a la frontiare devait étre une sire 
tie de sa ferme volonté de remplir son devoir. 
Son “ L’Agent et Consul-Général de France a cherché alors d’obtenir le consentement de 
+t Altesse au tracé d’une ligne de démarcation que les troupes Francaises ne dépasse- 
N t pas, mais le Bey a aussi décliné cette proposition, en engageant vitement M. Roustan 
Persuader le Gouvernement Francais & ne pas insister dans sa demande et 2 le laisser 
tout seul. 
..:_M. Roustan ayant alors demandé & Son Altesse ce que les troupes Tunisiennes 
“uent si les colonnes Frangaises entraient dans le territoire de la Régence, le Bey a 
du qu’elles se retireraient, son intention étant de ne commettre aucune hostilité 
la France et de maintenir avec elle les meilleurs rapports. 
. Ventretien a fini avec la promesse de M. Roustan qu'il rendra compte a Paris des 
Sentiments exprimés par Son Altesse sans toutefois lui garantir que ces déclarations 
nt a modifier l’attitude du Gouvernement de la République.” 
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No. 64, 


(No, 3¢ Mr. Reade to Earl Granville—(Received April 19.) 

My Lord Tunis, April 8, 1881. 

tel 1 HAVE the honour to report that I this day forwarded to your Lordship a 
stam to the following effect :— ; ; 

No. 19. The Bey’s officers on the frontier report, and their report is confirmed by 
the sean gentlemen who have visited that district, that French troops are approaching 
1 ; frontier from the Algerine side in six or seven columns, each column numbering from 
bo 00 to 2,000 men, and that one of these columns has even crossed the Tunisian 
whey: This military movement has spread consternation among the Hamir tribe, 

© had already laid down their arms and returned to their homes, in pursuance of the 

© assurances they had received from their Chiefs. No conflict of any importance 

4ppears 725]. taken place between them and the French troops, except on the 30th 
L 
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ultimo, when, as shown by the fact that the fight occurred on Tunisian grounds, the la er 
were the aggressors. On that occasion, fifteen Hamirs and seven Algerine soldiers wer 
killed. + 
Owing to the above hostile demonstration and the threatening tone of the French 
telegrams and press, a good deal of excitement and alarm is manifested by the natives 
generally. 
Under these circumstances, the continued security of our numerous and widely 
scattered colony cannot be guaranteed, except by such special and effective measures a 
ete Lordship may think proper to adopt in the present emergency. In those measures, 
venture to hope, may be included the immediate dispatch to these waters of one oF 
more of Her Majesty’s ships. ¥ 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) THOS. F. READE. 


No. 65. 
Mr. Reade to Earl Granville-—(Received April 19.) 


(No. 37.) 

My Lord, Tunis, April 11, 1881. 
I HAVE the honour to report that I this day forwarded to your Lordship # 
telegram to the following effect :— . 
No. 20. The reply of the French Minister for Foreign Affairs to the Bey’s le 
apron against any invasion of his territory was yesterday communicated to His 
ighness by M. Roustan. The determination to punish the Hamir tribe is persisted @ 
by the French Government, who decline to modify their original intention in any way. 
Conformably with your Lordship’s telegram No. 15, I have recommended thi 
Government to take all possible measures for co-operating with the French in the punish 
ment of the above-mentioned tribe. Such co-operation, however, the Bey apprehend’ 
would have the effect of throwing the whole country into a state of insurrection. “9 
The unprovoked character of the threatened hostilities, and the general interest® 
involved in the consequences to which they must give rise, have led His Highness to hop® 
that, by the friendly intervention of the other Great Powers, so manifest a violation 
international Treaty will be averted. 
I must beg to express my own conviction that, if an invasion of Tunisian territory 
should unhappily take place, and a portion of it (including, possibly, the Valley of th@ 
Majerdah) be occupied by French troops, pretexts will not be wanting for making tha¥ 
occupation permafent. The insurrection, which is pretty sure to follow, will, it ® 
apprehended, spread immediately all over the country, and the security of all foreignel® 
residing here be jeopardized. In such a case, the Bey’s own person will, I believe, be 
imminent peril. 4 
Except for such an object as that of establishing themselves permanently in thié 
Regency, the French, it appears to me, would scarcely assume the heavy responsibility of 
a hostile invasion of the country under existing circumstances. Never, perhaps, has thet 
been less cause for such an invasion than at the present moment. t 
It is reported from the frontier that a detachment of French cavalry entered th 
Tunisian territory two days ago and remained for some hours there, returning, in th 
afternoon, to their own side of the frontier, without baving encountered any oppositio? 
from the natives, one of whom they took prisoner and carried away. Although throw? 
into a state of effervescence by the arrival of the aggressive force, the natives were with 
some difficulty restrained by their commanding Chief from engaging in the conflict to which 
they were provoked. q 
I have, &c. ‘ 

(Signed) THOS. F. READE. 


———— ee 
No. 66. 


Mr. Reade to Earl Granville-—(Received April 19.) 


(No. 38. 
My Lo Tunis, April 12, 1881. 


I HAVE the honour to report that I this day forwarded to your Lordship a telegra? 
to the following effect :— fe 
No. 21. An erroneous impression appears to prevail in England respecting the 
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Mdependence of the Hamir tribe. They inhabit a district which has always been regarded 
as part of the Tunisian territory. 

. . Under the government of officers appointed by the Bey, the tribute due to the latter 

18, from time to time, exacted from them. | 
That they are subject to the Bey’s rule is further shown by. the fact that the French 
ave hitherto held the Tunisian Government responsible for depredations committed by 
“tem. When, on a recent occasion, the French steamer “ Auvergne” was wrecked and 
Plundered in their district, the Bey was called upon to pay a heavy indemnity to the 
Owners of that vessel, recovering from the Hamirs, as he subsequently did, the amount of 
t indemnity. : 

[ have, &e. 

(Signed) THOS. F. READE. 


Sr 
No. 67. i 


Mr. Reade to Earl Granville-—(Received April 19.) 


0. 39. 
i “al | - Tunis, April 13, i881. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 35 of the 8th instant, inclosing a copy of the 
Bey's. letter replying to an official notification made to him by the French Chargé 
h aires of the intended French military expedition against the Hamirs, I have the 

nour to transmit to your Lordship a copy of a further letter from M. Roustan to the 

, informing His Highness that the Government of the Republic are unable to accede 

to his desire, that the decision to which they have come in respect of the military expedi- 

©n above-mentioned be abandoned or in any way modified. I beg also to annex a copy 
I the Bey’s reply to that communication. 

Having at the same time received from the Bardo a Circular letter which the Bey 
has addressed to all the other foreign Representatives here with reference to the subject of 
nis correspondence with M. Roustan, a copy of it is likewise respectfully submitted here- 
.. To the last-mentioned letter I have merely replied that I would at once communicate 
4S substance to your Lordship. 

By telegraph I have endeavoured to keep your Lordship informed of all the principal 

urrences that have come to my knowledge in connection with the crisis to which the 
Mitical relations between France and Tunis have apparently come. 

I have little more to add for the present. 

_ Ata meeting of all the foreign Representatives which, at the instance of some of my 
Colleagues, was held yesterday, under M. Roustan’s presidency, with a view to concert the 
Measures which it may be necessary to take for the security of our respective subjects in 
the event of a breaking out of hostilities on the frontier, M. Roustan was unable to 

ighten us as to the nature or scope of the intended military movements of the French, 

ud assured us that he did not know what instructions may have been given to the 

Military commanders. Under these circumstances, it is difficult to know whether or not 

T Counsel Europeans who reside in the country to remove with their families to this city. 

“he arrival of terrified or panic-stricken refugees, unless in case of pressing urgency, 

= tend to create unnecessary alarm, or even lead to an outbreak of fanatical 
ir. 

To inquiries (some of them by telegraph from Manchester) which have been made to 
Me as to the prudence of continuing, under present circumstances, to import into Tunis 
‘ticles of British manufacture, I have been equally at a loss what to advise. 

While writing, I am informed that M. Roustan has asked for an audience of the Bey, 
we the purpose of ascertaining what measures His Highness intends definitively to take on 

entrance of French troops into his territory. Ses 
his The Bey will probably adhere to the protest he has recorded against any invasion of 

2 territory ; instruct the commanders of his army to maintain order in the invaded 
strict as far as they may be able to do so; and retire before the advance of the French 

Ops, without offering to them any opposition whatever. | 

_ The unexpected and seemingly superfluous nature of M. Roustan’s request for an 
Audience, and the mysterious movements, or hesitation to advance, of the invading army, 
*ppear to indicate a disposition on the part of the French to negotiate. In sucha case I 
fear that, without the moral support of any of the Great Powers, the Bey may be compelled 

yield to conditions of an unreasonable and humiliating character. The forced resignation 
of the Prime Minister, and a sentence favourable to the Société Marseillaise in the Enfida 
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case, or payment of a heavy war indemnity, are spoken of in quarters which are generall 
well informed as the conditions likely to be enforced. | 7 


I have, &c. | ‘3 
(Signed) THOS. F. READE. — 


P.S.—I had already closed this despatch when information reached me as to the 
upshot of M. Roustan’s audience with the Bey. On learning from the latter that th d 
Tunisian troops cannot and will not co-operate with the French in an attack upon thell 
own countrymen, M. Roustan expressed himself as greatly disappointed, and endeavoure@ 
to point out and insist upon the advantage of such co-operation. The Bey told him thay 
to preserve the friendship of France, he was prepared to undergo almost any sacrifice of 
personal nature; he would even, for such an object, willingly have one of his arms 
amputated; but, he added, he was not prepared to kindle an insurrection in the country 
more formidable proportions, perhaps, than it is possible now to conceive, with all tné 
concomitant horrors and responsibilities. His Highness further begged M. Roustan t 
renew the efforts he himself had made to obtain from the Government of the Republi¢ 
some change or modification of the plan by which they have resolved to redress th or 
alleged grievances against the ‘‘ Hamirs.” ; 

M. Roustan promised to submit the Bey’s wishes once more to the consideration 0 
his Government. oa 
= T. F. .Re9 


Inclosure 1 in No. 67. , 
M. Roustan to the Bey of Tunis. 4 


Monseigneur, Tunis, le 9 Avril, 1881. _ 
A LA suite des communications que j’ai recues ces jours-ci du Gouvernement 
votre Altesse au sujet des préparatifs militaires qui ont lieu actuellement en France et & 
Algérie, en vue de réprimer les attaques des tribus de la frontiére, j’ai fait connaitre 2 mo? 
Gouvernement les observations que votre Altesse m’avait adressées 4 cet égard. | 
Je recois 4 Pinstant la réponse de M. le Ministre des Affaires Etrangéres 4 ces com 
munications, et je m’empresse d’en transmettre ci-joint le texte 4 votre Altesse. ! 


J’ai, &c. | 
(Signé) TH. ROUSTAN. — 


Inclosure 2 in No. 67. 
M. Barthelemy St. Hilaire to M. Roustan. ‘ 
Shas iy ae Paris, te 6 Avril, 1881. — 
’AI récu vos deux télégrammes concernant les explications que le Bey désire. 4 


Veuillez déclarer 4 son Altesse que nous faisons fond sur l’amitié fidéle dont elle nov | 
a si souvent donné V’assurance et dont nous avons aujourd’hui a réclamer des marqu@ 
effectives. Un péril sérieux menace Yintégralité de notre territoire et la sécurité a@ 
populations qui y vivent sous la protection de nos lois. Le péril vient des tribus insoum ises 
qui occupent une partie des Etats du Bey, et contre lesquelles un devoir impérieux © 
défense légitime nous oblige d’opérer avec vigueur. Nous ne pouvons malheureusemet” 
pas compter sur l’autorité du Bey pour réduire ces tribus, avec l’énergie et la promptitue” 
qui sont indispensables, 4 un état de soumission qui les rende désormais inoffensives. ae 
nous avons le droit de compter sur les forces militaires du Bey pour nous préter main-forl® 
dans |’ceuvre de la répression nécessaire. Nos Généraux regoivent en conséquence Yordré 
de s’entendre amicalement avec les Commandants des troupes Tunisiennes et de les aver™ 
au moment ou les besoins des mouvements strategiques les améneront 4 emprunter ie 
leurs opérations le territoire Tunisien, soit prés de la Calle, soit dans la vallée de” 
Medjerdah. C'est en alliés et en auxiliaires du pouvoir souverain du Bey que les sold@®" 
Frangais poursuivront leur marche, c’est aussi en alliés et en auxiliaires que nous espérons - 
rencontrer les soldats Tunisiens avec le renfort desquels nous voulons chatier définitiveme?” 
les auteurs de tant de méfaits, ennemis communs de l’autorité du Bey et de la nétre. 


4] 
Inclosure 3 in No. 67. 
The Bey of Tunis to M. Roustan, 


NOUS avons regu votre lettre du 9 Avril en réponse a la nétre du 7 Joumada el Oula 
&t avons pris connaissance des points qui y sont traités. 

Vous dites, en premier lieu, qu'il est impossible au Gouvernement de la République 
de revenir sur la détermination quil a prise. Nous nourrissions l’espoir que le contenu de 
réponse aurait suffi pour atteindre le but proposé, d’autant plus que nous vous avions 
laré qu’il était en notre pouvoir de maintenir la tranquillité ; mais puisque, a notre grand 
°gret, le Gouvernement Frangais persiste dans sa premiére décision, nous nous trouvons 
fans la nécessité de vous renouveler, malgré notre désir du contraire, les protestations 
“ontenues dans notre précédente réponse, pour les mémes raisons qui y sont indiquées. En 
nous répétons que l’entrée des troupes Frangaises ferait naitre des questions et des 
“omplications au sujet desquelles nous déclinons toute responsabilité. Nous avons donc la 
Viction que le Gouvernement de la République, dont nous avons eu toujours a cceur de 
COnserver Vamitié et les bonnes relations, prendra en considération et avec un esprit de 

“SUce ja situation qui nous serait ainsi faite. ; : 
_ Votre présente lettre contient que les faits arrivés 4 la frontiére sont d’une gravité 
©Xceptionnelle. A cela nous vous réitérons notre précédente déclaration que les faits 
vés dans ces derniers temps arrivent en tout temps entre les tribus voisines, méme si 
“8 appartiennent 4 un méme Etat. Nous vous fournissons la preuve dans le Rapport 

Melus, que nous avons regu des Délégués que nous avons envoyés pour vérifier les faits 
4 sont arrivés 8 Khoumir. Vous remarquerez par le contenu de ce Rapport qu’il ne 
*agit que d’une affaire de peu d’importance et d’aucune gravité extraordinaire. Le fait 
est réellement d’une gravité extraordinaire dans cette affaire, cest l’entrée de soldats 
Neais sur notre territoire pour combattre les Khoumirs. Vous reléverez également 
ine les premiéres agressions sont venues de la part des Algériens et que le combat a eu 

~ Sur notre territoire. : 

Répondant maintenant au dernier point de votre lettre, par laquelle vous nous dites 
We les Généraux Francais ont recu lordre de régler leur conduite sur l’attitude que 
-4dront nos soldats, nous vous prions de remarquer qu'il ne peut pas nous venir dans 
ee de traiter les soldats Francais autrement qu’avec amitié et bons procédés. Nos 
a n’ont d’autre mission que celle de régler les réclamations réciproques et de punir 
criminels dont la culpabilité aura été prouvée. Divailleurs, le Chef de l’expédition est 
te alement chargé de cette mission, il a pour instructions d’accueiller avec empressement 
: téclamations que les autorités Algériennes lui adresseront au nom des tribus qui 
gr raient eu A souffrir de la part de nos tribus et de les régler avec sollicitude et justice. 
done les autorités Frang¢aises voudraient prendre cette voie, vous pouvez ¢tre certain 
© ces affaires seront réglées de la maniére la plus équitable. 

. Nous prenons Dieu 4 témoin de n’avoir eu aucune intention dans cette expédition qui 
Ptisse causer la moindre peine au Gouvernement Frangais, a plus forte raison notre armée 
N€ peut-elle se livrer avec notre consentement A aucun acte regrettable. 

ous ne pouvez pas ignorer, dans tous les cas, qu’a la premiére nouvelle qui nous est 

~ “enue sur l’affaire qui nous occupe en ce moment, nous avons envoyé des Délégués avec 

‘lon de maintenir l’ordre dans ces localités et de prévenir tout conflit, quand méme ce 

_ Serait pour repousser une attaque. Maintenant, si les troupes Frangaises se livraient 4 une 

Noe Lue Sur notre propre territoire contre nos tribus, ceux-ci pourraient contrairement a 

bilge repousser |’attaque. Dans ce cas, nous ne pouvons que décliner toute responsa- 

qui pourraient résulter d’un pareil conflit. 

Ecrit le 12 Joumada el Oula, 1298 (11 Avril, 1881). 


Inclosure 4 in No. 67. 


The Bey of Tunis to Mr. Reade. 
Traduction.) a Ps 
re L nous avait été soumis dans ces derniers temps que des conflits avaient eu lieu 
a des tribus Tunisiennes et des tribus Algériennes, leurs voisins du coté de la Ragba, 
enn lesquels des actes de vol et d’autres crimes ont été commis de part et d’autre. Nous 
ts envoyé immédiatement des Délégués de notre part, sur les lieux, avec mission d’avoir 
de sconférences avec les Délégués Francais pour régler ces affaires d’aprés le mode 
. - glement en usage entre nous dans ces sortes d'affaires. L’entente n’a pas pu avoir 
» et, Ss — lieu, le Délégué Algérien s’est abstenu deux fois de se rendre a 
5 M 
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la conférence au jour indiqué, sous le prétexte qu’il était indisposé, et enfin qu’il n’avait pa 
d'instructions. a‘ 

Pendant ce temps d’autres faits isolés de la méme nature ont eu lieu entre a 
individus de la tribu Tunisienne des Khamirs et quelques individus des tribus Algérienn 
faits qui sont habituels aux tribus qui sont voisines entre elles, quand méme eli 
appartiendraient 4 un méme Etat. Aussitot que cette autre nouvelle nous est parvenu® 
nous avons immédiatement envoyé un Kahia avec une partie de cavaliers pour s’enquerl 
des faits, rétablir ordre, et empécher nos tribus de se livrer 4 des voies de fait contre leu} 
voisins, méme dans le cas ot ceux-ci auraient commencé l’agression. Notre Délégué now 
a ae que nos tribus se sont rendues 4 cette invitation et que l’ordre n’a plus 
trouble. 

Ne voulant pas nous arréter a cette seule mesure nous avons envoyé notre Ministre & 
la Guerre & la téte d’une colonne expéditionnaire composée de troupes réguliéres et & 
cavaliers; nous avons également décidé d’envoyer notre frére, Sidy Ali Bey, avec ub® 
autre colonne, qui se mobilise en ce moment dans le but d’assurer définitivement * 
tranquillité dans cette région et régler les réclamations respectives. i" 

Sur ces entrefaites nous recevons la lettre dont vous trouverez ci-inclus copie, p® 
laquelle M. le Chargé d’Affaires de France nous annonce que le Gouvernement de # 
République a décidé de faire chatier quelques tribus Tunisiennes. Par la réponse que now? 
lui avons faite et dont vous trouverez également une copie ci-inclus, nous avons fait savol 
a M. le Chargé d’Affaires de France que nous avions déja pris les mesures nécessaife 
4 l’égard de nos tribus ; nous avons en méme temps protesté contre l’entrée éventuelle d& 
troupes Frangaises sur notre territoire, lequel est considéré par nous comme une violatio® 
de nos droits et de ceux de |’Empire Ottoman, dont la Régence fait partie intégrant™ 
Nous avons également fait & la Sublime Porte un rapport détaillé de tout ce qui & 
arrivé, pour couvrir notre responsabilité vis-a-vis d’elle. ; 

Les intéréts des étrangers des sujets des Puissances Européennes 4 Tunis étant lie 
avec ceux de la Régence, nous avons cru devoir nous adresser a vous, ainsi qu’a v0 
collégues, Représentants des Grandes Puissances, avec priére d’informer votre Gouvern®™ 
ment et leurs Gouvernements respectifs de la situation. Nous nous adressons a leul® 
sentiments bien connus de justice et d’équité pour qu’ils nous prétent leurs concours dal® 
le but de sauvegarder nos droits et ceux de]’Empire Ottoman. Nous les prions égalemed* 
de faire cesser les actes et les menaces qui auraient pour effet des dangers dont noW 
déclinons toute responsabilité. 

Ecrit le 9 Jowmada el Oura, 1298 (8 Avril, i881). — 


No. 68. 
Mr. Reade to Earl Granville—(Received April 19.) 


(No. 40. 
My Lo Tunis, April 15, 1881. 
CONTINUING my reports on the Franco-Tunisian difficulty, I have the honour 
inform your Loidship that Sy Ali Bey, eldest brother and heir-apparent of the reigni0 
Bey, but more commonly known by the title of “Bey of the Camp,” took his departut® 
yesterday for the frontier at the head of 3,000 troops and 8 pieces of field artillery. Th® 
force, added to the division which is already on the frontier under the command e 
General Sy Selim, the War Minister, and contingents on the march to the same destinatio? 
from Susa and other towns, will form an army of at least 7,000 men. / 
On the frontier all is quiet, nothing in the nature of a conflict having occurred ther 
since the 30th or 31st ultimo, when, as before reported, a fight took place on Tunisia? 
und. ¥ 
= The Hamir Chiefs at the Tunisian General’s head-quarters insist on their tribe havi®8- 
done nothing more than repel aggression from the Algerian side, and demand the strictes” 
inquiry into all the facts of the case, declaring themselves ready to afford every satisfactiO” 
or reparation that may be called for by the circumstances. 
or the report conveyed in a telegram, which is published in some of the Parisia® 
newspapers, that a further action between French troops and Hamirs was fought on 
8th instant, and that 20 of the former and 40 of the latter were on that occasion kille¢ 
there is not, I am assured, the slightest foundation. ‘d 


1 have, &c. ‘ 
(Signed) THOS. F. READE. 
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No, 69. 


Mr. Reade to Earl Granville—(Received April 19.) 
(No. 23,) 
(Telegraphic.) Tunis, April 18, 1881. 
" HAVAS telegram yesterday reports an alleged discharge of musketry by natives at 
abarca upon French gun-boat “‘ Hyéne ” on the latter's approach to that island. M. Roustan 

188 intimated officially to the Bey determination of French Government to revindicate 
honour of their flay and expunge reported insult. Nobody here believes the report, the 

d being very small, and having scarcely any inhabitants. Among latter is a French 
Consular Agent concerned in the coral fishery. The Bey has- sent au officer to inves- 
tigate the matter. Considerable reinforcements of troops are being dispatched to Tabarca. 
The gun-boat, as I imagine, may have been taking groundings preparatory to the disem- 
barkation of a French military force, and possible occupation of that part of the Regency. 

Tn view of this further complication, and the irregular and uncertain telegraphic 
Communication under French administration, I venture to suggest that a small Govern- 
Ment vessel may be stationed here, to insure certain communication by way of Sicily. 


eee SS 
No. 70. . 
| Mr. Reade to Earl Granville-—(Received April 19, 6°30 P.M.) 


0. 24, 
Ee sic) Tunis, April 19, 1881, 10°45 a.m. 
A LETTER received yesterday from the officer in command at Tabarca reports 
that a French ship of war approached that part of the coast on the 16th instant, and 
ded to take soundings, and whilst so engaged a parley took place between the 
Commander and the natives through the medium of a Chief of the Algerian tribe of Arhad, 
that permission was asked for a French military party to land and march across the 
Mountains towards Algeria, which was instantly refused, the natives adding that they 
Were all prepared to die rather than consent to such a proposition. The letter speaks of 
©Xcitement and irritation caused among the natives by the mysterious and seemingly 
Uregular movements of the French ship of war, but no mention is made of a single shot 
‘upon her. A petition has been addressed to me by British subjects resident here 
Ying that, in view of the prevailing excitement, Her Majesty’s Government may be 
Pleased to direct that one or more of Her Majesty’s ships may proceed to these waters. A 
“py of this petition will go by post. In the event of an invasion of the country the 
Presence of these ships will, I believe, be very necessary. 


No. 71. 


Mr. Reade to Earl Granville.-—(Received April 20, 7 P.M.) 


0. 25, 
| tha iy Tunis, April 20, 1881, 2 P-M. 
f INTELLIGENCE has just arrived from Tabarca of the arrival there on the 18th 
a French iron-clad and three other ships. The naval Commander informed officer in 
hemand of principal fort that he had instructions to take the two forts, and recommended 
; ™ for his own personal safety to remain on board ship. The Tunisian declined this 
QVitation, as he said he had no authority to quit his post. M. Roustan informs the Bey 
the same time of the intended disembarkation of French troops, and recommends His 
mess to immediately withdraw the garrison he has there, in order to prevent the 
sibility of any collision between them and the French. His Highness declines to 
Withdraw his troops until the invasion of his territory takes place, when they will retire 
protest. see 
and A Mussulman insurrection is apprehended, and there is consequently much agitation 
alarm in the country. 
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No. 72. 
Earl Granville to Sir A. Paget. | 
(No. 160.4. Confidential.) fi 
Sir, Foreign Office, April 20,1881. — 


THE Italian Ambassador has been good enough to communicate to me, confidentially, 
some instructions which have been sent to the Italian Consul-General in Tunis, as to 
the attitude to be maintained with reference to the French operations on TunisiaD 
territory. o 

af these instructions the necessity is. pointed out of endeavouring-to preserve the 
status quo in Tunis, as well as the safety of the Italian colony in the Regency, whilst to- 
secure these objects the importance of united action with England is strongly urged. 

Reference is also made to the advice given by Her Majesty’s Government to the Bey 
to “a with the French troops for the chastisement of the Kroumirs, a course 
which the Bey had, however, declined to take ; and the instructions proceed to point out 
the possible ultimate necessity of sending ships of war to Goletta for the protection of - 
Italian subjects, with which object the necessary preparations had been made, whilst in 
order to avoid any misunderstanding with France as to the intentions of such a measure, — 
or any encouragement to her to send a superior force, it was considered most advisable to 
follow the course that might be taken by Her Majesty’s Government. General 
Menabrea explained, in communicating these instructions, that seeing the evident danger 
to which Europeans in Tunis would be exposed in the present crisis, his Government had 
already made arrangements for some iron-clads proceeding to Tunis immediately the 
necessity should be recognized, and the Italian Consul-General was in the meantime to — 
do his utmost to prevent the Bey taking any step to complicate matters, or to encourage — 
the French to extend their operations beyond what was necessary for the punishment of 
the Kroumirs ; and his Excellency adverted to the importance already referred to in the 
instructions to the Consul, of simultaneous and identic action with Her Majesty's 
Government, and specifically in the matter of the eventual despatch of war vessels to the — 
coast of Tunis should it become necessary. 

In acknowledging General Menabrea’s communication, I have expressed my regret at” 
the Bey’s refusal to co-operate with the French, since it gives them a plausible excuse for 
taking the law into their own hands; and I have intimated my concurrence in the vieW 
that the endeavours of both countries should be directed to inducing the Bey to act with 
as much prudence as possible; with which object in view, similar advice from the British 
and Italian Governments could not fail to have some effect. 

I informed General Menabrea that a British man-of-war was ready at Malta to start 
for Tunis at the shortest notice ; but I observed that it was certain that the French would — 
send vessels whenever the Italian and British Governments, or either of them, did so, but 
that this step must, nevertheless, be taken as a matter of course whenever there was red 
occasion for it, on account of danger- to.the lives and property of our respective 
subjects. y 
; I observed, however, that it did not appear, from anv facts of which Her Majesty’s 
Government were in possession, that such was the case at the present moment, although, — 
from the beginning, Mr. Reade had asked for naval protection ; and Her Majesty’s Govern’ 
ment understood that a petition from English residents is about to be forwarded to the — 
same effect. 4 

It was the experience of Her Majesty’s Government, however, as it was probably that 
of Italy, that demands for naval protection rather anticipate than lag after the necessity 
of the case. ; 

1 engaged to inform General Menabrea whenever Her Majesty’s Government take any — 
decision on the subject, trusting to hear from his Excellency in a similar case. 4 

I at the same time suggested to General Menabrea that it might be well for the 
Italian Government to give the French Government some intimation of the possibility of 4 
contingency arising which might render it necessary to send vessels to protect Italia! 
subjects from the risk of Mahommedan fanaticism, rather than to wait for the moment — 
when the ships may have to be sent. 

Iam, &e. a 
(Signed) GRANVILLE. | 
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Nae 
Consul-General Playfair to Earl Granville—(Received April 21.) 


0. 4.) 
Ms Lord, ; Algiers, April 16, 1881, 
,__ IN continuation of my letter No. 3 of the 14th instant, I have the honour to report 
that no intelligence from the frontier has yet reached Algiers. 

General Osmont, commanding tke 19th Corps d’Armée, has frequently during the 
Past two days, either personally, or through an Aide-de-camp, asked me to furnish informa- 

N regarding the obstacles which a force might be expected to encounter between three 
Points: Tabarea, El-Aioun, and El-Badja. he 

This leads me to believe that a portion of the expeditionary force at least will 
the very route which I followed and which is described in my work “ Travels in the 
Footsteps of Bruce.” : ; 

.. I have thought that I could not possibly do wrong in supplying General Osmont 

information which has been before the public for three years. I have therefore not 

Suly lent him the work in question, but I have had translated the most important extracts 
nch. 

To-day I warned his Aide-de-camp that the most attractive place in the whole district 
for the encampment of a force was the wide valley in front of the Island of Tabarca. 
I said that though close to a landing-place, with abundance of water and rich pasturage, 
Climate was the most deadly in North Africa, and that any force camping there would 
°ertainly be decimated. He replied, almost inadvertently, “ En effet, c’est ce que nous 
ons trouvé.” | 
7 This would almost tempt me to believe that a landing has actually been made at 

> though I have heard nothing to confirm my suspicion. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) , R. L. PLAYFAIR. 


No. 74. 


General Menabrea to Sir J. Pauncefote-——(Received April 21.) 
€rsonnelle.) 
t Sir Julian, Londres, le 21 Avril, 1881. 
hice J’AI Vhonneur de vous transmettre le télégramme ci-joint relatif 4 Tunis que j'ai regu 

Soir, 

Veuillez le communiquer 4 Lord Granville, en le priant de me faire savoir si, vu les 
stances, l’Angleterre est, de méme que I'Italie, disposé¢e 4 envoyer 4 la Goulette 
aviso pour faire le service des dépéches entre le port et Marsala, qui est la station 
‘légraphique la plus proche du continent Africain, dans le cas probable ot le télégraphe 
“ntre Tunis et Alger serait interrompu par suite des opérations militaires de la France. 

Veuillez, &c. 
(Signe) L. F. MENABREA. 


Inclosure in No. 74. 


M. Cairoli to General Menabrea. 

(Télégraphique. Rome, le 20 Avril, 1881. 
NOTRE Consul-Général 4 Tunis, M. Maccio, me télégraphie que, demain probable- 
Ment les Francais franchiront la frontiére. On croit que de graves désordres n’éclatent 4 
te occasion. Comme la ligne télégraphique par Alger sera, sans doute, interrompue, 
\ €st indispensable qu’un des avisos de station 4 la Goulette porte, le cas échéant, 
rsala, qui est le point le plus rapproché du réseau télégraphique Européen, les 
.~P€ches urgentes. Ne voulant rien faire qui puisse préter 4 des commentaires ficheux, 
if Prie votre Excellence d’entretenir, sans retard, Lord Granville de ce sujet important, de 
.tormer qu’un aviso Italien sera expédié & Tunis, et de lui demander si l’Angleterre est 

disposée a en faire autant. 
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No. 75. 


| Earl Granville to Sir A. Paget, P 

ahi 1674. Confidential.) ‘Ss 
ir, Foreign Office, April 22, 1881. — 
THE Italian Ambassador has been good enough to communicate to me a telegratl 
dated yesterday, received from the Italian Consul-General in Tunis. a 
e telegram reports that the Arab population were in a state of the utmost excite 

ment in consequence of the threatened occupation of Tunis by the French, and the Const? 
expresses his conviction that if it takes place a conflict is inevitable. Arms and munitions 
of all kinds were being bought up, in this expectation, at exhorbitant prices, and thé 
Consul anticipated that the moment must come when the precautions taken by the Bey 


and his Ministers would be powerless to prevent an explosion. ~ 
3 I am, &c. | 
(Signed) GRANVILLE. — 
No. 76. 


Sir J. Pauncefote to the Secretary to the Admiralty. ‘ 
’ Foreign Office, April 22, 1881. _ 

AS the course of events in Tunis may lead to such a state of affairs as to place th® 
lives and property of British subjects in that Regency in danger, I am directed by Bat 
Granville to request that you will state to the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty that 
he is of opinion that a ship-of-war should be held in readiness at Malta to be dispatched t0 
the Tunisian coast whenever Her Majesty’s Government may determine that it is desirable 
that one of the Queen’s ships should proceed thither, of which determination 
Granville will give due intimation to the Board of Admiralty. 


Tam, &c. | 
(Signed) JULIAN PAUNCEFOTE. — 


etapa 


No. 77. 
Lord Lyons to Earl Granville-—(Received April 23.) 


(No. 374. Very Confidential.) 
My Lord, | Paris, April 22, 1881. — 
THE French press, not to say the French Government, seems to be bent upo® 
py grievances or, so to speak, upon getting up a strong case against the Bey 
of Tunis. ; 
The cry in the newspapers for the total unconditional annexation of the Regency 
Algeria does not diminish in strength, while hardly any paper seems to acquiesce in les® 
than the establishment of an exclusive French Protectorate. | 
I understand that there is nothing in the movements of troops which have actually 
taken place which betrays the design of extending the military operations beyond point$ 
advantageous for action against the frontier tribes, but the plans of campaigns, published 
on more or less authority, appear to contemplate the advance to positions adapted fof 
menacing the capital itself, or for overawing the population generally. "a 
My own impression is that at this moment the intention of the French Government 
is to inflict signal chastisement on the frontier tribes, and to exact from the Bey th@- 
signature of a Treaty which, with or without the introduction of the word Protectorat® 
shall place France in an exceptional and predominating position in the Regency. 4 
Your Lordship may remember that so long ago as the beginning of February last 
Mr. Reade reported on the authority of the Bey himself that M. Roustan, the Frenc? 
Chargé d’Affaires, had proposed to His Highness to accept a French Protectorate, in orde 
~ secure himself against designs upon his independence stated to be entertained by tb? 
orte. 2 
It was in connection with these supposed designs that, according to the second versiO® — 
- the matter given by M. Barthélemy St. Hilaire, the “Friedland” was really sent 
unis. — 
A report has now been put about that the Porte contemplates deposing the presest | 
Bey, and setting up Khaireddin Pasha in his place. 


if | 
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.. The French Government will certainly not be a party to any such arrangement, for 
it has always most strenuously resisted any admission that Tunis is in any way dependent 
Upon the Sultan. 

_ There may, however, be again an attempt to work upon the fears of the Bey by 
Tepresenting to him that he is in danger from Constantinople. 
_ Warned, perhaps, by the result of the despatch of the “ Friedland,” the French now 
appear resolved that it shall be by land, and not by sea, that material pressure shall be 
put oe the Bey by the exhibition of French force. 
, .t is avowed (at least in the newspapers) that French ships of war are not sent to 
‘unis because they would probably attract the ships of war of other Powers to the spot, 
While on land France and Tunis are téte-d-téte. : 

If the resistance of the Bey to French demands is continued until the French troops 
’pproach the city of Tunis itself, it will be difficult to foresee the moment at which they 
Will be withdrawn. 

I have, &e. 


(Signed) | LYONS. 
eS 


No. 78. 
Colonel Brackenbury to Lord Lyons.—(Received at the Foreign Office, April 23.) 
(No. 31.) . 
My Lord, Paris, April 22, 1881. 


SINCE I last had the honour of addressing your Excellency on the subject of the 
Tunis expedition further details of the preparations for the invasion of the territory of the 
Bey ave appeared in the newspapers, but I am still without information from the Ministry 
of War. I inclose a copy of “ L’Armée Francaise” of the 20th instant, which gives full 
details, somewhat different from those previously forwarded by me, of the composition of 
= expeditionary force and of the forces remaining available in Algeria. According to 
“ese Returns the expeditionary force consists of 17,000 rifles, 1,900 sabres, and 56 guns ; 

there remain available in Algeria 25,000 rifles, 8,000 sabres, and 54 guns, 
abo The dispositions for the invasion appear to be nearly completed. The right column, 

ut 6,000 infantry, 400 cavalry, and 24 guns, under General Logerot, is stationed 

ae een Souk-Ahras and the frontier, opposite to and south of the commencement of the 
ardimaou-Tunis Rallway; its right flank protected by the Goums, or irregular Arab 

ty. The left column, 10,000 infantry, 300 cavalry, and 24 guns, under General 
“Elébeque, is écheloned along the frontier from La Calle southwards towards Souk-Ahras, 
tnected with the right column by Gaume’s cavalry brigade, 1,200 sabres and 6 guns. 

Corps de débarquement” under Colonel Delpech, consisting of 3 battalions of infantry, 
Ween and a section of engineers was to land yesterday at Tabarea, to which place it 
é *S conveyed in the iron-clad “ Surveillante,” the two gun-boats “ Chacal” and “ Hyéne,” 
Nd the transport ‘* Corréze.”’ 

. avalry reconnaissances have been pushed for several miles across the frontier without 
Ry countering any resistance. But a convoy of provisions on the way from La Calle to 


te ~Aioun, in French territory, is reported to have been attacked, and some resistance is 
Ported to have been made near the frontier on two occasions to the requisitions which 
teported to have been made for 5,000 men and 1,200 horses for transport purposes im 
OL: rovince of Constantine alone. These are apparently only isolated acts of Algerian 
‘els desirous of asserting their independence. 2 
fort he gun-boat “ Hy&ne,” while taking soundings, was fired upon from the Tunisian 
tha: @u the mainland opposite the Island of Tabarca a few days ago; and it is pretended 
lias the decision to land at Tabarca is the consequence of this “act of aggression.” It 
» however, been no secret for some time past that a force was to land there, as the 
Stead and small port of Tabarca will be required to facilitate the supply of a force 
Vancing along the coast from La Calle. I inclose a copy of “L’Armée Frangaise” of 
ay, giving a sketch of the island and the anchorage. Oia 
29 € number of men whom the Kroumirs can put into the field is estimated at about 
theiy - They are very badly armed, and ill-supplied with ammunition. The story of 
dou}, being supplied with breech-loaders similar to those in use in the Italian army is 
Th tless one of the many fictitious rumours started to create an ill-feeling against Italy. 
*Y are entirely without artillery. 
Th The troops which the Bey can put into the field do not probably exceed 5,000. 
®y have never been able to hold their own against the Kroumirs ; and it is doubtless 
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true that a large part of the guns and ammunition of the Kroumirs has been captureé 
from the Bey’s troops at various times. 4 
Up to the present date the dispositions that have been made are not actually 
inconsistent with the assertion that the campaign will be confined to the chastisement # 
the Kroumirs. But the press of yesterday and to-day sketches, with remarkable unanimity, # 
plan of campaign which decidedly goes beyond this. It is agreed that the right column is 
operate in the basin of the Oued-Mellégue against Kef. In the inclosed article from thé 
xy Temps ” of yesterday, the only reason given for this operation is that Kef is “ une villé 
sainte.” To-day’s “Journal des Débats” explains this by saying that Kef is a religiou® 
centre (“qui rayonne sur toute la Tunisie”), and that from it “sont partis les maraboutS | 
qui préchent actuellement dans les tribus la guerre sainte contre les Francais.” I nee¢ 
scarcely say that, though the detaching a column to watch Kef might be justified as 4 
necessary precaution for any force operating in the Valley of the Medjerda, any attack 
against Kef, or indeed any operations south of the Tunis-Ghardamaou Railway, can havé 
nothing to do with the chastisement of the Kroumirs. a 
The “ Journal des Débats,” speaking of the importance of an advance by the Valley 3 
the Medjerda, mentions as the objective point of a force marching by that line, “ Béj 
d’oi l’on peut a volonté soit prendre a revers le massif des montagnes occupé par le 
Kroumirs, soit, au besoin, menacer Tunis ou Bizerte.” And the “ Liberté” of yesterdays 
in an article which I inclose, points out the difficulties and losses of men and of money 
which will be caused by a war in the mountains and forests of the Kroumirs, the lengt® 
of time it may last, the complications it may give rise to, and urges the simple and moré 
complete course of going to Tunis, and settling matters with the Bey in person. 7 
I find it difficult to believe that with such elements for a quarrel as now exist betwee? 
the French Republic and the Bey, with the Bey’s troops armed and on the frontier, wit? 
20,000 French troops in the field, under Generals, all doubtless desirous of somethiog 
more than an arduous campaign in a barren country against a horde of savages, the circl@ 
of hostilities will be confined to the Kroumir country. If the Bey becomes openly hostilé 
to France (and the pretext for declaring him hostile can easily be found), an advance 0P 
the City of Tunis becomes, to my mind as a soldier, a military necessity of the situatio® 
Will it then be confined to an advance by the long route from the frontier, or will a? 
expeditionary force be sent to Tanis or Bizerte? In former despatches I have pointed ou! 
that the means exist at Toulon, and at Bone, for the rapid formation of such a force ; an@ 
the following significant sentence appears in the “‘ Avenir Militaire ” of to-day :— q 
“Tl se confirme que des ordres sont partis du Ministére de la Guerre pour la formatio® 
immédiate, 4 Nimes, d’un corps de débarquement dont l’entrée 4 Tunis par La Goulett? 
ou Bizerte coincidera avec l’arrivée du corps expéditionnaire prés de la frontiére Alg@ 
rienne. fl 
I have not seen this statement confirmed elsewhere ; and I have seen it argued tha’ 
the French will not send any expedition by sea to either Tunis or Bizerte, as other Powel 
would then send ships also, and European complications might be produced, whereas, bY 
operating only from their frontier they keep the matter entirely between France and th@ 
Bey. ‘To this argument I attach small importance, as, if a force marches by land 0 
Tunis, French ships will certainly go either to that port or Bizerte, to re-embark the troop® 
if they leave the country, or to provision them if they remain there. It cannot 
supposed that a French force at Tunis would continue to have its base and source % 
supply at a small port on the seaboard of Algeria, and its line of communications extende® 
through the whole Regency of Tunis and the Province of Constantine to Bone, or that # 
would retura to France by that circuitous route. It appears to me, therefore, that if th® 
French make war upon the Bey they will send a pan by — to Tunis or Bizerte. 
ave, 
(Signed) HENRY BRACKENBURY. © 


No, 79, 
The Secretary to the Admiralty to Lord Tenterden.—(Received April 23.) q 


(Confidential.) : 
Sir, Admiralty, April 23, 1881. _ 

I AM commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to transmit, for th® 
information of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, copy of a despatch dated the 15? 
instant, which has been received from Mr. E. W. Mark, Her Majesty’s Consul at Marseille5y 
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once, and, as a matter of course, the duty incumbent upon them of taking measures in | 
case of need for the protection of British life and property, and it is satisfactory to in® 
that their expectation has been fulfilled. 

I scarcely understand the meaning of M. St. Hilaire’s intimation that the Frene® 
Government might decide to take similar steps, as I was under the belief that there wa 
already a French ship of war at Tunis. It is possible that your Excellency may be abl | 
to explain the meaning of the remark. a 

ith reference to the declaration made by M. Barthélemy St. Hilaire to the Turkis? 
Ambassador, in regard to the relations between the Porte and Tunis, as reported DY | 
M. Challemel-Lacour, and communicated to your Excellency in my preceding despate® 
No. 390a of this day’s date, it will be right that your Excellency should take an oppo” | 
tunity of reminding the French Minister for Foreign Affairs that this country has alway? | 
maintained the doctrine that the Regency of Tunis is under the suzerainty of the Port | 
and forms a part of the Ottoman Empire. 4 


T am, &c. e | 
(Signed) GRANVILLE. 
ene Cr ee ee ee ee 
No. 82. 
Earl Granville to Lord Lyons. 
No. 3904.) f 
y Lord, Foreign Office, April 23, 1881. , 


THE French Ambassador called at this Office a few days since to make the followi> | 
communication :— ; | 
That the Turkish Ambassador at Paris had called on M. Barthélemy St. Hilaire % | 
to his Excellency on the subject of Tunis. That M. Barthélemy St. Hilaire haf | 
declined any official conversation on the subject, but had declared unofficially to him tha | 
whatever might be the “liens religieux” between the Porte and the Regency, Franc | 
never had, in modern times, recognized, and never would recognize, any political rights © 
Porte over Tunis, which they do not consider to constitute part of the Ottomé | 
ominions. | | 


I am, &c. 4g 
(Signed) GRANVILLE. | 


No. 83. 


Earl Granville to Sir A. Paget. . | 
(No. 1684. Confidential.) | 
Sir, Foreign Office, April 23, 1881. ,} 
IN continuation of his preceding communication reported in my despatch No. 1674 % | 
yesterday’s date, General Menabrea has informed me privately that the reports recelve® | 
by his Excellency from Tunis were still more alarming, and that the Europeans in "| 
Regency were loudly calling for the protection of their respective Governments. | 
General Menabrea represented that as the French had crossed the frontier, 
moment appeared to have arrived for sending some maz of war to Goeletta, not a5" | 
menace to France, but merely to reassure the subjects of England and France respective? 
against the dangers of Mussulman fanaticism. P 
The Italian Ambassador repeated the assurance that his Government were desirous m 
acting in conformity with the proceedings of Great Britain in this matter, the t% 
countries having in view but one and the same object, namely, the protection of th” 
respective subjects. F 
General Menabrea expressed his desire to ascertain as early as possible what cour 
Her Majesty's Government would take in this emergency, in order that the Italie" 
Government might regulate their own proceedings accordingly. | 


Iam, &c. 


(Signed) GRANVILLE. 
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No. 84. 
( 0. 26.) Mr. Reade to Earl Granville— (Received April 24.) 
telegraphic.) Tunis, April 28, 1881. 


M. ROUSTAN requested this morning the Bey’s permission to land an armed force 
aod two guns from the French ship of war at the Goletta, for the alleged purpose of 
| ng the European colony in this city. ; 
of The Bey declined to grant the request, and renewed his protest against any violation 
7 territory. The proposal was most unnecessary, and would, if carried out, cause 
tmous agitation, and probably a rising of the Mussulman natives. 
The Bey’s exertions to master the Hamirs are being crowned with complete success, 


unless the Tunisian territory is invaded no disturbance is apprehended in the 


cy. 
Your Lordship’s telegram No. 17 just received. No. 33 is a mistake for No, 23. 
a. have inquired about No. 22, but can get no satisfactory explanation. It will be 
nd in my despatch No. 41 of the 15th. 
of delay, mutilations, and suppression of telegrams are subject of common 


“Mplaint, and a telegram from the “Standard” correspondent sent on the same day as 


dyeclegram No. 22 it is believed was suppressed. One from editor of ‘‘ Daily News” 
12th instant reached me on the 15th. 

Means of direct communication with Sicily or Malta is, I think, indispensable. 
,. telegram from the Sultan repeats approval of the Bey, and informs him that he is 
Notiating with the Great Powers to protect his own and the Bey’s rights. 


oS See eee errant eee ee ewer te 


No. 85. 
aN Mr. Goschen to Earl Granville—(Received April 25.) 
M 9. 296.) 
"Y Lord, Constantinople, April 19, 1881. 


tho I HAD a long conversation with M. Tissot a few days ago about Tunis, or rather, I 
ip say, M. Tissot stated his views on the subject to me at considerable length and with 
Said Vivacity, while I did not consider it advisable to offer any comments on what he 
The conversation was quite unofficial, and I do not know whether his Excellency 
thine oay thing to me which is not already known to your Lordship, but I nevertheless 
Was it right to communicate the substance of what passed. I should add that M. Tissot 
the Representative of France in Tunis for some years, and has evidently studied the 
> ieaaga historically as well as diplomatically with some enthusiasm. His Excellency gave 
ia brief historical sketch of the relations of Tunis to France and Spain on the one 
bn and to the Turks on the other, enumerating the various families who had governed 
of Us, and the dates of the chief occurrences, with a precision of statement and a rapidity 
€scription which showed me to what an extent he had studied every detail. 
Ton; JS main argument went to show that no sovereign rights on the part of Turkey over 


| being had ever been acknowledged ; the very bombardments of Tunis by foreign Powers 


host}: tribute to her independence. She had been attacked without reference to any 
trea 8 with Turkey, and without remonstrance on her part. All foreign Powers had 
Ott, Tunis as a separate State to be punished, without interference on the part of the 
Prete. Empire, when offences had been committed, and only in very late years had 
4sions been put forward in an opposite direction. 

the p,” Tissot referred to action repeatedly taken during the July monarchy. Whenever 
Cond urkish fleet had approached Tunis, a French fleet had sailed from Toulon, and had 
aly Ucted the Turkish fleet back to the very mouth of the Dardanelles. Turkey had 

ays been warned off Tunis by France. His Excellency wound up his sketch up to the 
tr 1865 by declaring that the French recognized nothing but a spiritual tie between 
ag Nis and Turkey, but that as for sovereign rights, the Kings of Piedmont had retained 
ee right to Cyprus as the Sultan to Tunis. In 1865 Kheredine Pasha had come 
off, Tunis to Constantinople, and intrigues commenced, by which Turkey was to be 


latter a better position as regards Tunis in exchange for the promise of protection to the. 


of "pT? while Kheredine Pasha was supposed to be secretly aiming at being made Governor 
. “Unis himself, His mission did not succeed. The attempt was repeated in 1871, and 


tigh time with apparent success. The Firman on which the Porte now claimed sovereign 
too ts was issued, but to France it represented so much waste paper. France had been 
Much occupied at the time to take any decided measures, but she had protested 


\ ae 


; 


q 
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verbally, and had declined to recognize the Firman. His Excellency explained to me 10” 
in these proceedings several currents had been at work, the one the desire of the Porte ™ 
extend its sovereignty; another, the wish of the Bey to strengthen his position agai, 
foreign Powers, but, as strong as either, the personal ambition of Kheredine, who wish® 

not only to supplant the Bey, his master, but to be made Khedive of an Arab Emp 
which would include Tunis, but be much wider in extent. = 
M. Tissot then spoke with much warmth as to the interest taken by France in Tun® 
The French “could not suffer” the preponderating influence of any Power, Turkish % 
European, in Tunis. They were as sensitive in this respect as England in respect of tb 
road to India. The easiest gate to Algeria in case of a European war was through Tun™ 
and, at any hazard, France was determined that that gate should not be in the hands & 
a doubtful Power. His Excellency then reminded me of a conversation which he had h® 
with Abédine Pasha last summer, and of which he had told me the substance at the tim® 
He had heard that certain Ottoman influences were at work stirring up hatred to 
French on the borders of Tunis, just as they were alleged to be stirring up hatred agall®’ 
the English amongst the Indian pilgrims at Mecca. ‘The consequences were now appare®® 
He traced to those intrigues the murder of the party of Colonel Flatters, and the atta" 
of the tribes on the frontier. Their account now against the Bey was full to overflowit 
A settlement was indispensable. The French had been far too patient hitherto. As ® 
any interference, they should assert their position against all comers. It was a questi” 
of life and death to Algeria. a 
I inquired what view Germany took of the situation. Bearing in mind t?) 
M. Tissot had, in intimate moments, always admitted to me that anxiety as to the acu” 
of Germany rendered it impossible for a French Government to commit itself to any stro™ 
Sagres in any quarter of the globe without knowing beforehand how Germany wow 
likely to view them; and, knowing that the theory had been held among Frev® 
politicians generally that differences between Italy and France would be very welcome © 
Prince Bismarck, I was anxious to learn why, on this occasion, France seemed prepare 4 
be so unusually energetic. M. Tissot told me confidentially, in reply, that Prince Bismal™ 
had intimated to the French Ambassador at Berlin a fortnight before that he thought 
French had displayed almost too great patience towards the Bey. . 
I am informed that the French Dragoman has held very high language at the Pol 
much in the same sense as the words used by M. Tissot to me, to the effect that ™ 
French recognized no political rights whatever on the part of Turkey over Tunis, and ™ 
they would not brook any interference in any steps they might take. ‘ 


I have, &c. 4 
(Signed) GEORGE J. GOSCHEN: ) 


am 
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No. 86. 
Mr. Goschen to Earl Granville-—(Received April 25.) 


(No. 299.) | 
My Lord, Constantinople, April 19, 1881. 

ON receiving your Lordship’s telegram No. 259 of the 11th instant, directing ©) 
answer which I might give to His Majesty the Sultan with reference to the pre“, 
difficulty in Tunis with regard to which he had consulted me, I caused His Majesty t? |, 
informed that I was now in a position to answer the question which he had put me), 
to the view taken by Her Majesty’s Government. His Majesty invited me to proceed * ; 
the Palace the next day. a 

His Highness Said Pasha, the Prime Minister, was present at the audience. e 

I found His Majesty very anxious indeed with regard to this affair. Accor), 
to your Lordship’s instructions, I stated that the English Government appreciated “J 
desire of His Majesty to know their opinion ; that they desired that the status quo shor 
be maintained in Tunis ; that the British Representative in Tunis had been instructed, ; 
applied to, to advise the Bey to join the French in the necessary measures to settle © 
difficulties on the frontier, and that they hoped His Majesty would give the same advice 

The Sultan was silent for some moments after I had made this communicatio™, 
‘ looked exceedingly grave. He then went over my answer in different words. py 
observed that the English Government, he had understood me to mean, were anxi0U® «4 
and interested in the status quo being maintained in Tunis, and that we advised him 05 { 
orders to the “ Sadyk Pasha” to join the French. I pointed out to His Majesty thet 1 
had not stated that England was “interested” in maintaining the status quo, but ‘oft 
desirous that it should be maintained. We should deeply regret that any new Ba” 
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E culty should be raised, but I had no instructions to the effect that we considered 
Nglish interests to be especially involved in the affairs of Tunis in any way. 

Ma: It was also necessary for me to point out, inorder to avoid misconception, that Her 
‘jesty’s Government had not expressed a wish that His Majesty should give “ orders ” 
the Bey to join the French, but that he should “advise” the Bey to that effect, 

| 4 remark which I found was not agreeable to His Majesty, but which it was impossible to 
bs avoid making, as the point as to his title to give orders to the Bey is one which lies at the 
al of the whole of the difference of the Turks with the French on this subject, and 

would have compromised Her Majesty’s Government if His Majesty had been able 

State that he had been advised by the English Government to give orders to the Bey. 

I should observe that His Majesty and the Prime Minister never spoke of the Bey of 
Tunis as the Bey, but either as the Governor-General or as “the Pasha.” 
___ In the course of the conversation the Sultan gave me distinctly to understand that he 
regarded Tunis as a portion of his Empire and the Tunisians as his subjects, He said that 
he should cause proofs of this to be given me by his Ministers. 
___ His Majesty was reticent in the first instance as to what course he should take, and 
Said he should cause an answer to what I had said to be communicated to me by the 
Minister for Foreign Affairs, to which I replied by begging His Majesty not to consider 


~mself obliged to cause any answer to be given to me. He had applied to know our view, 
Which I had stated, but Her Majesty’s Government had no desire to interfere in any way. 
__ His Majesty then spoke on other subjects, but the conversation reverted later 
°N again to the Tunisian question, when His Majesty made the remark that he did not see 
hoy our wish to see the status quo maintained was parc stn with the advice to the Bey 
Join the French troops. Operations on the part of French troops within the territories 
t Tunis were an infraction of the status quo. I = es that when I spoke of the status 
Si I had mainly in view the attitude of the Bey to His Majesty, and the relations between 
‘te Bey and the French, apart from any local question ; that it appeared to me above all 
things important to treat the frontier difficulty as “locally” as possible, and to avoid any 
resulting from it. It would be deplorable if a question should arise between Turkey 
d France as to the rights of sovereignty over Tunis. It was notorious what views were 
hela by the French, and it was clearly wisest that the point should not have to be raised. 
His Majesty remarked that his Government would maintain their rights, but that he 
had Sent instructions to the Governor-General to be very energetic in punishing the 
Offending tribes. From what the Prime Minister told me afterwards, I gathered that they 
Pe oe (if, indeed, they had not already instructed) the Bey to co-operate with the 
‘“0Cnh, 


His Majesty pressed me as to any information I had received as to the shortcomings 
of the Bey, but I felt precluded from making any statement to His Majesty on the 
Subject, I had not sufficient data, nor did I think it expedient to commit myself on the 
bject. This, as your Lordship may remember, is the second time that His Majesty has 

ut this point. I received the impression that he might wish to make some change. 
© told me that the tenure of the Governor-General depended on his compliance with 
© Imperial Firman. 

The conversation ended by His Majesty informing me that he should consult 
Rhéédine Pasha, who was thoroughly conversant with this affair, 

_ After the audience, I-spoke very earnestly to the Prime Minister in the sense of 

“Sig extreme prudence, and his Highness seemed perfectly alive to this necessity, and 

Save me every assurance to this effect. I stated that I noted how His Majesty had dwelt 

0 his “rights,” but if, by prudent management, he could avoid asserting them in the 

vor ut instance, and thus also avoid the necessity of having to abandon them before the 

“ty decided action which France would probably take, he would be sparing himself an 
Necessary humiliation. 


a Highness thanked me, with some appearance of cordiality, for the advice I had 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) GEORGE J. GOSCHEN. 
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No, 87. 
e Mr. Goschen to Earl Granville—(Received April 25.) 


o. 300.) a 
{iy Lord, Constantinople, April 19, 1881. _ 
I HAVE already addressed your Lordship two despatches. by this messenger of 
the Tunisian difficulty. But I have still to report a conversation which I had with the 
Se Minister on the subject the day after the audience at which I was received by the 
tan. 
I should add that the Prime Minister sent me a copy of the Firman governing thé 
relations between the Porte and Tunis immediately after that audience. 
On the following day, being with the Foreign Minister, I received a message from 
Said Pasha to the effect that he was very anxious to see me on “the subject with regaré 
to which His Majesty had consulted me the previous day.” ; 
His Highness asked me whether I had read the Firman, and then once more weil 
over the old ground with me, declaring the intention of the Ottoman Government to Dé 
| conciliatory. But he then opened some fresh ground by appealing to the friendship 
of England and stating that we could render them very great assistance. I should se@ 
from documents which he could supply me with what attitude England had taken as t0 
the Firman. Turkey would be most grateful if we could serve her now. 
In reply, I said to his Highness that what I had predicted had now come to pass. 
I had always told him and his colleagues that the time would come when they woulé 
remember that they wanted the friendship of England; that he now spoke of that 
necessity, and made promises of reciprocity, but what proof had he given of friendship for 
England during the past years? In what single case had our advice been taken? + 
what manner had they received our counsels, which were intended for the benefit of thé 
Turkish Empire? The Turks had done their best to alienate the sympathies of publi 
opinion in England, and it would not be easy to regain it. 
His Highness replied that this would be changed now, and, without showing any 
signs of offence at the language I had held, and which I purposely made somewhat ster™ 
continued an appeal to our good offices. | 
I then proceeded to explain that this Tunisian affair, like other Eastern question® 
could not be dealt with separately by England; we had no special interest in it and ouf 
policy was to maintain, in all these matters, the concert of Europe. It could not be to thé 
interest of any nation to see a new difficulty arising even before the old ones were dispose® 
of, and it would be wiser to seek by every means to keep the question within the smalles* 
proportions compatible with its importance, rather than to raise any question in whic? 
foreign Powers might take different views. 9 
His Highness must have gathered from the general tone of my conversation that? 
had no instructions which would warrant the hope that the Great European Powers woul@ 
range themselves on different sides as regards the relations between the Porte and Tunl® 
and that any speeial appeal to England would not be justified by the whole attitude whic? 
Turkey has taken up towards us of late years. 
Your Lordship is aware that the present Prime Minister has from first to last bee? 
considered as one of those who has most resisted English influence and shown us m0%* 
hostility. I trust I have not exceeded the limits of my duty in availing myself of th® 
occasion to show the Turkish Government that they cannot at the same time neglect oUF 
counsels and count on our unaltered and special friendship 4 
. I have, &ce. 7 
(Signed) GEORGE J. GOSCHEN. ~ 


hi 
P 


No. 88. 


The Secretary to the Admiralty to Sir J. Pauncefote-—(Received April 25.) 


* Admiralty, April 22, 1881. _ 

WITH reference to your letter of this day’s date relative to the probable interrup¥? 
_ of telegraphic communication by way of Algiers, I am commanded by my Lords Comms” 
sioners of the Admiralty to request that you will state to Earl Granville that, in such “ 
event, Vice-Admiral Sir Beauchamp Seymour has been informed that my Lords considet *- 
desirable that one of Her Majesty’s ships should be stationed at Goletta on the coast © 
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gr convey telegraphic or other urgent communications between that port and 


; I am, &c. 

hi. (Signed) ROBERT HALL. 
SEER ee Ret re lee see RoR taped babe LE St Se) SA ah aie Sekt ae en 

No. 89. 

Earl Granville to Lord Lyons. 


. lLhave now to state to your Excellency that I approve of your having allowed the 
irene ch Minister to read my despatch referred to, and also of the language which you held 
andes Excellency in regard to the action of France in the expedition which has been 


en. 
I am, &c. 
(Signed) GRANVILLE. 


a 


No. 90. 
Earl Granville to Sir A. Paget. 


Rte, 171. Confidential.) 

? Foreign Office, April 25, 1881. 
the GENERAL MENABREA has communicated to me to-day a further telegram from 
Bey “atian Consul-General at Tunis, reporting that M. Roustan had made an offer to the 
Sahel disembarking a company of marines, together with some guns, for the security of 

_,. beans. This offer the Bey had declined, on the ground that he did not see the 
a Ssity eee a step; and his refusal had not been notified by M. Roustan to the 
ioe ular Body. ; 
it wo, pe telegram pointed out the danger of such a measure as was proposed, seeing that 
Ptopor be an encouragement to the Arabs to commit excesses, which the force it was 
~ P0Sed to disembark would be entirely insufficient to repress. 
ep The Italian Government appeared to share this view, and General Menabrea 
Drew chted that the moment had arrived for taking some decision with a view to the 
Protection of British and Italian interests. 

Adviga €neral Menabrea referred to what I had said on a previous occassion as to the 
Biren y in the event of England and Italy sending ships to Tunis, of the French 
tment being apprized beforehand that such a step might become necessary in order 
in allay the apprehensions of the subjects of both countries. His Excellency said that 
thing h a case it was probable that the French would pursue a like course, and that the 
Waters war of three different nations would thus find themselves arrayed together in the 
the da of Tunis. Whilst therefore, on the one hand, it would not do to lose sight of 
han a gers to which Europeans communities in Tunis might be exposed; on the other 
| egal complications which might arise from the meeting of the three squadrons must 
8aiq "ee ~ es in gente one of those squadrons belonging to a Power which might be 
ostile to the Bey. 
Gover: Cairoli, his aps ere added, desired to know the views of Her Majesty’s 
two pment on this subject, and was of opinion that if it should be determined by the 
. *overnments to send ships of war to Tunis, the French Government should be 
gain d by them of such intention simultaneously. General Menabrea concluded by 

Ost eee the desire of his Government to act with that of Her Majesty with the 

€ct harmony. 
tion ave srifdenied the Italian Ambassador, in reply, that in consequence of the informa- 
Ma: Which he had been good enough to send me and of the fears also expressed by Her 
Re ut ‘S Consul-General in Tunis that the telegraph wire from Tunis might be injured, 
to Th aesty’s Government had, like that of Tialy, given orders for a dispatch-boat to go 
the, U83_and I added that Lord Lyons had already intimated to the French Government 
fon, yeility . YY country being obliged to send naval protection to British subjects 

ommedan fanaticism. 
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I stated to his Excellency that a short time ago Mr. Reade had expressed apprene®™ | 
sions as to the safety of foreigners at Tunis, but that his last telegram was reassuring. 
I observed that the meeting of Italian, English and French ships of war would crea 
great excitement, and might lead to serious complications; and that it appeared to U* 
Majesty’s Government that it would be better to avoid this, if the necessity for such | 
measure did not become urgent. 


Iam, &c. 4 
(Signed) GRANVILLE. 


No. 91. 
Mr. Reade to Earl Granville—(Received April 26.) ' q 
(No. 8 fe 4 
My Lord, Tunis, April 15, 1881. 
ON the 13th instant I had the honour to telegraph to your Lordship a communicall™ 


to the following effect :— a 

No. 22. A telegram from Constantinople has been received by the Bey, expressit 
the Sultan’s entire approval of the course pursued by His Highness in the matter of bh» 
present difficulty with the French. His Highness is further instructed by the Sultan ™ 
continue in the same line of procedure. ,. 


I have, &c. q 
(Signed) THOS. F. READE 4 


No. 92. 


3 Mr. Reade to Earl Granville.—(Received April 26.) 

(No. 42.) e i 
My Lord, Tunis, April 18, 1881. 
_ I HAVE the honour to report that I this day forwarded a telegram to the follow” 
ect :— - 
No. 23. It is reported by Havas, in a telegram published yesterday, that w uh 
approaching the Island of Tabarca, a French gun-boat, called the “ Hyéne,” was fired up* 
by the natives. An official notification has since been made by M. Roustan to the ve} 
that the French Government are determined to obtain atonement for the alleged ins™ 
and revindicate the honour of their flag. The report is not generally credited here, 8) 
is well known that there are scarcely any inhabitants in the island, and among the® 
French Consular Agent who has charge of the coral fishery in those waters. A supe” 
officer has been sent by the Bey to inquire into and report upon the alleged occu ep” 
and orders have been given for the immediate dispatch of a considerable body of troops © 
reinforce the small garrison of Tabarca. The gun-boat referred to must, it appears to ee 
have been taking soundings with a view possibly to prepare for the disembarkation © 
French military force, and occupation of that part of the Bey’s territory. a 
: ©] beg to suggest that, in view of this further complication and the delays *. 
interruptions attending the French administration of our only line of telegraphic com™ f 
nication, a small Government vessel may be sent to this station for the purpos? © 
ensuring communication by way of Sicily. " 
I have, &c. 4 

(Signed) THOS. F. READE: 


f 
f 


#3 
| 


No. 93. 


Mr. Reade to Earl Granville-—(Received April 26.) 

(No. 43.) q 
My Lord, | Tunis, April 19, 188: 4 
I HAVE the honour to report that I this day forwarded to your Lordship a cYP— 
telegram to the following effect :— ie 
No. 24. The military officer commanding at Tabarca reports, by letter rec! 
yesterday, that a French ship of war arrived off that place three days ago and immedia’ 
proceeded to tuke soundings; that a parley thereupon took place between the at 
Commander and a number of the natives who had collected there, when a Chief of 
Algerian tribe of Nehad acted as interpreter between them; and that, permission ?°” 
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Pressure of an urgent and almost intolerable nature is, I understand, put on the De? | 
with a view to compel him to co-operate with the French troops in the punishment of 1° | 
above-named tribe. Sometimes in the form of a written communication, sometimes © 
that of a verbal message, hostile criticisms and threatening notices, extracted for the M® | 
art from the French newspapers, are submitted daily to His Highness’ attention, Sr, | 
ing especially put on the current allegation that all the Powers of Europe had abandoné, | 
him, and that he is consequently at the mercy of France. Notwithstanding, however “| | 
on pressure, the Bey, as already reported, insists on his inability to yield to the 
emand. 

It will a from M. Roustan’s letter that the departure of Sidi Ali Bey’s camp “| 

ded by him in the light of a demonstration hostile to France. This circumstal™ 
and the reported arrival of a French naval foree before Tabarca, lead me to fear that HI’ | 
is no longer any hope of an amicable adjustment of the frontier question, and that we@ | 
now doomed to all the evils consequent upon a French invasion of this Regency. 4%) | 
gencral agitation and alarm of the past week have consequently assumed a more intensi™" | 


I have, &c. oi 
(Signed) THOS. F. READE. | 


P.S. While I write, I am informed of renewed importunities on the part” | 
M. Roustan to induce the Bey to accede to the demand for co-operation on the frontiers © a 
negotiate with him for amicable settlement of differences. Were His Highness to yiel®, | 
am convinced the terms of agreement would include a French Protectorate of # | 


Regency. 4 
Inclosure 1 in No. 95. 


M. Roustan to the Bey of Tunis. 2 B 

Monseigneur, Tunis le 15 Avril, 188} , 
LE Gouvernement de la République a appris avec beaucoup de peine que, malg;) 
toutes mes instances, je n’ai pas été assez heureux pour convaincre votre Altesse de Pull! | 
d’une coopération militaire et d’une entente commune pour arriver 4 réprimer les Kroum® ) 
et prendre les mesures qui seraient jugées nécessaires afin d’empécher le retour “| — 
désordres sur la frontiére. Mais il persiste dans la conviction qu’une action énergique “ | 
indispensable. i f 

En présence d’une divergence d’opinion aussi grave, et dont les conséquences peuv® 
étre plus graves encore, je crois de mon devoir dinsister de nouveau auprés de V,.| 
Altesse avec la respectueuse liberté qu’autorise sa bienveillance 4 mon égard. Je ne P™ 
penser encore que ce refus soit définitif, malgré l’assurance que j’en ai recue d’elle-meme™ 
que le Premier Ministre a renouvelée hier encore a I’Interpréte du Consulat-Général. |, 
Le départ du camp qui a eu lieu hier matin est venu, en effet, donner une 107.) — 
nouvelle aux arguments que j’ai eu honneur de développer devant votre Altesse pour | | 
rouver que la situation actuelle est 4 la fois pleine de périls et complétement irrationne™ 
Paruii les troupes qui se sont mises en marche sous le commandement de Sidi Ali Bey” | 
dans la foule nombreuse qui assistait 4 leur départ, i] n’y avait pas un soldat, paS 7 .| 
spectateur qui eut la conviction qu’on marchait contre les Kroumirs et non contre (| 
troupes Frangaises. Ce n’est pas 1& une idée fausse répandue uniquement cheZ "| 
indigenes. Elle est partagée et méme hautement manifestée par un grand now” 
d’Européens, ainsi que le prouvent les discours tenus publiquement depuis hier. Z 
Je sais combien cette idée est contraire aux intentions véritables de votre Altess@ ”, 
désir qu’elle m’a exprimé par écrit et verbalement d’empécher toute acte d’hostilité e 
les troupes des deux pays, et dont elle a prouvé la sincérité, en donnant /ordre © | 
Commandant de ses forces de se retirer devant les troupes Francaises, en cas de rencoD® | 
afin de prévenir tout conflit. Mais ces sages précautions suffiront-elles pour toutes "| 
éventualités en présence des excitations de gens qui se disent les ennemis de la Frat) 
mais qui sont, en réalité, ceux de votre Altesse? Nul ne pourrait l’affirmer, et C7 ,| 
rspective alarmante m’inspire le courage de venir supplier de nouveau votre Alt 
d’écouter la voix de ses véritables intéréts et de se confier A la loyauté et A amitié ¢%. 
Puissance, dont la protection n’a jamais fait défaut 4 la dynastie Heusseinite et au P* 
qu'elle gouverne, E | 


pa! 
{ 


Jai, &e. 4 
(Signé) TH. ROUSTAN: | 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 95. 


in val The Bey of Tunis to M. Roustan. 
SY “taduction. : 
_,, .NOUS avons regu la lettre que vous avez bien voulu nous adresser sous la date du 


_ * Avril courant, et nous avons pris connaissance de son contenu. 
En vous ayant expliqué verbalement et par écrit les raisons qui nous empéchent 


_ ~4dhérer 4 l’entrée des troupes Frangaises sur notre territoire et de coopérer avec elles 
_ Parla jonction de nos troupes, nous étions dans l’espoir que vous vous seriez pénétré de la 
_ <tité de ces raisons en Jes examinant, et surtout en prenant en considération les périls 
_ § Ves qui seraient nés d’une pareille coopération. Nous avions cru aussi que les hommes 

“tat qui gouvernent avec tant de sagesse et d’équité en France auraient, eux aussi, 
_ “pris la légitimité de ces raisons et les auraient trouvées bien justes. Cette croyance de 
te part était basée sur le grand fond que nous faisions de votre bienveillante inter- 
 ,dlaire, sachant que vous auriez présenté les choses 4 votre Gouvernement d’une maniére 
_ *sMaite, et que vous lui auriez décrit les graves conséquences qui en seraient résultées, et 
_ € personne n’aurait eu les moyens de les prévenir. 

_.. Malheureusement pour nous, votre lettre précitée nous fait perdré toute illusion a ce 
_ , #6t. Nous nous trouvons done dans la nécessité, pour sauvegarder les intéréts qui nous 
4.’ confiés et pour éviter les grands malheurs que nous prévoyons pour tous les habitants, 
ee ‘Nous valoir encore des mémes raisons que nous vous avions donné par écrit, et que nous 
_ “Us avions renouvelées verbalement. 

_, Vous savez que nous n’avions négligé aucun effort, aucune diligence dans l’adoption 
 },° Mesures que commandaient les circonstances, et que nous avons franchement et 
_ ~vaement mise en exécution. | 

_, Comment pouvions-nous dés lors étre obligés par un voisin ami, avec lequel nous 
Vong eu toujours soin de vivre en parfaite union et de sauvegarder les droits qui lui 
4 nnent par son voisinage, d’accepter une situation peu en rapport avec notre dignité, 
4, (Ui mettrait toute la population dans des périls sérieux qu'il nous aurait été impossible 

“Carter ? 

__,,__ Nous croyons qu’aucune divergence d’opinion n’existe, jusqu’A ce moment, entre nous 
_ ,.ant au but que nous nous proposons. Ce but est d’indemniser par les Kroumirs les 
Pye mes de leurs déprédations, de punir les auteurs des méfaits commis, de prendre des 
a he sitions pour prévenir leur retour a l’avenir. 
a _ Sur ces points nous sommes parfaitement d’accord; on y procédera avec les moyens 
gy: ChStatation exigés ordinairement dans ces sortes d'affaires. Le seul point secondaire 
». Pourrait nous séparer c’est le mode d’execution, mais il est évident que quand on est 
‘ 4 ccord sur le but, la différence sur les moyens d’y arriver ne peut pas constituer une 
; ee Culté, surtout quand il ne s’agit pas d’une différence impossible 4 résoudre, comme vous 
_~ “tte dans votre lettre. 
ke: Vous savez également que le camp commandé par notre frére, Sidi Ali Bey, est parti 
 ¢ “di dernier. Son chef a pour instructions d’entrer en rapports avec le Commandant des 
S e..-¢S Algériennes pour le prier de lui soumettre les réclamations que les Algériens ont 
 Utre les tribus des Kroumirs et autres, de soumettre, de son cdté, les réclamations de 
y.), tibus contre les Algériens, de faire indemniser les ayants-droit du montant de leurs 
 ,,.amhations légitimes, de punir les coupables et de prendre les mesures nécessaires 
fr Nous paraitront les plus efficaces pour assurer la tranquillité des frontiéres a 
5) -Yenir, 

“Ny, tlles étaient nos intentions et notre ferme proposition ainsi que nous vous l’avions 

fa ré et avons notifié officiellement aux différents Gouverneurs de nos provinces, nous 


iy 
anh 


7 
¢ 
eI 


; “toe ouvons pas vous dissimuler que ce n’est pas sans une grande peiNe que nous avons 
_. intaaiag dans votre lettre précitée que vous sembliez n’avoir pas trop de confiance dans les 

{ping que nous nous sommes proposées dans cette affaire, et que vous ayez basé votre 
gion sur des bruits qui, en admettant qu’ils aient été réellement répandus, ils l’auront 

‘yy, Pardes gens qui sont nos ennemis en méme temps que ceux de votre Gouvernement. 
| ‘cht Vous avions, pourtant, assuré, tant par notre lettre du 12 courant, que dans notre 
De tien avec vous de Mercredi dernier, que nous n’aurions jamais et dans aucun cas 
Atlee 4 nos troupes d’avoir un conflit avec les troupes Frangaises. Nous avons spéciale- 

en, t tecommandé au commandant de notre armée que dans le cas (que nous voulons 
tenis croire qu’il ne se produira pas) ot les troupes Frangaises entreraient sur le 
@,loire Tunisien, contrairement & notre désir, qu’il cesse toute opération de son cdté, 
| fait la, tout ce que nous pouvons lui recommander. Si cette violation de notre territoire 


¢ naitre des désordres que nous ne pouvons prévoir, nons déclinons, a cet égard, toute 


a 


f 
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responsabilité de notre part, et nous nous trouverions dans la nécessité de renouveler ‘ 
déclarations contenues dans notre lettre du 8 courant. 4 
Nous voudrions, néanmoins, insister auprés du Gouvernement de la Républiqu® 
comptant sur son amitié, pour qu’il nous iaisse notre liberté d’action et ne pas l’entrave 
par ’exécution des décisions prises par lui, car, la simple probabilité d’une pareillé 
exécution neutraliserait les effets des efforts déployés par nous et que nous avo# 
développé plus haut. a 
ous espérons donc que moyennant votre valable et bienveillante intervention, vott® 
Gouvernement reconnaissant la loyauté de nos intentions et la sincérité de l’amitié qu® 
nous avons 4 cceur de maintenir avec lui, voudra bien prendre en considération # 
situation et nous faciliter les moyens darriver au but définitif qui est le désir réciproque © | 


nous tous. 
Ecrit le 19 Joumada-el-Oula, 1298 (18 Avril 1881). 


No. 96. ‘ 

Lord Lyons to Earl Granville—(Received April 26.) 4 

(No. 379.) ; . 
My Lord, Paris, April 25, 1881. | 


WITH reference to my despatch No. 367 of the 19th instant, I have the honour ! | 
transmit to your Lordship further documents respecting the French expedition to Tun!® | 
which have been published in the “ Temps” newspaper. q 

They consist of a Circular from the Bey of ‘Tunis to the foreign Consuls, of a lett 
from the French Chargé d’Affaires to the Bey, of the answer of the Bey to the Fren¢? 
ae d’Affaires, and of a Circular from the French Chargé d’Affaires to the foreig® 

onsuls. 


I have, &e. 4 
(Signed) | LYONS. 


a 


| Inclosure in No. 96. 
Extract from ‘‘ Le Temps” of April 24 and 25, 1881. 


VOICI le texte de la lettre adressée au Bey de Tunis par M. Roustan, Consul-Gén ! 
et Chargé d’ Affaires de France : 4 


“* Monseigneur, Le 20 Avril, 1881- | 

“Le Gouvernement de la République s’est ému a juste titre des déclaratiol 7 
contenues dans les lettres que votre Altesse m’a fait ’honneur de m’écrire ces jou? 
derniers, et qu’elle a renouvelées dans ses communications 4 MM. les Représentants ¢@ 
Puissances Etrangéres 4 Tunis, déclarations qui tendent a décliner la responsabilité 
désordres, dans le cas of les troupes Francaises entreraient sur le territoire de la Rée sgt 
pour chatier les Kroumirs. II avait d’abord espéré que ce langage insolite de la part due 
Souverain n’était, dans la bouche de votre Altesse, que l’effet de ses préoccupations pout ™ 
sécurité publique. Malheureusement les propos tenus par le Premier Ministre a divers® 
personnes, -et notamment 4 quelques membres du Corps Consulaire, ne permettent © 
conserver aucune illusion a cet égard, et font ressortir, au contraire, en l’aggravant, ® 
caractére comminatoire de ces déclarations. hs 

“Mon Gouvernement, qui ne pouvait demeurer indifférent A cette situation, 
chargé, en conséquence, de déclarer 4 votre Altesse que s’il arrive le moindre mal a 2% 
nationaux ou aux nationaux étrangeres en général, c’est votre Allesse et son Prem! 
Ministre qu’il en rendra personnellement et exclusivement responsables. aa 

“Je me suis chargé dinformer, en méme temps, votre Altesse gue les troup® 
Frangaises doivent s’établir immédiatement 4 Tabarque, pour leurs opérations contre 
Kroumirs, et de la prier de bien vouloir donner des ordres pour faire retirer de cet 
localité les troupes Tunisiennes, afin d’éviter tout conflit, et conformément a la promes® q 
que votre Altesse a bien voulu me faire ces jours-ci. Cette précaution est d’autant p!™ 
nécessaire que notre pavillon vient d’étre accueilli A Tabarque & coups de fusil pat es 
soldats au service de votre Altesse, ainsi que j’ai eu l’honneur de l’en informer ava” “i 


(Signé) “Ta. RoustaN. 
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entrent sur notre territoire, en grand ou en petit nombre, nous ne saurions prévenir al! 
les périls immenses qui pourraient en résulter. - an 
‘Nous sommes par conséquent dans le devoir de décliner toute responsabilité pt 
les périls qui pourraient résulter d’une pareille situation, et de la rejeter tout entiére 
celui qui en est la cause. - 
‘* Nous portons cela 4 votre connaissance, pour la sauvegarde de tous les intéréts | 
cause. Nous vous prions d’en informer télégraphiquement votre Gouvernement, espera 
qu'il reconnaitra, dans sa sagesse et son équité, la légitimité des motifs de notre attitut 
et qu’il portera dans l’examen de cette affaire lesprit d’impartialité que nous lui ¢ 
naissons. 
** Eerit le 21 Djouma-el-Oula, 1298 (20 Avril, 1881). 4 
(Signé) ** MoHAMMED-ES-SADOE- 


(Contresigné) * MousTAPHA.” | 
No. 97. 
Lord Lyons to Earl Granville.—(Received April 26.) | 
o. 380. 
ns Lord, Paris, April 25, 1881: 


THIS afternoon, in execution of the instruction contained in your Lordship’s despa 
No. 390 of the day before yesterday, I said to M. Barthélemy St. Hilaire that B 
M ajesty’s Government had learned with pleasure the manner in which he had received # 
intimation I had been instructed to give him, that should there be a prospect of furt® | 
action on the part of France in Tunis, it might be necessary to send British ships of ™ 
thither to protect the life and property of British subjects against a possible outbreak © J 
Mahommedan fanaticism. 4 
I reminded his Excellency that he had said that in case there should be a probabil 
that life and property would be in danger, every nation would feel bound to provide for 
safety of its own people, and that in such a contingency the French Government 
would send ships of war to Tunis, which it was not their present intention to do. z 
I stated to him that, with regard to this statement, your Lordship had observed ¥ 
you were under the belief that there was already a French ship of war at Tunis. a 
M. Barthélemy St. Hilaire answered that undoubtedly there was one French ship 
war stationed, as usual, at Tunis, but that the French Government had, as matters 2? 
stood, no intention of sending any more ships of war thither. The ship now there, © 
armoured ship, “ Jeanne d’Arc,” was, he said, about to be relieved by another shi of t 
same class (the ‘‘ Reine Blanche,”’ he thought), but onlv one of these ships would rem@™ 
He would say frankly to me that one of the reasons which deterred the French Gove 
ment from increasing their naval force at Tunis was the desire not to give cause for © 
fleets of other Powers to appear there. J 
As regarded the persons and property of the Christians in the city, M. Barthéle® 
St. Hilaire was of opinion that the Bey and those under whose advice he was act! 
represented them to be in much greater danger than they really were, and this for © 
express purpose of bringing foreign ships of war to Tunis, and embarrassing, if possible, ' 
French operations. | e 
I had no doubt, M. Barthélemy St. Hilaire went on to say, read the corresponde™™ | 
on the subject that had been printed in the “Temps” newspaper, and I should 5® 
observed that, on the one hand, the French Chargé d’Affaires had declared that Fra” 
would hold the Bey and his Prime Minister personally responsible if the smallest inj™% 
were done to Frenchmen or other foreigners; and that, on the other hand, the Chal, 
d’Affaires had offered the Bey to place at his disposal, for the preservation of order, a 1” 
to be landed from the French ship of war stationed at the place. -.: 
M. Barthélemy St. Hilaire proceeded to remark that, even in point of expedi® | 
considering the difficulty of approaching Tunis by sea, the safety of Europeans coul@ |. 
more efficaciously provided for by the advance of a French force by land than by © 
dispatch of ships of war. ale 
M. Barthélemy St. Hilaire went on to say that he was surprised that so 7), 
intelligence had recently arrived from the expeditionary force. It was to be expected that? re 
news of the occupation of the Island of Tabarca would have already arrived. The fore 
movements of the French troops would depend in great measure upon the attitude % “4, 
Tunisian Government. The Bey alleged as a reason for not sending his force 
co-operate with the French, that he could not, as a Mussulman Ruler, order Muss¥"), 
soldiers to act with a Christian army against men of their own faith. It was not © 
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In the meantime stories are circulated which cause alarm. The indiscipline show 
OMe march by the 40th Regiment of infantry of the line caused the removal of i 
Aaa by the Minister of War. The fact that eleven of the tirailleurs Algériens deserte 
‘412 body at Sidi Youssef has given rise to an uneasy feeling as to the loyalty of the native 
bie n troops. An officer of the Bureaux Arabes, with his escort, has been assassinated 


,, Veen Ain Sisifa and Géryville by the tribe Ouled-Sidi-Sheikh, and a column has been 


| sent towards their district. There can be no doubt that considerable reluctance and 


sition, not amounting to actual resistance, has been shown to compliance with the 
"equisitions made in Algeria for men and animals for transport. 
sp Altogether, the news from Algeria is disquieting. It is remembered that nearly a 
the th has now passed since the action in which five French soldiers were killed by 
* Xroumirs, and that as yet nothing has been done to punish the offenders, mye 
__ Meanwhile, on the evening of the 24th, additional reinforcements were dispatched 
o Marseilles—three weak battalions of infantry and three batteries of artillery. The 
4g squadron is reported to have left Toulon yesterday, and the squadron of evolution to 
~” Waiting orders. | 


- 


I have, &c. i 
(Signed) HENRY BRACKENBURY. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 103. 
Extract from the “Courrier de Béne’’ of April 23, 1881. 


ON lit dans le “‘ Courrier de Bone,’ du 23 Avril :— ; paths Huns 
‘Sip Ce n’est pas sans surprise que les habitants de notre ville ont vu, Mardi matin la 
Ty. Cillante,’ partie l’avant-veille avec des troupes pour opérer un débarquement a 
veil] a, revenir en rade de Bone et mouiller ses ancres 4 la place qu’elle avait quittee la 
camp, Peu aprés, les hommes du 143° débarquaient sur le quai et se dirigeaient vers le 


"Ne “ Que s’était-il done passé ?—Le voici: La ‘ Surveillante’ arrivée Lundi matin devant 
tongtss abarka, prit position ainsi que les trois canonniéres. Le jour s’étant levé, on put 
@ . er que la garnison Tunisienne du fort avait regu de sérieux renforts en hommes et 
Songs wlerie et que les Kroumirs, dont Vattention avait été éveillée l’avant-veille par les 
_8ges de la ‘ Hyéne,’ occupaient en force la plage et les flancs de la montagne. 

4 bes Un officier des troupes du Bey se présenta en ce moment en parlementaire et monta 
Mone fl exposa au Commandant que le fort de Tabarka était occupé par l’armée 
oe du Bey, que la Tunisie n’était pas en guerre avec la France, qu'une agression 
de, “@ garnison constituerait 4 la fois une atteinte aux droits des gens et une violation 
f territoire, &e. 

Wontar neat ce temps, des groupes d'indigénes armés circulaient sur la plage et dans la 
Un e, montrant par leur attitude qu’ils attendaient l’issue des pourparlers pour agir. 
eid eon oculaire évalue 4 3,000 ou 4,000 le nombre des Kroumirs rassemblés en cet 
fey 1” La canonniére la ‘ Hyéne’ longea plusieurs fois le rivage, mais aucun coup de 
eet tiré contre elle. Il était évident qu’un mot d’ordre avait été donné et que les 
~ tits marchaient d’accord. avec la garnison du fort. | 
of,, Un débarquement accompli dans ces circonstances défavorables aurait pu nous 
fon J, reaucoup de monde et rencontrer de graves difficultés, La ‘Surveillante’ avait a 
Ueto, td une batterie Wartillerie, c’est-’-dire soixante chevaux amarrés sur le pont. Les 
aug tons des grosses piéces d’artillerie et la ee nes qui en est la conséquence, 
Lacomi pu causer les plus graves désordres en affolant les chevaux. Le Commandant 
Comm be, de la ‘ Surveillante,’ officier aussi prévoyant que brave, 4 qui incombait le 
Condi andement général, apprécia que le débarquement ne pouvait étre accompli dans ces 
deg i ns et décida de rentrer au port de Béne pour signaler ce qui se passait, prendre 
, are et organiser des moyens d’action suffisants. Le ‘Chacal’ et le ‘ Léopard’ 


| diunitine en vue de Tabarka, pour croiser et empécher les débarquements de troupes et de 


| ns. La ‘ Hyéne,’ dont I’hélice s’était cassée, revint vers notre port pour placer son 
«© rechange. 


rT; 
| Ping ng ant-hier, la ‘Surveillante’ est repartie vers Pest, ayant 4 son bord des troupes 


trounes me. Le transport la ‘Corréze,’ arrivant de Toulon, a di embarquer d’autres 
et 4 La Calle. Le croiseur ‘Tourville’ et la canonniére la ‘ Hyéne,’ dont l’avarie 

com, “a Ont appareillé hier matin. Il est probable que si le débarquement n’est pas 
- Vheure ot paraissent ces lignes, il aura lieu dans la journée de demain. 


5 disent des dépéches datées de Tunis envoyées aux journaux de Paris 
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dans un but que nous ne saisissons pas parfaitement, les Kroumirs sont loin d’avoir D* | 
bas les armes. Ils se préparent au contraire 4 opposer une énergique résistance ane 
troupes, et les coups de feu tirés le 16 Avril contre la ‘ Hyéne,’ sont la preuve irrect sam 
de leurs intentions belliqueuses.” | j 


No. 104. a 
Lord Lyons to Earl Granville—(Received April 27.) S| 


(No. 386. Confidential.) r | 
My Lord, Paris, April 26, 188). 
THE Report from Colonel Brackenbury (No. 33 of to-day), which I transmit to yOu | 
‘Lordship in my immediately preceding despatch, shows, on the one hand, that the progt 
of the French expeditionary force, looked at from a military point of view, is slow and ©) | 
satisfactory, and, on the other hand, that no scruples are entertained with regar¢ ©) 
entering and occupying Tunisian territory. q 
Your Lordshi have learnt, moreover, from my despatch No. 380 of yesterdt 
that the French Minister for Foreign Affairs avows that a Treaty is to be exacted from ™ | 
Bey, the effect of which will resemble the establishment of a French Protectorate. rf 
It is, 1 suppose, to be presumed that so long as any semblance of independence? , | 
left to the Bey, the Treaties between Tunis and other Powers, and any most-favoul™ 
nation clauses which they may contain, will subsist, at all events, de jure. j 


I have, &c. e | 
(Signed) LYONS | 


No. 105. 
Mr. Reade to Earl Granville.—(Received April 27.) } 


(Telegraphic.) 2 Tunis, April 26, 188) 
HIGHNESS the Bey of Tunis prays your Lordship to lay the following messi | 
before Her Majesty the Queen of England and the British Government :— a 
“In spite of the protestations which we have made in our own name and in that of OF 
Suzerain, the Sultan of the Ottoman Empire, and notwithstanding the proofs we hi! 
given of our ability to repress any excess of the Kromir frontier tribe which may hav 
given cause for complaint, and the fact that the troops commanded by our brother ®) 
heir now occupy tbat portion of our dominions which they inhabit, the Government of “4 ) 
French Republic has caused its troops to invade our country, and, not content W 9) 
entering that portion of the Regency where the Kromirs reside, have occupied a part of OF 
territory far distant from the locality in question, and entirely unconnected with it. ey 
eated protests which we have made, both in our name and in that of our Suzere 
have been disregarded, and our territory has been violated without a declaration of Wo 
either against ourselves or our political superior, and this with a total disregard of © 
usual rules and observances prescribed under similar cireum8tances by the law of nati, 
We are at a loss to understand the reason why we are to be [? thus] treated by a powe?’ 4) 
Government with which we have always been on the most cordial terms, and whose int vi 
in our Regency we have studiously and constantly endeavoured to promote. We are rd 
more astonished at the measures resorted to against us because the French Represent®” | 
has not interrupted his relations with us, and only two days ago assured us that as P® 
prevailed between the Republic and ourselves a landing of French soldiers on our @ 
could only take place with our own consent and concurrence. Under these circumsté a: 
we appeal to our august ally Her Majesty the Queen of Great Britain, as well as to all Ty 
the Great Powers Signataries of the Treaty of Berlin to mediate between the BM 4 
Government and ourselves. We do this the more readily because the country whic? , 4 
Capes is, as an integral part of the Ottoman Empire, entitled to the protection affort 4 


Ss 


siliv 
av 


y that Convention. Weare willing to submit unreservedly all complaints brought ag* J 
us to their friendly arbitration. We feel assured that the Great Powers of Europ? | j 
take into consideration the Treaties they have entered into with my predecessors * yj 
myself, and will not ignore our constant endeavours to guarantee equal privileges 449 
impartial justice to all Euro subjects residing in our State. In our hour of “a 
distress we implore the Great Powers to interpose their friendly offices on our behalf. "1. 
believe that justice is on our side, but we leave the consideration of our position, as well ® | 

| 
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Sur own interests and those of our Suzerain, to the justice, impartiality, and generosity of 
© Great Powers——MAHAMMED SADYK.” 


No. 106. 
0.27) Mr. Reade to Earl Granville.—(Received April 27.) 


elegraphic.) Tunis, April 26, 1881. 
K TWO divisions of French troops have invaded Tunisian territory, one marching upon 
eff, the other inside the Hamir district. Six French ships of war off Tabarca, where an 
Mediate landing is threatened. Great excitement prevails. Further advance of the 
on will place the lives of all the Europeans in the country in great danger. I 
some English ship of war may be sent to Tunis without delay. 
I 
No. 107. 


The Secretary to the Admiralty to Sir J. Pauncefote-—(Received April 27.) 


=, Admiralty, April 27, 1881. 
Stat I AM commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to request you will 
26th to Earl Granville that, in compliance with the request contained in his letter of the 
qj: ustant, instructions were sent yesterday to the Senior Naval Officer at Malta to send 
byisPatch-boat or small vessel at once to Goletta, to maintain telegraphic communication 
“Ween England and Her Majesty’s Agent at Tunis by Marsala. 


bin. A telegram has been received this morning from Malta, reporting that the “ Condor” 
vessel left that port for the above-named purpose at 10 a.m. to-day. 


| I am, &c. 
(Signed) ROBERT HALL. 
eee 
| No. 108. 


Earl Granville to Mr. Reade. 


Wo. 25. Extender.) 

’ Foreign Office, April 27, 1881. 

aN your telegram No. 27 of yesterday you state that the lives of all the Europeans 

Fre e Regency of Tunis will be placed in great danger by the further advance of the 
Nch troops, and you request the immediate presence of a ship-of-war. 

that I have desired you by telegraph to inform me, in the first instance, how you propose 

Who Ships should protect British subjects scattered throughout the country, and against 
™M their protection is required. , 


I am, &c. 
(Signed) GRANVILLE. 


No. 109. 


Lord Lyons to Earl Granville —(Received April 27, 7°30 P.M.) 


- 39, 

i Mie) Paris, April 27, 1881, 5°30 p.m. 

8 fale ENCH Minister for Foreign Affairs desires me to inform your Lordship that it is 

ehood that any French fleet is ordered to go to Tunis. : 

One He says that the [only addition to the] French naval force in Tunis waters is the 
Iton-clad before Tabarca. 

Was Her Majesty’s Consul at Marseilles reported the day before yesterday that the fleet 

Dotied BS at Toulon, fully coaled and provisioned, and ready to leave at a moment's 

a T have told the French Minister for Foreign Affairs that Her Majesty’s Government 
Sending a dispatch-boat to Tunis, on account of the possible interruption of telegraphic 


“Ommunication. 
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No. 110. . i 

‘55 Earl Granville to Mr. Reade. | 

0. 19. — 

tTetegra hic.) Foreign Office, April 27, 1881, 8°30 P.M. | 

HOW and against whom do you propose that ships should protect British subject | 
scattered through Regency ? 


Py | 
” 


No. 111. 
Mr. Reade to Earl Granville.—(Received April 28.) 
(No. 46.) 


My Lor | Tunis, April 20,1881. | 
I HAVE the honour to report that I this day telegraphed to your Lordship * | 
communication to the following effect :— | - 
No. 25. It is reported from Tabarca that a French naval force consisting of one iro? 
clad and three other ships arrived here, on the 18th instant, and anchored in the vicinl!Y | 
of the island and general landing place of that district. | . 
The officer in command of the principal fort proceeding on board the flag-ship wa 
it seca, informed by the French Commander that he had instructions to take possessi0® | 
of the two forts, and recommended, for his own personal safety, to remain on board, # | 
invitation which, it is further stated, was declined by the Tunisian officer, on the groun® | 
of his not having received any order from the Bey’s Government to quit his post. 
otification of the intended disembarkation of French troops at Tabarca was this ¢4) | 
ormally made by M. Roustan, who recommended that, with a view to prevent any con dict 
occurring between French and Tunisian soldiers, the Tabarca garrison should . 
immediately withdrawn. With this request His Highness declared his inability to comp*Y, | 
but he reiterated to M. Roustan the assurance he had previously given that, if his territo! 
were invaded by a French force, his troops would simply re under protest. 
I have, &e. _ | 


(Signed) THOS. F. READE. | 


No, 112, 
, Mr. Reade to Earl Granville.—(Received April 28.) 
0. 47. 


My Lord, Tunis, April 22, 1881. ,} 
WITH reference to my telegram No, 25 of the 20th instant, reporting the arrival ® | 
Tabarca of a French naval force and threatened disembarkation of troops of the sa" | 
nation, J have the honour to transmit herewith a copy of M. Roustan’s letter to the DE? | 
notifying the intention of the Republican Government to land a military force in #® | 
district, and recommending the immediate withdrawal of the Tabarca garrison. I beg 0%, 
to inclose a copy of the Bey’s reply to that communication, having, in common with ® | 
my foreign colleagues, been requested to submit this correspondence to the considerati | 
of our respective Governments. e ; 
While promising to do all in his power to maintain the public tranquillity and ass™ | 
the security of all foreigners residing in the Regency, the Bey naturally declines to assu®) | 
responsibility for what may happen in the event of an invasion of this country by FreB@ | 
troops. <a 
The insistance of M. Roustan to fasten that responsibility on His Highness and 2” | 
Prime Minister appears to be most unreasonable; and I regret to learn that his view” 
this instance are indorsed by my Austrian colleague, who has urged the Bey with so™. | 
warmth to accept all the responsibility, and so prepare the way for a violation of 
territory with his own consent. Bs as 
I have no change to report in the position of things at the frontier, so far as reg 
the tranquillity of that part of the Regency. 
Sy Ali Bey’s camp, it is said, will arrive this day in the Hamir district, where suita?” 
roads ‘Ee been formed, and other preparations made for his reception. The whole UT. 
is in a state of submission to the Bey’s rule, and there is no doubt that, unless hostili#® 
are entered upon in the meanwhile, all those who have been in any way connected W™, 
the late alleged raids across the frontier will be delivered into the Bey’s hands, 8°” 
summarily dealt with. a 
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Note pone present difficulty over, it is the Bey’s intention to build forts on various points 
in e€ boundary line between this country and Algeria, and by means of a military garrison 
‘each of them assure the future peace and tranquillity of the frontier tribes. 

T have, &c. 

‘_ (Signed) THOS. F. READE. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 112. 
M. Roustan to the Bey of Tunis. 


| Monseieneur 


Tunis, le 20 Avril, 1881. 
“a Gouvernement de la République s’est ému A juste titre des déciarations contenues 


Ey aes Tes lettres que votre Altesse m’a fait l’honneur de m’écrire ces jours derniers et 
| iT Velées dans ses communications a MM. les Représentants des Puissances Etrangéres 
s Unis, déclarations qui tendent 4 décliner la responsabilité des désordres, dans le cas od 
ES ll, toupes Francaises entreraient sur le territoire de la Regence pour chatier les Kroumirs, 
; “vait @abord espéré que ce langage insolite de la part d’un Souverain n’était dans la 
BP he de votre Altesse que leffet de ses préoccupations pour la sécurite publique. 


—- 


Felines leureusement les propos tenus par le Premier Ministre a diverses personnes et 
+ -atment A quelques membres du Corps Consulaire, ne permettent de conserver aucune 
Son & cet égard, et font ressortir, au contraire, en l’aggravant, le caractére comminatoire 
~~ €s déclarations. 

I eh ¢ Mon Gouvernement, qui ne pouvait demeurer indifférent a cette situation, m’a chargé, 
| oy usequence, de déclarer 4 votre Altesse que, s’il arrive le moindre mal 4 nos nationaux 
_ aux nationaux étrangers en général, c’est votre Altesse et son Premier Ministre qu’il 

Tendra personnellement et exclusivement responsables. 

do; Je me suis chargé d’informer, en méme temps, votre Altesse, que les troupes Francaises 
gf gent s’établir immédiatement 4 Tabarque pour leurs opérations contres les Kroumirs, 
bs hg la prier de bien vouloir donner des ordres pour faire retirer de cette, localité les 
Ht vUpes Tunisiennes, afin d’éviter tout conflit et couformément 4 la promesse que votre 
ia Altesse a bien voulu me faire ces jours-ci. Cette précaution est d’autant plus nécessaire 
he ay Notre pavillon vient d’étre accueilli 4 Tabarque 4 coups de fusils par des soldats au 
“TVice de votre Altesse, ainsi que j’ai eu ’honneur de l’informer avant-hier. 


J’ai, &c. 
(Signé) TH. ROUSTAN. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 112. 


, 

(Tr ; The Bey of Tunis to M. Roustan. 

_ “taduction.) 
foes avons recu votre lettre en date de ce jour, et avons pris connaissance de son 
u. 
Nous avons été surpris de ce que vous avez attribué a notre Premier Ministre sur la 
, aiestion de la sécurité publique, au point que votre Gouvernement a pu changer d’opinion 
one déclarations 4 cet égard contenues dans les diverses communications que nous vous 
Rep faites. Notre Premier Ministre ne peut qu’avoir réitéré & vous et aux autres 
Reh entants des Puissances Etrangéres nos propres déclarations, qui peuvent etre 
ainsi. 
toy Nous déploierons constamment nos plus grands efforts pour maintenir et assurer de 
4 Maniére ordre et la tranquillité publiques. Nous vous répétons que, dans les 
ions ordinaires, nous pouvons garantir la sécurité de tous les habitants, sans que rien 
re auvais arrive 4 aucun d’eux; mais, dans des circonstances anormales, comme serait 
deg “ston du territoire Tunisien par des troupes Frangaises, invasion qui pourrait amener 
Serai, muPlications et une effervescence générale sur tous les poimts de la Régence, il nous 
Maing difficile, malgré tous les efforts que nous continuerons 4 faire, de pouvoir garantir le 
qui tien de ordre. Il nous semble que ce serait également difficile pour tout autre pays 
Se trouverait dans un cas analogue au nétre. Par conséquent, si la tranquillité 
fae iaue se trouvait menacée, par suite de ces circonstances, il ne serait pas rationnel d’en 
Cony eomber la responsabilité sur le Souverain du pays. Cela établi, nous ne pouvons 
Venir qu’aucune responsabilité de ce genre puisse étre imputable soit & nous, soit a: 
emier Ministre, soit 4 notre Gouvernement. 

ous nous demandez ensuite de donner des ordres & nos soldats qui sont a oe 
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No. 118. 


Wo. 95) Lord Lyons to Earl Granville—(Received April 29.) 
ly Lord, Paris, April 28, 1881. 


« | HAVE the honour to inclose herewith to your Lordship, extracted from the 
Journal Officiel” of this day, telegrams from the Tunisian Expedition which have been 
"ceived at the War Department here. 


.____ Thave, &c. 
(Signed) LYONS. 


Inclosure in No. 118. 
Extract from the ‘ Journal Offciel” of April 28, 1881. 


LE Ministre de la Guerre a recu les télégrammes suivants d’Algérie :— 
“Le Général commandant le Corps Expéditionnaire & M. le Ministre de la Guerre, Paris. | 


(“Extrait.) “ La Calle, le 27 Avril, 1881, 5 h. 25, matin. 
“Aprés sommation de recevoir nos troupes dans le délai de deux heures, et sur 
i du Gouverneur, le bordj Djedid de Tabarca a été canonné et démantelé hier soir, 
“@,.2arquement des troupes devait avoir lieu ce matin, mais l'état de la mer n’a permis 
Sccuper. que V’ilot de Tabarque. Le Commandant de I’expédition espérait pouvoir 
. arquer ce soir; je n’ai pas de rapport de lui a ce sujet. La brigade Ritter avec 
ell marchait M. le Général Delebecque a di franchir ce matin le col nord du Djebel 
sida pour se rabattre % lest dans la Vallée de l’Oued Djenan, Le rapport de cette 
brigade ne m’est pas arrivé.” 


+ 


“ Général Logeret a Guerre. 


“ Kef, le 27 Avril, 1881, 8 h. 17, matin. 
“Le Gouverneur de Kef m’a ouvert hier, 4 11 heures et demie, les portes de la 
ee Mais au dernier moment et lorsque toutes les dispositions pour l’attaque étaient 
un “ Les troupes de ma colonne devant occuper le Kef et se composant d’un bataillon, 
© division de cavalerie, deux batteries montées de 90, viennent de prendre possession de 
bah et du chateau. 
“ Demain, je me remets en route pour rejoindre la Vallée de la Medjerda,” 


SSI Goe Cr aes aR ole ne Soa Fee yc Nea a RES AE a 
No. 119. 


Assim Pasha to Musurus er aes to Earl Granville by Musurus Pasha, 
; lpril 29. 
romtmunication Confidentielle.) 
phique.) Constantinople, le 28 Avril, 1881. 
viens d’adresser 4 notre Ambassadeur a Paris le télégramme ci-aprés :— 
Vien “Je m’empresse de vous communiquer ci-apres le télégramme que le Pacha de Tunis 
“nt d’adresser 2 son Altesse le Premier Ministre :— 
Sur “* Jai télégraphié hier 4 votre Altesse lui annoncant I’entrée des troupes Francaises 
do le territoire Tunisien du cété des Kroumirs et d’un autre cdté, menagant la forteresse 
Xt elles ne sont plus éloignées aujourd’hui que de 9 kilom. Le bruit persiste que de 
ay elles veulent se diriger sur Tunis pour nous forcer a accepter le Protectorat. J'ai 
fy le ferme espoir que la Sublime Porte prendra d’urgence les mesures nécessaires en 
“ur de la Régence pour écarter les difficultés.’ 
Gon, J Be saurais assez insister sur le fait que les droits de la Sublime Porte, que le 
hi . vernement Francais semble aujourd’hui vouloir contester, sont consacrés par des titres 
ues et par les faits eux-mémes qui se sont succédés sans interruption. _ 
Con our ne citer que quelques exemples a cet égard, il est de notoriété publique que les 
Seay des Puissances 4 Tunis recoivent leurs exequatur de la Sublime Porte et que les 
ec Sa rere locales portent pour condition expresse que les Traités conclus avee 
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VEmpire doivent étre également exécutoires en Tunis. Ceci seul suffit pour établir 00 
droits incontestables sur cette province. i 

“Pour donner une solution a la question de Tunis, nous proposons de Ja soumettté 
aux autres Puissances, ou bien de nous entendre la-dessus directement avec la France 
Nous espérons fermement que le Gouvernement de la République Frangaise n’aura aucuté 
intention d’exercer une pression quelconque sur le Gouverneur-Général de Tunis pour 4! 
faire accepter son Protectorat. a 

“Je vous invite 4 soumettre immédiatement ce qui précéde 4 son Excellen' 
M. Barthélemy St. Hilaire.” 

Vous voudrez bien vous énoncer dans le sens qui précéde auprés de son Excellen¢ 
M. le Ministre des Affaires Etrangéres et me faire part de l'impression que produira cet” 
communication. . 


2 
o . 
“9 
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No. 120. 
Mr. Reade to Earl Granville—(Received April 29.) 
No. 32 ?. ‘; 4 
ee ic.) Tunis, April 28, 1881. . 
SINCE the 8th instant, as expressed in my telegram No. 19 and despatch No. 35 


the same day, and in subsequent telegrams, the presence in Tunis of one or more ships ® 
war for protection of Christians [?] has appeared to me very necessary. I still think so. 
All foreigners residing in the Regency have, in the meanwhile, been exposed to col 
siderable danger. Owing, however, to the remarkable energy and foresight of the Bey® 
Government, the calamities of a Mussulman rising have, till now, been averted. Ma 
Many families have left the country, and were it not for the prejudicial effect wht 
such a step would have on the whole community, I should have, ere this, sent my ow? 
sac away. a 
t has been my constant object to submit to your Lordship that, so long as no invasi0® 

of territory took place, tranquillity would prevail, but that the French military expeditio¥ 
especially as now carried out, may at any moment entail insurrection and wholesa® 


, ‘ 
“is 


No. 121. 


Mr. Reade to Earl Granville.—(Received April 29.) ti 

(No. 33.) o 
(Telegraphic.) Tunis, April 28, 1881. _ 
INTELLIGENCE just received from Sy Ali Bey’s camp is to the effect that the™ 

was hard fighting on the 26th instant between an advancing column of French troops a0 
the Hamirs, the latter having been vigorously attacked without provocation. F 
The fighting lasted the greater part of the day. Both sides, especially the Frenc” 
[several groups wrong] suffered heavily. 
At the same time a French squadron of six ships bombarded the ruined forts? 
Tabarca, killing many of the Bey’s soldiers and some inhabitants of a neighbour 


"This act of hostility against the Bey’s flag and troops, manifestly exceeding t® 
programme of mere punishment of the Hamirs, has excited here profound and very gene!* 
indignation. { 
The French are moving in the direction of Begia, and declare they mean to occupy 
Bizerta. ar 
The Bey is already openly accused of selling Tunis to the French, and his brother ¥ 
camp has accordingly been deserted by almost all the irregular troops. His Highne* — 
personal safety is now in the greatest danger, as an Arab rising is apprehended. ray 
The security of all foreigners here is in like manner seriously imperilled, the abse? aa | 
at this particular juncture of ships of war of friendly Powers being regarded as a yirtl® 
and tacit acquiescence in the French invasion of the country. ad 
The Bey has himself told me confidentially that, in case of urgent necessity, he woU” 3 
rely on me for his personal security. : of | 
Under these circumstances, I respectfully reiterate my suggestion that some ships 
war may be ordered to these waters. the 3 
Petitions to a similar effect have been addressed to me by British subjects at — 


out-ports. 


SE SEE Ge aC ee ee ER 


75 
No. ]22. 


| Wo, 215, Earl Granville to Lord Lyons. 

legraphic.) Foreign Office, April 29, 1881. 
te WITH reference to my telegram No. 213, endeavour to ascertain whether it is 
~l¢ that any impediment is offered to transmission of telegrams from Tunis. 


Sie aR Rian Rea i meta aedritchion so, AP, eS a 


No. 123. 


(No, 39 Mr. Reade to Earl Granville—(Received April 29, 4 P.M.) 


‘) 
(Melegraphic.) Tunis, April 29, 1881, 10°29 a.m. 
stat; A FRENCH column, 7,000 or 8,000 strong, arrived yesterday at Souk-el-Arba, a 
~~ "0n on the French railway. | 
N engagement with the neighbouring tribes is expected. : 
Withe™ Ali Bey, whose situation had been very embarrassing and critical, has contrived to 
W from the Hamir district, where the fighting continues. 
} ie the bombardment of the Tabarea forts six Tunisian soldiers were killed. Contrary 
Yetups, Bey’s orders, but inspied by the instinct of self-defence, the fire of the French was 
ed, and it is said one of the bombarding gun-boats was sunk. The survivors of the 
| momison with difficulty esca,ed. 
he general excitement increases with advance of the French troops. 


No. 124. 
fXe 34.) Mr. Reade to Earl Granville-—(Received April 29, 10 P.M.) 


phic.) Tunis, April 29, 1881, 2°50 P.M. 

Point FRENCH military force, with artillery, is announced to have landed at Maghad, a 

arth of the coast 15 or 20 miles west of Bizerta, and entrenched themselves behind 
Works hastily constructed. The speedy capture of Bizerta is expected. 


wy Arr 
No. 125. 


Earl Granville to Sir A. Paget, 


we 179. Confidential.) 
fei 3 Foreign Office, April 29, 1881. 
On ITH reference to my previous despatches Nos. 1674, 168a, and 171, Confidential, 
biform, utdect of the present state of affairs in Tunis, I inclose, for. your confidential 
Conn ion, copy of a further telegram from the Italian Government which has been 
WNicated to me by General Menabrea, inquiring what answer Her Majesty’s 
Creag pent propose to return to the appeal made by the Bey for the mediation of the 
to take Owers between himself and the French Government; and whether they propose 
_ 7, *hy action upon it. | 
Of hig Quaking this communication, General Menabrea repeated ‘that it was the desire 
long. Government to continue to act in accord with England as they had hitherto 
May (ont ana eee that Her Majesty’s Government will not immediately 
a)" ey’s Circular. 
“ution ye. at the same time remarked that it seems necessary to receive with some 
ie information which is forwarded to us from Tunis; that the French Minister 
trea Ct Affairs, in reply to inquiries made by Her Majesty’s Ambassador at Paris, has 
firms that it is absolutely without truth that a French fleet has been sent to Tunis, and 
Wy at — au addition to the French naval force in Tunisian waters is the one 
tore labarca. 
. Iam, Xe. . 
(Signed) GRANVILLE. 


76 
No, 126. 
Mr. Reade to Earl Granville—(Received April $0.) | 


of 


(No. 48.) . Ry § 
My Lord, Tunis, April 23, 1881. | 
I HAVE the honour to report that I this day telegraphed to your Lordship a CO” | 
munication to the following effect :— Pe 
A proposal to land an armed force and two field-pieces from the French iron-clad 4 | 
the Goletta, for the alleged purpose of protecting the European colony in this city, | 
this morning made by M. Roustan to the Bey, and declined by the latter. | 
His Highness took occasion to renew his protestations against any violation of WT 
territory under his rule. There is no necessity or call for M. Roustan’s proposal, wi" (| 
if catried into execution, would be eminently calculated to create agitation among © 
whole population, and probably lead to a general rising of the Mussulman natives. —_—4|_ 
The success attending the Bey’s operations in the Hamir district is uniform ®” 
complete ; and, so long as his territory is not invaded by a foreign army, there 18 ".) 
apprehension felt in the Regency as to the possibility or likelihood of any sem®™ 
disturbance. | a 
I have received your Lordship’s telegram No. 17. a 
My telegram No. 23 appears to have been erroneously marked 33, hi 
To my inquiries about the missing No. 22 I can obtain no satisfactory expl™ | 


tion. 
My despatch No. 41 of the 15th is an extension of it. iM 
The way in which telegrams are delayed, mutilated, or suppressed altogether *~ 
matter of not unfrequent complaint. oa 
It is believed that a telegram dispatched by the correspondent of the “ Standard ©) 
the same day as my missing telegram No. 22 was suppressed. . 
On the other hand, I did not myself receive, until the 15th instant, a teleg™™ 
from the editor of the ‘‘ Daily News,” which was dispatched from London three ©] _ 
previously. yt | 
Under these circumstances, I cannot but think that some means of direct © | 
munication with Malta or Sicily should be assured to us. : F 
By telegram just received from Constantinople, the Sultan reiterates his ¢?'y 
approval of the Bey’s action, and informs him that he has entered into negotiations © | 
the Great Powers for the protection of his own rights and those of the Bey. , & 


I have, &e. om | 

(Signed) THOS. F, READ» | 

No. 127. i | 

Lord Lyons to Earl Granville—(Received April 30.) 


(No. 393. Extender.) 7 
My Lord, Paris, April 27, 189, 
WITH reference to telegrams which your Lordship did me the honour to send ® " 
yesterday, I have to report that I mentioned to M. Barthélemy St. Hilaire this after?» 
that it had been stated to Her Majesty’s Government that the French fleet in the “ 
Juan was under orders to go to Goletta. . 
M. Barthélemy St. Hilaire desired me to inform your Lordship that this state?” 
was absolutely false, and that no French fleet was about to be sent to Tunisian wate! 
His Excellency added that the only addition to the French naval force in those ¥" yy 
was the iron-clad which was before Tabarca, and he proceeded to repeat the statemed! 5, 
made to me the day before yesterday that he was entirely averse to any increase % sy 
French naval force near Tunis, lest it should afford a pretext for the appearance of § 
fleets of other Powers there. » 
I mentioned to M. Barthélemy St. Hilaire that Her Majesty's Government © 
sending a dispatch-boat to Tunis on account of the uncertainty of the maintena®™” | 
acy communication with that place. rT) 
I have the honour to transmit to your Lordship a copy of a despatch from | 

Majesty’s Consul at Marseilles, from which it appears that the French fleet is 1yin8 
Toulon fully coaled and provisioned, and ready to leave at a moment’s notice. 
I have, &c. No 

(Signed) LYO 


can 


77 
Inclosure in No. 127. 


Consul Mark to Lord Lyons. 


My Lora, Marseilles, April 26, 1881. 
_ SINCE I last had the honour to address your Lords ip on the 21st instant, troops 

have been continually arriving at Marseilles and Toulon from different parts of the country, 

abou 3,000 of which have embarked for Algeria, the greater part leaving in packet-ships, 
Which class of vessels there is a very large supply belonging to the port. The fleet is 
i lying at Toulon, fully coaled and provisioned, and ready to leave at a moment's notice. 


: I have, &c. 
(Signed) E. W. MARK. 
a a ae 
No. 128. | 
Re an Lord Lyons to Earl Granville.—(Received April 30.) 
Moy Ul) | 
My Lord Paris, April 29, 1881. 


__1 HAVE the honour to transmit herewith to your Lordship Colonel Brackenbury’s 
Report No. 34 on the subject of the Tunis Expedition and the concentration of a “reserve 
brigade » at Nimes. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) LYONS. 


Inclosure in No. 128. 
Colonel Brackenbury to Lord Lyons. 


9% 34, 
mee) Paris, April 29, 1881. 

_ SINCE I last had the honour of addressing your Excellency on the subject of the 
on Expedition, official information has been published of the landing of a detachment 
Tere mainland opposite the Island of Tabarka, of the occupation of Kef by General 
ad ot’s column, the bulk of which has now marched from Kef on Beja, and of the 
tenn? of the brigades Vincendon-Galland-Ritter across the frontier into the Kroumir 

ory. 


As orders have now been issued from the Ministry of War to allow all latitude to 

“ortespondents of newspapers, it will not, I assume, be necessary for me to continue to 
upon the progress of the campaign. 
the , cur Excellency will have observed that, though the composition of the columns in 
ine Ueld has been published in the newspapers, [ have not yet received the official 
“Mormation on the subject long since promised me at the Ministry of War. | 
th have ascertained that a force of all arms, called a “ reserve brigade,” but really 
Uch larger than that term would imply, is being concentrated at Nimes. 


have, &e. 
(Signed) HENRY BRACKENBURY. 
| No. 129. 


Mr. Reade to Earl Granville-—(Received April 30.) 


Xo. 34, sic. ) 

legraphic. Tunis, April 29, 1881. 
I} MORE than three-fourths of the British subjects reside in this city and the Goletta. 
ey) ly submit that the presence of ships of war and consequent fear of bombardment 
Most probably deter Arabs from rising, as in case of insurrection of 1864, and 


W : 
*uld in case of urgent need afford refuge. 


[725] x 


| 


| 


NG 26. Extender.) 
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ae ! entirely approve the language held by your Excellency to His Majesty on that 
on, and the advice which you subsequently gave to Said Pasha on the subject. 


Iam, &e. 
(Signed) GRANVILLE. 


No. 136, 
Earl Granville to Mr. Reade. 


Foreign Office, April 30, 1881. 
of oy consequence of the urgent representations which you have made of the necessi 
resid € dispatch of a a of war to Tunisian waters for the protection of the Britis 
ents at the capital, | have communicated on the subject with the Lords Commis- 
loners of the Admiralty, and they have ordered Her Majesty's ship “ Monarch ” to 
Moceed to the Goletta. iene Ge: 
You will, however, understand that the object of her mission 1s solely to protect 
Bu reans whose position may be endangered in the event of a state of anarchy arising. 
her presence will not entitle you to make any promise to the Bey, although you may 


Offer is Highness an asylum in case of absolute necessity. 
Tam, &e. 
(Signed) GRANVILLE. 


Ee eee 


No. 137. 
, Earl Granville to Lord Lyons. 
fio 217.) 
“egraphic.) Foreign Office, April 30, 1881. 
ITH reference to Mr. Reade’s telegram of the 28th, inform French Government 


har Sees communications from Tunis respecting the danger to Europeans from 
tare 


Ty y at the present moment oblige Her Majesty’s Government to send a ship of war 
Nis, but that only one vessel will be sent, in order not to exceed the number the 
ch have in those waters. 


REEL E SES 
F 


| Wo. 4194, Extender.) 
r 


No. 138. 
Earl Granville to Lord Lyons. 


Y Lord, Foreign Office, April 30, 1881. 
of I HAVE already communicated to your Excellency Mr. Reade’s telegraphic despatch 
the 28th instant, reporting the intelligence received from Sy Ali Bey’s camp of the 
With tions of the French troops against the Hamirs, and of the bombardment of Tabarca, 
Other details. 
he Reade also refers to the danger which threatens the security of all foreigners in 
*, and to the absence of any ships of war of friendly Powers. : 
Prony th reference to Mr. Reade’s Report I have to request that you will inform the 
a" Nch Government that repeated communications from Tunis respecting the danger to 
Seng: eans from anarchy at the present moment, necessitate Her Majesty’s Government 
ey ‘ag a ship of war to Tunis; but that only one vessel will be sent, in order not to 
the number which the French have in the waters of Tunis. 


Tam, &c. 
(Signed) GRANVILLE. 
Sea aia sat Be bat eee 
No. 139. 


Sir C. Dilke to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, Foreign Office, April 80, 1881. 
ate hee Majesty’s Agent at Tunis having reported that the proceedings of the French 
ely to bring about a state of anarchy in the country which may be dangerous to the 


82 | 7 


vérité. Vous étes témoin que rien, Dieu merci, n’est venu justifier les inquiétudes ("| 
population et que l’ordre régne partout. - os 

L’int tation donnée A nos déclarations est en opposition avec ces déclaral® 
mémes. Nous avons, en effet, déclaré 4 vous et 4 vos honorables collégues que ? 

tissons l’ordre et la tranquillité publique, tant que les choses continueront 4 Sut 
eur cours normal; que nous continuerons 4 déployer tous nos efforts et 4 prendre’ | 
mesures nécessaires pour la sécurité publique en toute circonstance. Nous vous répe? 
cependant, qu’en cas d’une invasion de notre territoire par les troupes Frangaises, SUt 
point quelconque de la Regence, nous pourrions nous trouver en présence d’un soul 
ment général qui gagnerait toute la Régence, et qu’en dépit de tous les efforts que now 
cesserons de faire, nous serions dans l’impossibilité d’empécher. C'est 1a le point que ™ | 
avons voulu signaler et pour lequel nous avons décliné toute responsabilité. | 

Nous aimons encore 4 espérer que le Gouvernement de la République voudra 24) 
prendre tout cela en sérieuse considération et penser 4 tous les dangers et aux P® x) 
communs que pourrait faire naftre une invasion de notre territoire. Nous avons les? 
qu'il voudra bien, alors, nous accorder la demande que nous lui avions faite de rég® )) 
nous seul l’affaire des Kroumirs, 4 laquelle nous donnerons une solution qui poutl® 
satisfaire et qui nous fera atteindre le but que nous nous proposons des deux cétés. 

Ecrit le 24 Jouma-el-Oula, 1298 (April 23, 1881). | a 


Inclosure 3 in No. 144. 
Circular addressed by M. Roustan to the Diplomatic and Consular Corps at Tunis- 


Tunis, le 23 Avril, 188 

LE Soussigné, Chargé d’Affaires de la République Francaise, a l’honneur de por® 

= suit & la connaissance de MM. les Représentants des Puissances Etranget™ 
nis :— ‘ 
En présence des déclarations renouvelées par le Bey dans la derniére communic®® 

au Corps Consulaire et des alarmes plus vives qu’elles ont causées dans la populatiO™ 7) 
Soussigné s’est fait un devoir d’informer Son Altesse qu’il était prét A mettre a sa dISPy) 
tion la compagnie de déharquement de la frégate Francaise la ‘‘ Jeanne d’Arc,” actl™ | 
ment en rade de la Goulette, avec deux canons, force trés suffisante pour maintenir Your 
dans le quartier Européen, et le protéger contre une agression. Le Soussigné a 5° g) 
og ajouté que ce débarquement ne pourrait avoir lieu que sur la demande expt” 
< 


Le Bey ayant, ce matin méme, décliné formellement ces offres, le Soussigné preD@* 
de ce refus, et s’empresse d’en informer ses collégues. Ils en concluront sans doute COP sq) 
lui, que les inquiétudes gu’éprouvait le Gouvernement Tunisien pour le maintien de Py) 
sont moins grandes que celles qu’il manifeste, ou bien que ce Gouvernement * 9) 
déterminé a accepter dans les éventualités la responsabilité qu’il a essayé de décliner J¥°* | 


nt. 7 1 
Le Soussigné, &c. (Signé) TH. ROUSTA™ 


No. 145. 
Lord Lyons to Earl Granville-—(Received May 2.) 


(No. 405. Extender.) re 
My Lord, Paris, April 30, 18% 

iN answer to your Lordship’s telegraphic inquiry of yesterday, I have to report le’ 
I am informed by the French Telegraph office that there is now no impediment t? ~~ 
graphic communication between Paris and Tunis. ma 

In order to test this by experiment, I have dispatched a telegram to Mr. Reade,“ 
taining a request to him to answer by telegraph. | 


‘+ 


T have, &e. a | 
(Signed) LyON® 
<4 


7 
eae 
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No. 146. 

Bi i. Lord Lyons to Earl Granville.—(Received May 2.) 

ie My Lord, Paris, May 1, 1881. 

ee AT noon to-day, in execution of your Lordship’s telegraphic instruction of yesterday, 

_ ~ Mentioned to M. Barthélemy St. Hilaire that the repeated communications from Tunis 

_ 4 Specting the danger to Europeans at the present moment from anarchy obliged Her 

- Majesty’s Government to send a ship of war to that place. 

_.  M. Barthélemy St. Hilaire said that it was only natural that Her Majesty’s Govern- 

Ls tic t should feel bound to take precautions for the safety of British subjects, in considera- 

_ “0 of the alarming reports which would seem to have been made to them. 

,. His Excellency went on to say that, on the other hand, the accounts which he 

ie himse If had recently received were very reassuring. He also remarked that large ships 

; Sould only lie at a considerable distance from the city of Tunis, and could not be of much 

_ “Tvice in case of any sudden outbreak. . . 

shs I suggested that, nevertheless, a state of things might arise at Tunis in which a 

_ “'P of war would at least be useful as a refuge for British subjects and other Europeans. 

shi I proceeded to observe that Her Majesty’s Government proposed to send only one 

; ” Tunis, in order not to exceed the number of ships of war which the French had 
In answer to a question from me, M. Barthélemy St. Hilaire repeated what he had 

= me on the 25th instant as to the amount of the French naval force in Tunisian 


th There was, he said, one French iron-clad regularly stationed at Tunis. The ship 
| 2. stationed there, the “Jeanne d’Arc,” required repairs and was to come home, and 
to Be sine Blanche,” a ship of the same class, had gone to relieve her, but only one was 


\‘f 

whi I asked M. Barthélemy St. Hilaire what had become of the third iron-clad, that 

jhe ch he had subsequently mentioned to me as being before Tabarca. He answered that 
did not know positively whether this ship was or was not still in Tunisian waters. 


yy 
4 


| I have, &c. 
ny (Signed) LYONS. 
No. 147, 
. (% q Lord Lyons to Earl Granville —(Received May 2.) 
- 410.) 
mY Lord Paris, May 1, 1881. 


Sen WITH your despatch No. 415 of yesterday, your Lordship has been so good as to 

alse me a copy of a letter, marked “ personnelle,” which appears to have been addressed, 
yesterday, by General Menabrea to Sir Julian Pauncefote. : : 

follow this letter General Menabrea, speaking of French proceedings in Tunis, writes as 

s:— 

dy e Quoique j'ai lieu de croire que les craintes qu’on manifeste sur les intentions futures 

faite Ouvernement Francais puisqu’elles seraient contraires aux déclarations explicites 
S 4 Lord Lyons par M. Barthélemy St. Hilaire, &c. &c.” 


do not know to what declarations General Menabrea alludes in this Bene 
ave, &c. 


(Signed) LYONS. 
rr 


No. 148. 


Assim Pasha to Musurus Pasha.—(Communicated to Earl Granville by Musurus Pasha, 
May 2.) 
(Tétégraphique. ; Constantinople, le 30 Avril, 1881. 
Altecse vous transmets ci-aprés, pour votre information, le télégramme responsif que son 
‘se le Premier Ministre vient d’adresser 4 Son Altesse le Pacha de Tunis pour lui faire 
hes recommandations exigées par les circonstances :— 


87 


ag du Gouvernement de Son Altesse, et que ce serait faire preuve d’une réelle 
“Justice ou de la plus compléte ignorance des choses que d’avancer le contraire. 

_ Les Soussignés saisissent avec empressement cette occasion, M. l’Agent et Consul- 
¢ Général, pour vous remercier de la maniére efficace dont vous protégez leurs intéréts en 
Yant a coeur de maintenir les excellents rapports entre le Gouvernement de Sa Majesté la 
~*€ine et celui de Son Altesse le Bey. 


Avec le plus profond respect, les Soussignés, &e. 
| (Suivent les signatures.) 


5 


No. 157. 
| No, 50.) Mr. Reade to Earl Granville—(Received May 3.) 
My Lord | Tunis, April 26, 1881. 


a, WITH reference to my telegram No. 27 of yesterday, reporting the invasion of 
_ _J0isian territory by French troops, I have the honour to transmit to your Lordship a copy, 
Sg which I have been furnished by the Tunisian Foreign Office, of the protest the Bey 
“88 addressed to M. Roustan against the breach of international law which, he clearly 
Points out, has been committed to his prejudice and to - cc his ees the Sultan. 
a A ave, Wc. 
| (Signed) THOS. F. READE. 


Se ee a ee 
Inclosure in No. 157. 


The Bey of Tunis to M. Roustan. 
(Traduction. 


EY LE Geek Réchid, Gouverneur du Kef, nous a informé qu’hier les troupes Frangaises 
danPees 3, Sakiat-Sidi-Youssef ont franchi les frontiéres et sont arrivées 4 Ouadi Allagh, 
Gon le territoire de la tribu de Charen, menagant par 1a la ville du Kef. D’autre part, le 
, Uverneur de Béja nous a informé qu’une colonne de troupes Frangaises a franchi égale- 
de t la frontiére et a campé a Ain Ismail, au milieu des tentes de la faction des Jouailia, 
pis la tribu des Kroumirs. 
‘Big L’entrée de ces troupes sur le territoire Tunisien, notamment du cdté du Kef, sans 
| Goyer alable, et pendant que nous sommes en état de paix et en relations d’amitié avec le 
N Vernement de la République, est un acte contraire a toutes les régles du droit des gens. 
in Nous trouvons dans la nécessité de protester contre cet acte insolite dans les rapports 
ationaux. 
Cette protestation nous la faisons en notre nom et au nom de I’Empire Ottoman, dont 
x, WMisie fait partie intégrante, nous l’adressons également aux autres Puissances amies. 
al rendons également votre Gouvernement responsable de toutes les conséquences qul 
‘“Utraient résulter de ce fait. 
ous vous prions de nous accuser réception de la présente protestation. 
Erit le 26 Joumada-el-Oula, 1298 (25 Avril, 1881). 
i ee 
No. 158. 


| {Xo 53,) Mr. Reade to Earl Granville.—(Received May 3.) 


Y Lord, Tunis, April 27, 1881. 
Bian ITH reference to my despatch No. 52 of yesterday’s date, inclosing a copy of the 
the «| Which the Bey has addressed to M. Roustan against the violation of his own and 
i. ultan’s rights involved in the* invasion of the Tunisian territory by French troops, I 
| the honour to transmit to your Lordship a copy of M. Roustan’s reply to that 
Y a8 communicated to me by the Bey’s Government. 

Mates ut Lordship will not fail to observe the manner in which M. Roustan avoids the 
His rial issues raised by the Bey in his various communications, and persists in ignoring 
With, ighness’s assurances that he is perfectly able to give every satisfaction to France 
ut an invasion of his territory. 
I have, &c. 


(Signed) THOS. F. READE. 


es 


&8 
‘Inclosure in No. 158. _ ql 


M. Roustan to the Bey of Tunis. ; 
Monseigneur, Tunis, le 26 Avril, 188% 
JAI regu la lettre que votre Altesse m’a fait l’honneur de m’écrire en date d’hier, ® 
sujet de l’entrée, par deux points de la frontiére, des troupes Francaises chargées de chau! 
les Kroumirs et d’empécher le renouvellement des agressions commises, dans ces dernl@ 
temps, par cette tribu sur le territoire de la République en Algérie. iP) 
J’ai vu avec autant de peine que de surprise que votre Altesse considérait l’entrée © 
ces troupes comme ayant eu lieu sans avis préalable et comme constituant, en ]’e# 
de paix qui existe entre les deux Gouverhements, un acte contraire a toutes les régles © 
droit des gens. a 
Votre Altesse me permettra, en effet, de lui rappeler que cette opération milita® | 
lui a été annoncée en premier lieu par ma lettre du 7 Avril, qui lui transmet copie dU™ | 
dépéche de M. le Ministre des Affairés Etrangéres l’invitant 4 nous préter main-forte ¢@! 
cette ceuvre de répression nécessaire et l'informant que nos Généraux avaient recu a 
effet l’ordre de s’entendre, dans ce but, avec les Commandants des troupes Tunisiennes. — 
Cette déclaration a été confirmée par ma lettre du 9 Avril, dans laquelle, réponda 
aux observations que votre Altesse m’avait chargé de transmettre 4 mon Gouvernem® 
je lui fasais savoir que celui-ci se trouvait dans l’impossibilité de modifier les dispositi®! 
déja prises qui lui étaient commandées par la gravité exceptionnelle des événements de ” 
ntiére. 7 a 
Le 15 Avril javais ’honneur d’informer votre Altesse que, malgré le refus réill) 
qu'elle avait opposé 4 ma demande de coopération militaire, mon Gouvernement persis™ 
a croire qu’une action énergique était indispensable pour assurer la sécurité de % 
territoire. : : eS | 
Le 17 Avril, j’ai écrit 4 votre Altesse pour lui donner avis que mon Gouvernement © | 
voyait dans l’obligation de venger l’insulte faite 4 notre pavillon 4 Tabarque, ot il a¥” 
été accueilli & coups de fusil. y 
Enfin, le 20 Avril je faisais savoir 4 votre Altesse qu’en présence de ses déclarati®™ 
et de celles de son Premier Ministre, tendant a décliner la responsabilité des désordres 9 
pourraient se produire dans le cas ott les troupes Francaises entreraient sur le territoiré © 
la Régence, mon Gouvernement se voyait dans l’obligation de tenir le Bey et son Minis” 
personnellement et exclusivement responsables du moindre mal qui arriverait 4 ™ 
nationaux ou aux autres étrangers. Par la méme communication, j’informais votre Alte, 
que j’étais chargé de la prier de retirer ses troupes de Tabarque, afin d’éviter tout con? 
entre elle et le corps de débarquement qui devait se porter sur ce point, et cela confor™. 
ment 4 la promesse que j’avais regu de la bouche de votre Altesse, de faire retirer * 
troupes devant les nétres dans le cas ow elles entreraient sur le territoire Tunisien. __ 
Je crois avoir répondu suffisamment au reproche portant sur absence d’avis préala?” 
concernant l’entrée de nos troupes. Quant a celui d’avoir agi contrairement au droit 
gens vis-a-vis d’un Gouvernement avec lequel nous étions en paix et en relations d’aml@" | 
je n’ai qu’a me référer aux déclarations contenues dans la dépéche de M. le Ministre 
Affaires Etrangéres en date du 6 Avril, que j’ai placé sous les yeux de votre Altess¢” | 
qu’elle a communiquée & mes collégues. Cette dépéche, en renouvelant les assurances © | 
bons rapports que nous désirons conserver avec votre Altesse, indiquait, comme baseS °° | 
nos opérations militaires, le territoire de La Calle et la Vallée de la Medjerda, & laque!® | 
nos troupes accédent en ce moment par la Vallée de Oued Mellégue. J’espére que, PY, | 
ce résumé fidéle de mes communications antérieures, votre Altesse sera convaincue que” 
Gouvernement de la République, tout en maintenant énergiquement ses droits A agir 2% | 
ses pares forces contre les tribus insoumises qui désolent notre frontiére, n’a ja@®” | 
eu l'intention de porter atteinte aux bonnes relations entre les deux pays et que; PY. 
conséquent, la protestation formulée dans la lettre de votre Altesse n’a pas des rai8™ | 
d’étre. 3 at | 
Quant aux conséquences qui peuvent résulter de nos opérations militaires et A | 
votre Altesse persiste 4 décliner la responsabilité, j'ai déjA eu occasion de m’expliq™ | 
catégoriquement a cet égard. Si votre Altesse se trouve dans J’impuissance de mainte? | 
Yordre 4 Tunis, je lui offre de nouveau de lui venir en aide a cet effet, si elle veut »® . 
m/autoriser & faire débarquer les troupes et l’artillerie que Je stationnaire Francais P© | 
mettre & sa disposition. ‘ 


J’ai, &e. ia 
(Signé) TH. ROUSTAN: 4 
| = | 


’ 
o 
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‘Sth ultimo, No. 30 of the 17th ultimo, and No. 31 of the 22nd ultimo) anticipated the 
_ Probability of a French force being dispatched to Bizerta, as that position affords a base 
_ zither for operations against the Kroumirs from the east, or for putting pressure on the 
Bey of Tunis, should that from political motives be desired, 


_, Indeed, if the French Government wishes to coerce the Bey, without apparently 
,. sibarting from the limits of an expedition against the Kroumirs, the advance of a force 
_ Tom Bizerta is the best measure it could adopt, because, whether for a march upon Tunis 
op or for effecting a junction with the right of General Logerot’s column at Beja, the 
_ “Tt objective point of a force operating from Bizerta would be the station of El-Djedeida 
% ‘a the Ghardimaou-Tunis Railway, only 15 miles distant from the city of Tunis. 

i Lhe transports “Sarthe ” and “‘ Dryade,” which conveyed the troops to Bizerta, sailed 
“i sealed orders from Toulon, it being given out publicly that they were conveying 
“nforcements to Bone. 


. I have, &c. 
he (Signed) HENRY BRACKENBURY. 


No. 164. 


Assim Pasha to Musurus Pasha.—(Communicated confidentially to Earl Granville by 
Musurus Pasha, May 4. 


| Mageraphique.) ; Constantinople, le 3 Mai, 1881. 
Pre DANS un entretien qu’il vient d’avoir avec M. de Giers, son Excellence Chakir 
*4sha a recu assurance que la Russie ne manquerait pas de s’associer & toute démarche 
de Angleterre ou I'Italie feraient dans le but de soumettre aux Puissances Signataires du 
“*até de Berlin la solution du différend Tunisien. , 

betes Je vous prie daller voir sans retard Lord Granville pour l’entretenir de ce qui précede 
__ lacher d’obtenir que son Excellence veuille bien prendre Vinitiative d’une proposition 

Wiest sare de rencontrer Vappui du Cabinet de St. Pétersbourg. 


an va em 


> 


No. 165. 

Assim Pasha to Musurus Pasha.—(Communicated to Earl Granville by Musurus Pasha, 
(Te : May 4.) 

’ €graphique.) Constantinople, le 3 Mai, 1881. 


un SON Altesse le Pacha de Tunis vient d’adresser 4 son Altesse le Premier Ministre 
Ee télégramme dont voici la traduction :— _ 

0, ‘J’apprends A V’instant que les troupes Frangaises se sont emparées de Bizerte. 

Pde ion ait pour but la conquéte de cette province, c’est un fait inattaquable et hors 

Ute, 

“Je prie votre Altesse de prendre d’urgence, 4 Varrivée de mon télégramme, les 

‘pues nécessaires pour parer au danger ot je me trouve ; je n’ai plus d’autre espoir que 

_ — & et votre Altesse.” 


No. 166. 


Assim Pasha to Musurus rer to Earl Granville by Musurus Pasha, 
my May 4. 
(T Phigna.) Constantinople, le 3 Mai, 1881. 
| ES différentes dépéches vous ont successivement mis au courant de l'état actuel des 
ys 4 Tunis, et du point de vue auquel nous ayons toujours envisagé cette question. 
et Simple incident local se traduisant par V’agression de quelques tribus Berbéres du 
Pres u°, P Algérie, agression que les autorités Tunisiennes s’étaient dés Yorigine déclarées 
0% les i chitier, a pourtant, a notre grande surprise, amené une expédition de troupes 
‘4 1, wérables Francaises en Tunis ; il résulte, en effet, des derniéres informations transmises 
Sublime Porte par le Pacha de Tunis, que les troupes Francaises s'avancent de plus 
a Plus dans Tintérieur du pays apres s’étre emparées de plusieurs points fortifiés, et 
elles sont déja parvenues 4 une distance de 100 milles du centre de la province. 
..»on Altesse pense qu’un mouvement militaire aussi important et une marche aussi 
ign’ & travers la province, malgré la déclaration de la France de ne poursuivre aucune 
€ conquéte, déclaration dont nous avons pris acte, semblent pourtant dénoter l’un ou 
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The partially ruined forts of Tabarca were, on the same day, vigorously bombardet 
by a French squadron of six shi Many of the Bey’s soldiers, and some inhabitants ® 
a neighbouring village were killed. A feeling of profound and very general indignation }® 
been excited here by this act of hostility against the Bey’s flag, which manifestly exce® 
the programme of simply punishing the Hamirs. a 

A French force is marching in the direction of Begia, and it is publicly declat® 
that their intention is to occupy also Bizerta. a 

Most of the irregular troops attached to Sy Ali Bey’s camp have deserted, and the P* 
(Mohammed Sadek) is himself openly accused of selling Tunis to the French. | 

An Arab rising being apprehended, the Bey’s personal security, as well as that of 
foreigners in the country, are seriously imperilled. % 

The absence, at this particular juncture, of ships of war of friendly Power’ | 
regarded here as a virtual and tacit acquiescence in French military-movements. ‘a 

I have been confidentially informed by the Bey that, in case of urgent necessity, ™ 
would rely on me for his personal security. 5 

I beg, under these circumstances, to reiterate my suggestion that some ships of wa 
may be ordered to proceed to Tunis. g 
si British subjects residing at the outposts have addressed me petitions to a siml™ 


I have, & 


C. ‘: 
(Signed) THOS. F. READE- 


f 


No. 172. 


, Mr. Reade to Earl Granville.—(Received May 6.) 
(No. 58.) 
M 


Lord, } Tunis, April 29, 1881. 
WITH reference to my telegram No. 31 of yesterday, I am desirous of explair ing” 
your Lordship that my views as to the state of alarm and actual danger in this city ® 
correct, and that, if peng bac up to this time occurred, it is chiefly owing to the ¢ cce 
lent police regulations of His Highness the Bey, as well as to a very prevalent idea U™ 
the Great Powers, and more especially England, would, sooner or later, intervene. * 
idea arises entirely from an old friendship manifested on many occasions towards &™ 
country, but J have most studiously maintained an attitude of complete reserve, accore™ 
to your Lordship’s instructions, and avoided holding out any kind of promise or hopes: "* 
I have peculiar means of knowing the state of feeling in the country. As long 
invasion took place nothing could be apprehended, but now the French are actually in 
country and exterminating the Hamirs, the whole of the Arab tribes accuse the Bey |, 
having deceived them in accord with the French, and of having induced the Hamirs © 
submit by false pretences. q 
The Arabs are arming in all directions, and the slightest irritation could kind? 
aa of the most terrible description, which might extend to Tripoli and Algeria, and ev 
urther. ; zi 
I cannot ignore the vast sales of gunpowder and arms which are hourly taking pl? | 
and have felt it my duty to warn Her Majesty’s Government of possible eventualities- . | 
I do my best to calm apprehension, especially in my answers to constant mess?2 ) | 
from the Agents in outlying districts, and in my communications with the townfolk, ™ 
are reassured by the presence of my family here. i 
The Bey and his Minister would, be the first objects of attack, as they are believed | ¢ 
have sold Tunis to the French, and, once the Government is overturned, massacres ?™* 
occur before any aid could reach us. ig 
hope my anxiety to avoid a catastrophe which could have no remedy will be ™ 
excuse for what may have seemed unwarrantable pertinacity and needless alarm. ‘9 
I have, &c. B 1 

(Signed) THOS. F, READ™ 


4 
a‘ A 
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No. 1738. 


Mr. Reade to Earl Granville.—(Received May 6.) 


7.0. 59. Extender.) 

*Y Lord, Tunis, April 28, 1881. 
. [ HAVE the honour to report that I this day forwarded to your Lordship telegrams 
_~ “he following effect :— 

-_ No. 33. It is reported that a column of French troops, 7,000 or 8,000 strong, 
ached Souk-el-Arba (a station of the Béne-Guelma Railway), about 120 miles from this 
_,.: It is apprehended that this force will come into collision with some of the Arab 
8s of that neighbourhood. 

_, Fighting continues in the Hamir district, and Sy Ali Bey, whose situation had become 
$e raeraeaing and critical, has, after much difficulty, succeeded in withdrawing 
mM it, : 

,, It appears that the number of Tunisian soldiers killed at the bombardment of the 
;‘arca forts is six. Inspired by the instinct of self-defence, but contrarily to the Bey’s 
| Miers, the fire of the ships was returned, and, it is said, a gun-boat of the attacking force 
_*Ssunk. The survivors of the small garrison escaped with difficulty. 

+ Proportionately with the advance of the French troops, the general excitement 


Tag 34. Of the entire number of British subjects in this Regency, more than three- 
‘hs reside in this city and at the Goletta. 
the eaui® Presence of ships of war and fear of bombardment would, [ humbly submit, have 
ie of deterring Arabs from rising, as was the case on the occasion of the insurrection 
rae ; and, in case of urgent necessity, the ships would, [ presume, afford refuge. 
of No. 35. It is reported that a French military force disembarked yesterday at a point 
a coast 15 or 20 miles to the west of Bizerta. Artillery was landed at the same time, 
* €arthworks thrown up, behind which the above force entrenched themselves. 
a e capture of Bizerta is hourly expected. 
ty. No. 36. Later intelligence shows that the landing which was reported in my 
Im No. 35 took place nearer Tabarca than Bizerta, and 50 miles distant from the 
~~*t place, The first official Report was, it appears, wrongly interpreted. 


ts I have, &c. 
te (Signed) THOS. F. READE. 
: : a 
he No. 174. 
ts * Lord Lyons to Earl Granville-—(Received May 6.) 
Lord Paris, May 5, 1881. 


%) I HAVE the honour to inclose herewith to your Lordship, extracted from the 
) Eben Officiel ” of this day, a Report received by the Minister of War from the Tunisian 
cag ton. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) LYONS. 


Inclosure in No. 174. 


Extract from the ‘‘ Journal Officiel” of May 5, 1881. 


Paris, le 4 Mai, 188}. 
LE Ministre de la Guerre a recu la dépéche suivante :— 


« Le Général Forgemol au Ministre de la Guerre. 


‘© Roum-el-Souk, le 3 Mai, 1881, 9 A. 10, soir. 

Y est nouvelles recues de Tabarque sont satisfaisantes. L’état sanitaire des troupes 
rhe bon. Les Ouled Amor et Ravaissia ont obtenu l’aman. _ Le service de correspondance 
to; scrre avec La Calle est installé; un marche est organisé. Le Général Logerot est 
adi Urs 4 Souk-el-Arba, ow il a recu d’assez nombreuses soumissions. La brigade Gaume 
| °pérer aujourd’hui une reconnaissance sur Fernana. Le Général Logerot fait diriger 


& 
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No. 176. 

| Lord Lyons to Earl Granville-—(Received May 6.) 

No. 433, Confidential.) 

NY Lord, Paris, May 5, 1881. 

‘ ,., IN the course of conversation yesterday, M. Barthélemy St. Hilaire spoke with some 


| etness of the proceedings of Italian officials with regard to the newspaper “ Mouskatel,” 
“lished in Arabic at Cagliari. 


we 
ally 


ry 

il 

v 
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,.. the Syrian was, his Excellency added, now at Paris, and was occupied in common 
«1 Some of his countrymen, in editing a newspaper in the Arabic language, in order to 
“lvey true sentiments respecting France to the natives of Algeria and Tunis. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) LYONS. 
2 No. 177. 
aa 
a The Bey of Tunis to Earl Granville—(Received May 6, 4°35 A.M.) 
| phique.) Le 5 Mai, 1881. 


" i JE confirme A votre Excellence mon télégramme en date du 26 Avril informant 
4 te Excellence de l’invasion de la Régence par les troupes de la République Frangaise 
’ bol, elie dans des circonstances contraires aux droits des gens et contre laquelle j’ai 


de. @Uquel nous n’avons jamais consenti. Malgré nos protestations et malgré les 
Qe, tations explicites du Gouvernement de la République, les troupes Francaises ont 
ee Es notre ville du Kef: une colonne Frangaise marche maintenant sur Beja : les forts 
&,abarque ont été detruits, et leur place occupée: d’autres tribus, étrangéres aux 
p:Umirs, ont été attaquées: une garnison Frangaise occupe actuellement le port de 
pa. ©, Sur la forteresse de laquelle le drapeau Francais flotte aujourd’hui. Je ne sais 
pp, Wuelles autres mesures sont décidées au sujet des autres localités de la Régence. Je 
Cer de nouveau 4 témoignage le Représentant méme de Sa Majesté la Reine pour 
plier des efforts déployés par moi pour donner toutes les satisfactions possibles au 
an. etnement Francais au sujet des Kroumirs, qui s’étaient entigrement soumis a notre 

’Utorj ) té, et de la tranquillité publique que j’ai maintenue jusqu’a ce jour sur tous points du 
J}; ‘Olre. I] m’est impossible de prévoir les désastres qui vont fondre sur la Régence si 
~ dea On continue. Par suite de ces circonstances je place mon propre sort, ainsi que les 
| Ty, 288 de la Régence, entre les mains de votre Excellence et celles de Sa Majesté 
5 e le Sultan, implorant, au nom de l’humanité et en qualité d’ancien allié de votre 
Yorn Tmement, avec lequel j’ai toujours conservé des relations non interrompues, l’aide de 


hoe Xcellenee, pour qu'elle adopte telle mesure de médiation urgente qui puisse arréter 

Con, teurs de la guerre qui dévaste en ce moment la Régence, arriver 4 une décision 

ommane des Gouvernements pour assurer l'avenir de ce pays, et régler les réclamations 

<M Gouvernement de la République aurait & formuler contre mon Gouvernement. 
ES SADEK. 
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toutefois, de communiquer 4 votre Excellence, aprés confrontation, ceux des docu me 
qui n’ont pas été livrés a la publicité. | ae 
Veuillez, &c. 


(Sign) M, Assi 


‘ 
+ 


A 


Inclosure in No. 183. 
Son Altesse le Pacha de Tunisie & son Altesse le Premier Ministre. 


(Traduction.) 3 
JE fais tout ce qui m’est possible pour entretenir les meilleurs rapports avee 
Consuls des Puissances résidant dans la Province de Tunis. Dans toutes les affaires ® 
ne touchent pas aux droits de la Sublime Porte sur cette province ni aux miens, je ® 
un soin particulier 4 éviter toute cause de mésintelligence avec le Corps Consulaire. _ 
La Tunisie jouit, avec l’aide de Dieu, de la plus grande tranquillité et d’un 
parfait. Les étrangers qui habitent le pays sont admis indistinctement, personne 
pourrait le nier, 4 la jouissance des bénéfices assurés au sujets de Sa Majesté, soit so¥ 
rapport commercial, soit sous le rapport de la possession des immeubles, d’apr 
té qui leur en est laissée. Malgré tout cela, nous avons a nous occuper G¢& 
quelque temps de faits qui donnent naissance A-des difficultés. q 
e dois citer, entre autres, le cas de la Concession que j’avais précédemment accol 

4 une Compagnie Anglaise pour la construction d’une ligne ferrée allant de ‘Tul 
Khalk-el-Vadi et de 14 au port de Tunis. La Compagnie concessionnaire qui avait pours 
son entreprise pendant quelque temps, a voulu, lorsque les travaux de construction eu” 
été achevés, vendre la ligne, ainsi que j’en avais prévenu la Sublime Porte a cette ep% 
La Compagnie Francaise et la Compagnie Italienne se sont disputé l’achat ; c’est ce” 
qui l’a obtenue. i 
A la suite de l’échec subi par la Compagnie Francaise, le Consul de France *’ 
adressé 4 moi pour me demander de ne pas reconnairre la valadité de lopération. 4! 
Ra pas suivre la voie indiquée sans me trouver en opposition avec les disposition 
ités, aussi bien qu’avec les clauses du contrat de Concession et sans faire uD * 
@hostilité. J’ai di décliner la demande. Le Consul de France, contrarié de ce fait, * 
mis A créer des difficultés en attendant le moment favorable pour provoquer des inci¢* 


1. Cet Agent m’a donné, entre autres, un conseil qu'un Mussulman aurait com 
une énormité non seulement a exécuter, mais encore 4 écouter. Quel que puisse eH 
sort qui nous est réservé, je me fie 4 Dieu pour repousser l’idée malsaine de nous p# 
sous le Protectorat Frangais afin d’étre désormais a l'abri de toute préoccupation polit 

Le Consul de France m’a remis un document contenant Jes conditions de ce Pro 
torat ; mais j’ai refusé d’accepter, soit la proposition, soit le 235 qui m’était pres® 
ee sur lequel je n’ai méme pas voulu jeter un coup d’wil. Le Consul ayant insist 
ui ai répondu qu’il m’était impossible d’accueillir, voire méme d’écouter, sa propos!™) 
C’est alors qu’en désespoir de cause il s’est mis 4 formuler les demandes les F 
inadmissibles pour l’autorité. ‘ 

Ainsi, il m’a propose d’accorder 4 la Compagnie Frangaise, concessionnaire @° 
ligne ferrée de Djendouba, l’autorisation de construire une ligne allant de Tunis au litt? 
et une autre s’étendant jusqu’a la localité dite Bizerto. Si jamais quelqu’un se prése”” 
pour solliciter la concession d’un chemin de fer dans le pays, la demande ne serait 
accordée avant qu’elle ne fit soumise 4 I’approbation de la dite Compagnie Fran? 
Le Consul m’a proposé en outre, sous la menace d’une expédition militaire et maritim® 
lui ‘donner Ja Concession de la construction d’un port 4 Tunis. J’ai dd céder su? 
dernier point. dik 

2. Tl existe encore un autre incident qui se rattache A la vente des propriét® 
Haireddin Pacha. Parmi ces immeubles il se trouve une ferme connue sous le no™ | 
Néfida. Habitée par diverses tribus Arabes, et contenant quelques villages, elle comp", 
un vaste terrain. Nombre d’habitants voulant acheter Néfida et ses dépendances oDt “,, 
parvenir par écrit leurs offres 4 Haireddin Pacha. Mais, comme celui-ci leur a rep% iy 
qu’il avait cédé ses immeubles a la “Société Marseillaise,” ils ont di abandonnel ~~ 
projet. | “ 

Sur ces entrefaites, un Anglais nommé Youssouf Levy, qui posséde un terraid 
dans les limites de la ferme en question, a formulé par devant le Tribunal du Ché"",, 
demande en revendication du droit de péremption. Acheteur et Chéfi (po : il 
droit de péremption) étant également justiciable des Tribunaux locaux, d’aprés la ts 
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[Nos. 1924 and should be read after No. 192 on page 107. | 


4 No. 192 a. 
Wo ® Sir A. Paget to Earl Granville.—(Received May 9.) 
My Loa, Rome, May 14, 1881. 


HAVE the honour to report to your since: that an interrogation was yesterday 
messed to the Ministry in the Chamber of 


. > 
lp 
7 - § ~ 


Signor Rudini, who put the question to the Government, said that he did not inquire 

_, ther the occupation of Bizerta by the French was a temporary or definitive measure, 
Whether it would be followed by the occupation of Tunis, which in comparison 
)_°@ matter of small importance. All that he asked was whether it was true that Bizerta 

occupied by French troops. | 

4... Im the absence of Signor Cairoli, Signor Depretis, Minister of the Interior, replied 
a. the Government had received information that a French corps of 2,000 men had 
, ©mbarked at Bizerta, and had cceupied the town. He made no comment on this event, 
“the Government, he said, had no motive for changing its policy. 

q. Signor Rudini confined himself to saying that he took act of the declarations of the 
_~“*vernment, and he was convinced that the Chamber would do so also. 

Ihave the honour to inclose herewith a Report of the above contained in the official 

~"pte-rendu of the proceedings of the Chamber. 


eputies respecting recent events in 


ve, 


[ ha Cc. 
(Signed) A. PAGET. 


—— Le 


Inclosure in No. 1924 
Report of Proceedings in the Italian Chamber of Deputies, March 3, 1881. 


_,,. SIGNOR DI RUDINI domanda quindi all’onorevole Ministro dell’Interno se e 
_ Mdo intenda di rispondere all'interrogazione dell’onorevole Di Rudini. 

4g Signor Depretis, Ministro, crede di poter rispondere egli stesso e subito, trattandosi 
_ p,°8a di fatto, anche senza attendere la risposta del suo collega il Ministro degli Esteri, 
_ “Idente del Consiglio. 

iy Il Presidente da facolta all’onorevole Di Rudini di svolgere la sua interrogazione. 

yy. Signor di Rudini.—II testo stesso della sua interrogazione ne esprime intero il concetto. 
Repyieriede se l’occupazione di Biserta sia un fatto temporario o definitivo; 0 se essa sara 
en dall’occupazione di Tunisi, che in confronto sarebbe poca cosa ; domanda semplice- 
_ “ite se sia vero che Biserta sia stata occupata dai Francesi. 
— ignor Depretis, Ministro—Dalle notizie giunte al Governo risulta che un piccolo 
“Ton. Prancese di 2,000 uomini @ sbarcato a Biserta ed ha occupata la citta. Egli 
Peo, d ep aabi sul fatto, ed il Governo non ha motivo di cambiare la linea della sua 


~ 
, 


| “tga Signor di Rudini prende atto delle dichiarazioni del Governo, convinto che anche 
_ “la Camera ne prendera atto. 


y No. 192s. 
Sir A. Paget to Earl Granville—(Received May 9.) 


| & 176. Most Confidential.) 
—Y Lora, Rome, May 5, 1881. 
« HAVING been informed yesterday afternoon that orders had been given to an Italian 
thie of war to proceed to Tunis, I sent to the Ministry for Foreign Affairs to ascertain if 
| Was the case. 
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‘,-’endues négociations ou sur les conditions que le Gouvernement Francais se proposerait 
4 .1ger du Bey sont des nouvelles absolument fantaisistes, répandues par ha feuilles 
“angéres manifestement hostiles 4 la France. | 

, Sur la nature de ces conditions, M. Barthélemy St. Hilaire a donné quelques indica- 
nm JS générales 4 la Commission. Il a notamment déclaré d'une maniére formelle que le 
p_UVernement Francais ne poursuivait aucune conquéte. Dans ses entretiens avec les 
Drésentants des Puissances, M. Barthélemy St. Hilaire avait déja eu occasion de faire 
“te déclaration, qui est en outre consignée dans diverses dépéches signées de lui. 

A Mais, si le Gouvernement ne poursuit aucun projet de conquéte, il a le dessein bien * 
4 l€ de faire respecter les intéréts Francais, qui sont prépondérants en Tunisie. M. Bar- 
yp emy St. Hilaire a indiqué & la Commission que le Gouvernement voulait obtenir du 
|.) un Traité donnant a notre pays toutes les garanties qu’il est en droit de réclamer et de 
~sséder, Il] ne s’agit en rien de léser les intéréts que d’autres Puissances Européennes 
*“vent avoir dans la Régence. 

,.. Ces intéréts, la France les connait et les respecte, et on peut ajouter méme qu’ils 
4) Ut désormais bien mieux protégés lorsque la France aura établi un nouvel ordre de 
ages & Tunis. Mais on ne saurait méconnaitre, ainsi que l’a rappelé le Ministre des 
+, wites Etrangéres, que la France a dans la Régence une situation prépondérante ; ses 
g- CNaux sont créanciers de la Tunisie pour les quatre cinquiémes de la dette, 4 savoir, 
». Millions sur 125. Des capitaux Francais considérables ont été engagés dans des entre- 
+, °S industrielles, agricoles, et commerciales. C’est tout cet ensemble d’intéréts si impor- 
ez. que le Gouvernement a le devoir de protéger en imposant au Bey des conditions 
~"leuses, 

,. M. Barthélemy St. Hilaire a fait connaitre que toutes les mesures avaient été prises 
hus le but atteindre le plus promptement possible ce résultat, dés que les opérations 
ytaires contre les Kroumirs seraient terminées, c’est-d-dire, dans un avenir trés 
ee vCh ain. 

,. Les réclamations de la France seront appuyées par l’imposant déploiement de forces 
© le Gouvernement a fait sur la frontiére et qui se compléte a l’autre extrémité de la 
sete par l’occupation de Bizerte. 

y.: “- Barthélemy St. Hilaire a ajouté qu’il n’y avait pas 14 seulement un intérét Francais 
Poa’ e’était la cause de la civilisation générale que nous servions en agissant comme on 


}, Incidemment, M. Barthélemy St. Hilaire a traité la question du Consul Italien, 
« °Clo, et de la propagande faite par la feuille Italo-Arabe connue sous Je nom de 
p_ostakel.” A ce propos, le Ministre a annoncé qu'il venait de recevoir communication 
3 _2€ note par laquelle le Gouvernement Italien prétend que toutes les assertions relatives 
, Je intervention quelconque de sa part ou de celle de ses agents dans la propagande 
= -Francaise i Tunis sont inexactes. 

Be eghaae comme dernier détail, que le Ministre des Affaires Etrangéres a annoncé 
oy rentrée des Chambres la distribution d’un Livre Jaune spécial renfermant les 
p,°°s diplomatiques relatives 4 la question Tunisienne. De la sorte, les Membres du 


; 


aff ‘ment pourront juger en pleine connaissance de cause toutes les péripéties de cette 


io 
x. No. 195. 


a Assim Pasha to Musurus en ea gags). to Earl Granville by Musurus Pasha, 
(p, ay 9. 

-Megraphique.) Constantinople, le 6 Mai, 1881. 
Py. E vous transmets ci-aprés, pour votre information, le télégramme que Son Altesse le 

Ss ha de Tunis a adressé hier aux Puissances Signataires du Traité de Berlin, et qu’il 

I fine de communiquer & son Altesse le Premier Ministre. Vous pourrez au besoin en 
“tel usage que vous croirez opportun. Voici cette dépéche :— 


Lent “ Le Pacha de Tunis @ son Altesse le Premier Ministre, Constantinople. 


| | ies par le besoin et par la gravité de la situation, j’ai adressé aux Puissances 
ap s du Traité de Berlin le nouvel appel suivant, espérant que la Sublime Porte 
Ri Prouvera cette démarche de ma part : 
_ Son Excellence M. le Ministre de 
Votre Je confirme 4 votre Excellence mon télégramme en date du 26 Avril, informant 
oo de l’invasion de la Régence par les troupes de la République Francaise, 
2F 
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accomplie dans des circonstances contraires aux droits des gens, et contre laquelle)” 
solennellement protesté en mon nom et en celui de Sa Majesté Impériale le Sultan. “© 
Gouvernement de la République avait déclaré, aussi bien aux Cabinets Européens qU* 
moi-méme, que ses intentions se limitaient exclusivement au chatiment des Kroumirs po™ 
prétendus méfaits qu’ils auraient commis sur le frontiére Algérienne, chatiment du res¥” 
auquel nous n’avons jamais consenti. Malgré nos protestations et malgré les déclaratio™ 
explicites du Gouvernement de la République, les troupes Frangaises ont occupé notre VY 
de Kef; une colonne Francaise marche maintenant sur Béja; les forts de Tabarque oF 
été détruits et leur place occupée; d’autres tribus étrangéres aux Kroumirs ont & 
attaquées ; une garnison Frangaise occupe actuellement le port de Bizerta, sur la fortere™" 
de laquelle un drapeau Frangais flotte aujourd’hui. Je ne sais pas quelles autres mesuf™ 
sont décidées au sujet des autres localités de la Régence. Je prends de nouveau & tenor 
le Représentant de Sa Majesté, pour certifier les efforts déployés par moi pour donn®, 
toutes les satisfactions possibles au Gouvernement Frangais au sujet des Kroumirs 4", 
s’étaient entigrement soumis A notre autorité, et de la tranquillité publique que. Bae 
maintenue jusqu’a ce jour sur tous les points du territoire. Il m’est impossible de prev” 
les désastres qui vont fondre sur la Régence si V'invasion continue. Par suite de 
circonstances, je place mon propre sort ainsi que les destinées de la Régence entre 
mains de votre Excellence et celles de Sa Majesté Impériale le Sultan, implorant, au 1 
de ’humanité et en qualité d’ancien allié de votre Gouvernement avec lequel j’ai toujou® 
conservé des relations non-interrompues, l'aide de votre Excellence pour qu’elle adop® 
telle mesure de médiation urgente qui puisse arréter les horreurs de la guerre qui dévaste 
en ce moment la Régence, et arrive 4 une décision commune des Gouvernements Saat 
assurer Payenir de ce pays et régler les réclamations que le Gouvernement dé ” 


République aurait 4 formuler contre mon Gouvernement. 5, 
| (Signé) ** MoHAMMED-ES-SADEK: 


i 
a 


No. 196. . of 

Assim Pasha to Musurus ee to Earl Granville by Musurus Pa 
May 9. h 

élégraphique. ) | 5 t | 
Confidentielle.) 7 Constantinople, le 6 Mai, 1881+. 


DANS un nouvel entretien que notre Ambassadeur A St. Pétersbourg vient d’a¥y 
avec M. de Giers, ce dernier, tout en revenant sur l’impossibilité pour la Russie de preé Me 
Yinitiative dans la question Tunisienne, a ajouté que “c’était a |’Angleterre et d Vita" 
& faire, comme Puissances plus interéssées, la premitre démarche, a laquelle la Due 
s’associerait. a 

En vous transmettant ces informations, que j’ai également communiquées a now 
Ambassadeur A Rome, je ne saurais assez engager votre Excellence a insister aupres © 
Gouvernement de Sa Majesté Britannique pour lui faire prendre linitiative dans” J} 
question, qui prend des proportions de plus en plus graves. a 


im 


No. 197. 
Assim Pasha to Musurus Pasha.—(Communicated to Earl Granville by Musurus Pash 


May 9.) ca 
(Télégraphique.) | Constantinople, le 7 Mai, 1881: , | 
JE vous transmets ci-aprées trois télégrammes, datés d’hier, que le Pacha de Tups 
adressés successivement & son Altesse le Premier Ministre :— ae 4 
“ Le Pacha de Tunis & son Altesse le Premier Ministre, Constantinople. 4 | 


« Japprends en ce moment que l’escadre Frangaise a occupé Bizerte et sa forter™” 5 | 
Il n'y a plus & mettre en doute l'intention de la France de s'emparer de la Régence. No 
n’avons plus l’espoir qu’en Dieu et dans Yaide de la Sublime Porte. Il y a péril dans 
demeure, si votre Altesse ne prend pas, au recu de ce télégramme, Jes mesures les plus F | 
santes pour arréter de suite le mal. ree | 
(Signe) “ MoHAMMED-Es-SADE® | 
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* Le Pacha de Tunis & son Altesse le Premier Ministre, Constantinople. 


tn my .L#8 Francais continuent 4 s’avancer. Aprés l’occupation de Kef ils ont pénétré dans 
yo “a e de Jandouba, menagant Béja. On dit qu’ils viendront 4 Tunis méme, et ona 

mae ctoire que cela doit étre vrai. Ils s’entendent dans les tribus de louest et du 
‘a. 2, Us ont invité quelques-unes de ces tribus & se joindre 4 eux en les menagant en cas 
dé) USs en définitif, ils agissent en véritable conquérants. Je suis trés inquiet et le 
f... &St grand pour les habitants de Tunis, car je ne sais ce qui pourra se produire si les 

i entrent 4 Tunis en ce moment. Je recois télégramme du Gouverneur de Bizerte 


aye, LOngant la présence dans ce port de trois cuirassés Francais et d’un aviso. J’attends 
“tye txiété Parrivée des navires Turcs, et je prie votre Altesse de m’annoncer leur départ 
— “"0t qu’il aura lieu. 
- (Signé) “ MOHAMMED-ES-SaDEK.”’ 


r 
| 
A * Le Pacha de Tunis @ son Altesse le Premier Ministre, Constantinople. 


the. “ Javais adressé 4 votre Altesse plusieurs télégrammes, le dernier desquels annongant 
dep: troupes Frangaises, aprés avoir pris possession de Kef, s’étaient également emparées 
hh Zette et y avaient arboré le drapeau Frangais; le port est tout a fait en dehors de 
‘he 808 des Kroumirs, tandis qu’il n’est qu’ une cinquantaine de milles de Tunis. Les 
1 Cone ments militaires Frangais font toujours du progrés, et le nombre de leurs navires 
Ry ue a s’accroitre. Ces mouvements indiquent leur intention de s’emparer de la 
dye uce et de ses places, l’une a la suite de l’autre. Le temps devient précieux ; ilya 
tyr, Ungence de procéder a des mesures de la part de la Sublime Porte d’une promptitude 
i. | ire avant qu’il ne soit plus temps. Je prie votre Altesse de vouloir bien | 


iy, Wormer sans aucun retard des dispositions [?] qu’un Envoyé va arriver de France pour 
ugiger A souscrire A toutes conditions qui me seront dictées, si non la Régence sera 
~“titivement perdue. 


if 
4 
4 


(Signé) “* MOHAMMED-ES-SADEK.” 


h. La rapidité avec laquelle les troupes Francaises envahissent le territoire Tunisien et 
WStvité de la situation qui provoque avec raison les appels pressants faits par Son Altesse 
‘ty, "med Sadek Pacha a la Sublime Porte n’échapperont certainement pas a votre 
on. P 7 

tp Veuillez en saisir sans retard son Excellence M. le Ministre des Affaires Etrangéres, 
“Ngager instamment a exercer sa médiation dans le sens des propositions que vous avez 
| deja chargé de lui communiquer par mes derniers télégrammes. 


ne 


No. 198. 


| Absin Pasha to Musurus Pasha.—(Communicated to Earl Granville by Musurus Pasha, 
| | May 9. 


erg ay 
1. Daphiaue ) Constantinople, le 8 Mai, 188). 
| ANS une lettre adressée 4 Son Altesse le Pacha de Tunis par le Consul-Général de 
a *e, nous remarquons le passage suivant, qui mérite de fixer toute notre attention -— 
Nous méme que l’armée qui, du cdté de |’Algérie, a pénétré dans les montagnes des 
| * rep se dirige sur les tribus hostiles, de méme l’armée qui a débouché du cote de Kef 
} "tye e een de la province sur le pays des Kroumirs en vue de prendre Vennemi 
Ux feux.” 
© Vous prie de faire de ce passage l’'usage que vous jugerez convenable. 


No. 199. 


Assim Pasha to Musurus Pasha.—(Communicated to Earl Granville by Musurus Pasha, 
(elec May 9.) 
Soepiaue:) Constantinople, le 8 Mai, 1881. 
‘Uv en Altesse le Pacha de Tunis vient d’adresser A son Altesse le Premier Ministre un 
4 télégramme, dont voici le texte :— 
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iMerests of British subjects, the arrangements which France proposed to make for the 


Oe “er administration of the Regency must be eminently advantageous to their interests. 
|. stance, it was by no means improbable that France might guarantee the punctual 


*Ymnent of the charges on the Tunisian Loan, a part of which was in English hands. It 


é 
x 
Sh 
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"se hot the intention of the French Government to undertake the administration of the 
,_ ole of the Tunisian finances, but they might probably provide for the good adminis- 
;70n of some of the branches of the revenue, of those branches, for instance, which 
42d been nee conceded to the International Commission as securities for the loan. 
, Teover, British subjects and other foreigners would benefit by public works, which no 
“il bt would be undertaken under French auspices ; as, for instance, by the erection and 
‘a. Htenance of lighthouses along the coast, and by a very great work which was in 
yy templation, the clearing out the lake betweent he city of Tunis and the Goletta, as that 
~S® Vessels might approach the place. ‘ : : 

4. .A8 regarded the pretensions of the Porte to consider Tunis as a portion of the Sultan’s 
pJtinions, M. Barthélemy St. Hilaire said that he had we discussed the question in a 
yreular to the French Representatives abroad, which would appear in a Yellow Book 


: 


‘ch he should present to the Chambers on their reassembling. 


7 His Excellency maintained that there was no ground for these pretensions. He said 
yt they never had been and never would be recognized by France. The French Govern- 
4, Ut would not have the Porte as a neighbour to Algeria. They would not consent to 
4,J& at Constantinople the numerous questions which must continually arise with a 
},atry on the Algerian frontier ; while it would be far from advantageous to the Porte to 
, @sponsible to France for what happened in the Regency. There had been rumours of 
ites zn on the part of the Porte to send a naval or military force to Tunis. A report had 
‘o.° teached M. Barthélemy St. Hilaire that a scheme: had been under consideration at 
4 4stantinople for sending a force of 25,000 men to Tripoli, whence they might proceed to 
}. Lunisian territory, station themselves to the south of the French troops, and excite 
}, ule movements among the Arabs which might even extend to Algeria. To this last report 
oy Barthélemy St. Hilaire could not attach much credence, but at all events he had taken 
dg * Not to leave the Porte in any doubt as to the light in which any interference on its 
f'n the affairs of Tunis at the present juncture would be regarded by the French 
_Yernment. 

On the 7th instant the French Ambassador at Constantinople had, by his order, 
4 Nally notified to the Porte that as the French Government were at war, not indeed with 
m® Bey of Tunis, but with a portion of the population of the Regency, any dispatch of 
oy kish forces to Tunis would cause very serious embarrassment to the French, and would 
4.¢¢garded by them as a cause of conflict.. M. Barthélemy St. Hilaire said that the 
We lical phrase casus belli had been advisedly avoided in the notification, but that the 
ae used conveyed the same meaning. He added that, at the same time, a specific 
tng had been given to the Porte that the French Admiral had received orders to 
Rorent, by force, if necessary, any Turkish fleet from going to Tunis. M. Barthélemy 
_ *tlaire had not yet received any answer from the Porte. | 

ft, e French force trom Bizerta would, his Excellency said, be soon at a short distance 
és ¢ 2 the city of Tunis, and in a position to advance in that direction, or in the direction 


4, the Kroumirs, as circumstances might require. The French Government did not desire 


ee | 
te eeUPy the city itself; they presumed that the Bey would come to his senses, and be 
{,Y to negotiate with them. In that case a Plenipotentiary would be named to conduct 
‘yy, “€gotiation, who would probably be one of the Generals of the French expedition. 
a Bey had, at all events for the last eighteen months, pertinaciously acted in a hostile 
qt to the French. He had been incited to this by his Prime Minister, and it was under 
{fluence of his Prime Minister that he seemed to be now pushing matters to 
y, /&mity. The Prime Minister was actuated by pride, by religious fanaticism, and also, 
P B. St. Hilaire believed, by an ardent desire to get hold of the Enfida estate. The 
| th, °2 negotiators would, however, his Excellency went on to Say, be instructed to use 
Wag 2st friendly language to the Bey. They would point out to him that his real danger 
; hin, from the Porte, which undoubtedly designed to depose him, and they would assure 
‘Offey that France was ready to guarantee his throne and his dynasty. They would even 
i. him, as a result of the financial reforms they would recommend, an increased and 
Coot punctually-paid Civil List. On the other hand they would, of course, demand 
1} pee. Cal securities against any renewal of the serious grievances which had led to the 
5} “Ut state of things. 
. Lastly, M. B. St. Hilaire, reverting to your Lordship’s despatch, said that he did not 
"Trae the present moment he could suggest any way in which the pers ine of 
$25 i 2 
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7. et the War Office to-day that fear exists lest the Kroumirs should not give the 
Son ws @hy opportunity of coming to a general engagement, in which case, the opinion 
14 to be, the French must be content with such “ chastisement” as the burning a 
oh: Uts and driving off some cattle can afford, and must at once turn to the political 
+. Of their expedition, for which some 25,000 troops are available in the Regency of 


| I ascertained to-day that the Russian Military Attaché here had applied for and been 
= €d permission to accompany the expedition to Tunis. 
g I have, &c. 


No. 214. 


oy tim Pasha to Musurus Pasha.—(Communicated to Earl Granville by Musurus Pasha, 
a May 11.) 


“égraphique.) Constantinople, le 9 Mai, 1881. 
ey. PROPOS des affaires Tunisiennes, une correspondance vient d’étre échangée entre 
luc tre des Affaires Etrangéres de France et votre collégue de Paris. Voici la repro- 
_ °0 textuelle des documents qui forment cette correspondance :— 


mt 


e “M. B. St. Hilaire &@ Essad Pacha. 

st Ambassadeur, “ Le 3 Mai, 1881. 
fue, OUS avez bien voulu m’entretenir derniérement des préoccupations particuliéres 
Jone assent causer 4 la Porte Ottomane les questions débattues en ce moment entre le 
i, .°Mement de la République et le Bey de Tunis. Votre Gouvernement, m’avez-vous 
ve, ut prét a faciliter un réglement de ces questions au moyen d’une entente amiable 
oy re France, et a désiré connaitre V’accueil que nous serions disposés 2 faire A cette 


yp - J ‘ai déja eu ’honneur d’appeler votre attention dans ma lettre du 12 Avril dernier 
,,. “lvergence d’appréciation qui, 4 mon vif regret, se produit entre la Sublime Porte 
i, ian dés qu’il s’agit de caractériser les rapports de la Tunisie avec I’Empire Ottoman. 
hig. C€cliner, en conséquence, une discussion inutile sur des points qui appartiennent 4 
Yoye 2 Ct qui, en tout cas, n’ont pas conservé une valeur réellement pratique aujourd’hui. 
ty ¢ "avons aucunement le désir de faire remonter 4 la Sublime Porte la responsabilité 
den. (ui nous ont donné de justes sujets de plaintes en Tunisie, et nous n’avons pas la 
_ ¢ de Pimpliquer dans les difficultés qui peuvent survenir a cette occasion. 

‘tyjy.. “© Suis persuadé que nous donnons ainsi a la ct ay une preuve nouvelle de notre 
te | © Véritable, et je ne pourrais que déplorer trés sincérement que votre Gouvernement 
¥,,,.E renne sur les mobiles qui nous dirigent, lorsque nous ne croyons pas possible 

~“tulir les bons offices qu’il nous offre.” 


44 
: —— 


Saad “ Essad Pacha a M. B. St. Hilaire. 
t 


«7p. 
t ike recu et communiqué 4 mon Gouvernement la note que votre Excellence m’a 
ep Oneur de m’adresser 4 la date du 3 de ce mois. 


Nége Sublime Porte regrette vivement de voir que le Gouvernement Frangais semble 


L A 
Ta! 
a! | 
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liye, Cans Vaccueil a faire & notre démarche toute de conciliation, par suite d’une 
|, = lce d’appréciation quant aux liens qui unissent la Tunisie au reste de l’Empire. 
Yen Je crois devoir, d’ordre de mon Gouvernement, signaler encore une fois 4 l’attention 
Prat. te de votre Excellence un droit qui réunit 4 sa valeur historique la force d’une 
 4-€ de souveraineté non-interrompue A travers les siécles. 

fy gen effet, depuis la conquéte de la Tunisie, obtenue au prix de deux grandes 
“taj, Ons militaires et maritimes Ottomanes, le régime administratif de cette province, 
ies Vorigine par la Sublime Porte, continue A y rester en vigueur. 

Powe Ps avoir désigné un des officiers généraux envoyés 4 Tunisie au poste de 
arte Adm;..°U'-Général, la Sublime Porte avait pris pour régle de choisir les Chefs de 


‘ 


tion Tunisienne parmi les descendants du premier Vali nommé par elle. C'est 
ui a été invariablement suivi jusqu’d nos jours. 

vers Valis qui se sont succédés, nommés tous par Firman Impérial, ont rempli, 
que la population Tunisienne, leurs devoirs de sujétion envers la Sublime Porte a 


bY Stele 
“ie 


“a 
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onsul avait pour mission de protéger le commerce et Ja navigation, sous pavillon 
Gals, des sujets de ces Gouvernements dans les ports principaux de la Tunisie, et le 
_ Jan défendait l’immixtion des Consuls Anglais, Hollandais, et autres, dans l’exercice des 
“ons de l’Agent Frangais. | 
» Sened,” Convention passée entre la Sublime Porte et VAutriche en date du 
“Mazan de l’an 1197 de ’Hégire et confirmé par \le Traité de Sistow du 3 Rébi-ul- 
“it, 1205, enjoignant aux autorités (“ Odjaks”) d’Alger, de Tunis, et de Tripoli, de 
» ‘Patie, ordre de protéger, au nom du Sultan, les navires de commerce du Saint Empire 
ja. De méme dans l’Acte qui précéda ce “ Sened”’ et fut conclu le 15 Chevval de l’an 
~ 4légire 1161, d’ordre du Sultan, entre les dits “‘ Odjaks” et "Empire précité, le Gouver- 
a 2énéral d’alors de Tunis ayant rang de Beylerbey et portant le nom d’Ali Pacha, 
One clairement dans le Préambule, signé en toutes lettres par lui, les mots suivants : 
tre auguste Souverain le Sultan Mahmoud le Victorieux.” 
_ Quant aux faits contemporains, je citerai, par exemple, V’ordre adressé par la Sublime 
“te le 15 Rébi-ul-Evvel, 1245, année 1827 de l’ére Chrétienne, aux autorités d’Alger, de 
Poli, de Barbarie, et de Tunis, de ne point se méler dans le différend surgi entre l’Empire 
“Utriche et celui du Maroc; l’ordre également transmis de Constantinople aul Vali de 
+S; le 14 Sefer, 1247, année 1830 de Jésus-Christ, pour la nouvelle organisation de la 
‘Ce réguliére de la province conformément au systéme adopté a cette époque pour 
“lhée régulitre Ottomane ; et, enfin, l’'acte de soumission du Pacha de Tunis présenté 
"000 A Sa Majesté Impériale le Sultan qui l’avait nommé Gouverneur-Général, acte 
© & cette époque dans les journaux Kuropéens sans soulever d’objection d’aucune 
.". Aussi bien qu’en 1863, 4 loccasion de l’Emprunt Tunisien contracte 4 Paris sans 
y Oisation de la Sublime Porte, M. Drouyn de L’Huys, Ministre des Affaires 
-'geres de l’Empereur Napoléon III, avait, sur les observations | du Gouvernement 
“Man, suggéré Vidée de provoquer de la part du Pacha de Tunis ou du banquier 
\.!Onnaire une demande d’autorisation & adresser 4 la Sublime Porte pour “ légitimer,” 
“til, Popération, et pour que les droits revendiqués par la Porte Ottomane soient 
by Sardés, Le Ministre Francais fit méme faire des ouvertures dans ce sens auprés du 
Ter en question. E : 
lg. Nous mettons avec la plus entiére confiance les considérations qui précédent dans la 
“Nee de la justice et de l’équité des Puissances Signataires du Traité de Berlin. 
 oucieux A plus d’un titre des obligations internationales qui découlent pour tous de 
mr -® Solennel, elles voudront bien, nous en sommes persuadés, exercer leur médiation 
m. ‘tiale dans le sens de la proposition que nous leur avons déja soumise en vue de 
*8arder les droits de la Sublime Porte garantis par le méme ‘Traité et d’amener la 
i), “tion des intéréts réciproques des deux grands Etats dans la malencontreuse question 
~~ Province Tunisienne, qui fait partie intégrante de l’Empire. 
ley © Prie votre Excellence de vous énoncer, conformément a la présente dépéche, auprés 
Sing le Ministre des Affaires Etrangéres, en lui donnant tous les renseignements que vous 
<2 utiles. 
+ Vous &tes en méme temps autorisé 4 en remettre une copie 4 son Excellence si elle en 


oilleste le désir. 


No. 227. 


(x, 43,) Mr. Reade to Earl Granville-—(Received May 12.) 
aes ). Tunis, May 11, 1881, 7°35 p.m. 
oy ENCE French troops have marched towards Tunis and are concentrated at Jedeida, 
tis,’ Of emissaries from M. Roustan have been redoubled. These people, more or less 
’s, o''ded and possessing no credit [sic], demand, among other things,, Treaty of Alliance 
‘it, "8 to France exclusive right of representing Tunis with all foreign Powers. This 
ment would destroy the Sultan’s right of suzerainty over Tunis. 
Wit, “tingent orders had arrived this day from Constantinople enjoining Bey not to treat 
X M. Roustan, and informing him the Porte was negotiating directly with the Great 
Arity* . The Porte [? tells] Bey to communicate all steps taken or contemplated to the 
‘| ing Government. The Bey has consequently rejected all French proposals thus 
"ly made. : 
a 


% 


| 
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esi ts, and this, as I have explained in another despatch, is the object of the presence 
‘f Her Majesty’s ship “ Mannich ¥ : 


_ fam, &e. 
(Signed) GRANVILLE. 
, . es " —— 


No, 232. 


Mr. Reade to Earl Granville —(Received May 13.) 


Wied 

Lord, Tunis, May 5, 1881. 
p;,. WITH reference to my despatch No. 60 of the Ist instant, reporting the seizure of 
| by a French military force, [ have the honour to transmit to your Lordship 
_tewith a copy of a letter which His Highness the Bey has addressed to M. Roustan, 
Motesting against the occupation of that town (Keff ) and other places in this Regency, 
.4 violation of his own and the Sultan’s Treaty rights, and an infringement of all the 
Ciples of the law of nations. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) THOS. F. READE. 


Tnclosure in No. 232. 


(Traq The Bey of Tunis to M. Roustan. 
uction. 


sks PAR ore lettre du 26 Joumada el Oula 1298, nous avions protesté contre l’entrée 
dy troupes Frangaises sur le territoire de la Régence, du cdté des Kroumirs et notamment 
ap du Kef, contrairement & notre volonté. Depuis, les troupes Frangaises ont 
a Upé le Kef, qui est une des forteresses de notre Régence. Cette occupation s'étant 
racctuée en violation de tous les principes du droit des gens, il est de notre devoir de 
“l€rer, pour ce fait, nos protestations les plus formelles contre votre Gouvernement. 
2 Fran d autre part le Gouverneur de Bizerte nous a informé qu’hier des navires de guerre 
& vas se sont présentés devant Bizerte, et ont demandé d’occuper la ville et les forts, 
¢. Menacant de s’en emparer par la force. Comme nous sommes en état de paix avec le 
enya rnement de la République, nous avions prescrit & qui de droit d’éviter tout conflit 
| Gon nos soldats et ceux de !’armée Frangaise. Par suite de ces instructions le 
nVerneur de Bizerte n’a pas pu repousser par la force cet acte, et les soldats 
Gais ont occupé Bizerte et arboré le drapeau Frangais sur les forts. 
dem tte occupation, pendant que nous’ sommes en état de paix avec votre Gouver- 
Pay ent, est un fait insolite et contraire 4 toutes les régles de droit et A tous les principes. 
Conséquent, nous protestons de la maniére la plus solennelle contre cette occupation, 
§ :1© présente protestation doit étre considérée comme faisant suite aux précédentes, et 
_ ~d®ignant a elles pour tous les fins que de droit. 
Sorte Ous ne pouvons pourtant ne pas exprimer notre regret de nous voir traités de la 
ay per un Gouvernement ami que nous avons toujuurs traité avec tous les égards et 
~€ lequel nous nous sommes toujours efforcés de conserver les meilleurs rapports. 
Ecrit le 3 Joumada Ettani, 1298 (2 Mai, 1881). 


Sn eee mie 
No. 233. 
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fie 450 Lord Lyons to Earl Granville.—(Received May 13.) 
Lora.) | Paris, May 12, 1881. 
the I HAVE sent to your Lordship by post a copy of a French Yellow Book respecting 
affairs of Tunis which has just appeared. : 
M The book begins with the accompanying Circular, dated the 9th instant, from the 
chant for Foreign Affairs to the French Representatives abroad relative to the general 
pedi of the policy of France in Tunis, and to the causes and objects of the present 
~ PSdition to that country. 
lenge °° question of the claims of the Sultan to sovereignty over the Regency is treated at ° 
“RN in this Circular. 
The rest of the Yellow Book is divided into three parts. 
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The first contains documents illustrating the state of things on the frontier of Tu! 
and Algeria from 1870 to 1881. . 
The documents in the second relate to the difficulties between the French 
Tunisian Governments concerning French enterprises and the protection of French citi2 
in the Regency during the years 1880 and 1881. nk 
‘In this part appear five despatches respecting the question of the Enfida est 
(Nos. 169, 170, 183, 185, and 193, pp. 232, 240, 259, 263, and 272). d 
The third and last part contains papers, chiefly Reports from the Naval @ 
Military Commanders respecting the expedition. d 
In the course of the somewhat hasty inspection of the book, which is all I have ¥ 
had time for, I have not perceived any mention of communications between the Fré " 
and other European Governments respecting the present state of things as regards se 
Indeed, although the volume bears the usual title of “ Documents Diplomatiques, 
think it hardly contains any diplomatie document, properly so called, except the Circt! 
at the beginning. - 


I have, &e. id 
Inclosure in No. 233. 
Circular addressed to French Representatives abroad. | 
Monsieur, Paris, le 9 Mai, 1881+ 


J’AI Vhonneur de vous adresser le recueil des documents sur Tunis, et je vé ‘ 
préciser le sens général, en m’entretenant avec vous des causes de Vexpédition actuel® ~ 
des résultats que nous en attendons. Plusieurs fois déja, le Gouvernement de la hep 
blique a fait connaitre ses motifs et ses intentions ; et vous vous souvenez particuliérem™ 
des déclarations qu’a faites, du haut de la tribune nationale, M. le Président du Con* 
Elles ne peuvent tea le moindre doute par leur netteté et par leur franchise. M® 
néanmoins, je désire vous soumettre quelques considérations, dont vous pourrez pei! 
servir _utilement, dans vos relations avec le Gouvernement auprés duquel vous ™ 


La politique de la France dans la question de Tunis n’a jamais été inspirée que F 

un seul principe ; et ce principe, qui suffit A expliquer toute notre conduite depuis 4 
demi-siécle envers la Régence, c’est V’obligation absolue oX nous sommes d’assuret ’ 
sécurité de notre grande Colonie Algérienne. Depuis 1830, il n’est pas un des Gouvel™ 
ments divers qui se sont succédé en France qui ait négligé ce soin essentiel; et le dev 
sen impose a nous avec une évidence tellement irrésistible que personne, en Europ® ” 
conteste notre droit de prendre toutes les mesures que nous pouvons juger nécess a 
as sauvegarder notre possession Africaine contre un voisinage turbulent ou host 
epuis la bataille de l’Isly, en 1844, nous sommes tranquilles du cédté de l’Quest et y 
Maroc, oii notre frontiére est protégée par le désert ; nous n’avons a y réprimer que 4™ 
ques désordres passagers. Mais a l'Est, du cOté de Tunis, le désordre est permanenh 5 
voila dix ans qu’il persiste malgre nos efforts; il augmente méme chaque année, depu?— 
révolte des spahis de Soukarrhas, en 1871, qui, aprés avoir massacré leurs officiers 99%) 
les ordres de Kablouti, cherchaient un refuge sur le territoire Tunisien, jusqu’au pillage | 
“Auvergne,” en 1878, et jusqu’d la récente agression des Khoumirs et le pillage 
“Santoni,” qui est d’hier. Nous avons poussée la patience 4 un point qui a parfois éto?! “ 
le monde. Nous ne le regrettons pas ; mais, aprés tant de dommages soufferts et he 
tant de longanimité, nous avons di nous résoudre a en finir en pacifiant notre front, 
d’une maniére durable et en réglant les choses avec le Bey de Tunis de facon a ce que ~ 
péril ne recommence plus sous aucune forme. tb 
Quand on parcourt les documents que je vous communique, on est surpris de * 
fréquence des méfaits dont nous avons eu A nous plaindre, et de impuissance irrémée@!® 
de l’Etat sur le territoire duquel ils se passent et qui est incapable de les prévenir. ge 
confins de la Tunisie et de l’Algérie, il y a toute une zone de tribus insoumises et oe 
queuses, qui sont perpétuellement en guerre et en razzias les unes contre les autres, et oy 
entretiennent dans ces contrées naturellement tras difficiles un foyer d’incursions, 
brigandages, et de meurtres. Le plus ordinairement, ce sont les tribus de notre do Ta 
_tion qui en sont les victimes, parce que, grace au régime plus doux dont nous Jeur a" ot 
apporté le bienfait, elles sont devenues plus sédentaires et plus paisibles, en se civilis wo 
peu a peu. Mais les tribus Tunisiennes sont plus barbares et plus aguerries; et ©! ib 
celles-la, on distingue surtout les Ouchétas, les Freichichs et les Khoumirs. On ne bi 
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No. 240. 


(No 47) Lord Lyons to Earl Granville.—(Received May 18, 2-10 P.M.) 

Tn). . : 

~~ graphic.) Paris, May 13, 1881, 11:45 a.m. 
and. WENCH Minister for Foreign Affairs has just told me that a Treaty between Bey 
~~“ the French Republic was signed yesterday evening at 8 o'clock at Tunis. : 

_ He promises to send me the text in the course of the day. 

p. t contains Articles placing the existing Treaties between Tunis and the European 
m ets under the guarantee of ce, charging French Agents abroad with protection of 
>» Jan interests, and forbidding the Bey to make Treaties with foreign Powers without 
““lously communicating them to the French Government. 


7h 


- * 


No. 241. 


Be as, Lord Lyons to Earl Granville —(Received May 13, 3°50 p.m.) 

* “legraphic.) Paris, May 18, 1881, 2°20 p.m. 
_ MY telegram No. 47 of to-day. 

_ The following is a summary of the remaining stipulations in Treaty :— 

te.tench military authorities to occupy such points as they deem necessary to 
_““Stablish security on the frontiers and the coast. 

the, .U€ occupation to cease when the French and Tunisian military authorities agree 
““\ the Local Administration is able to maintain order. 

p, france to support the Bey against any danger to his person, dynasty, or the 
—“quillity of his States. | 

te... French Minister Resident to see to the execution of the Treaty, and conduct the 
“ons between French Government and the Tunisian authorities. | 

,,. +e two Governments to settle by common accord a financial organization which will 
"te the service of the debt and the interests of creditors of Tunis. 

Sona -y to prohibit impcrtation of arms or munitions of war by Djerbu, Gabes, or other 
Hern ports of Tunis. 

tee 4 ges of war, for which the Bey will be responsible, to be levied on the 
~*Ctory tribes. 

I shall send a full copy by the messenger this evening. 


| No. 242, 
ing, 29») 
_~*graphic.) Paris, May 18, 1881, 2°30 p.m. 
» My telegrams Nos. 47 and 48 of to-day. 

the, French Minister for Foreign Affairs particularly requests that it may not transpire 
ty the am in possession of a copy of the Treaty, because he cannot yet communicate one 
A 


Lord Lyons to Earl Granville—(Received May 13, 3°30 p.m.) 


Chambers. 


No. 243. 
Earl Granville to Lord Lyons. 


Ay &8 of a very important character, but as the French Minister for Foreign Affairs stated 
ep tention of putting his views on these subjects in writing, Her Majesty’s Government 
nyt More convenient and more respectful to the French Government to await the 
nication of these written observations before commencing any further discussion of 


M. Barthélemy St. Hilaire has disclaimed any intention of conquest or annexation on 
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a No. 266. 
A. 
*elegraphic.) Foreign Office, May 17, 1881, 6°37 P.M. 
_ YOUR telegram No. 225 of 14th: Tunis. 

r » oe for your guidance following résumé of instructions sent to Lord Lyons 
~ he 13th :— 

, Her Majesty’s Government await promised written statement of views of French 
Overnment before further discussion, but Lord Lyons is to record in a note to 
atch Government their verbal assurances and views of Her Majesty’s Government 
“ereon, 

.. French assurances were that French Government have no idea of conquest or annexa- 
, 4, and no design of using Bizerta for a naval port, though private French enterprise might 
_teafter improve it for commercial harbour ; that existing Treaty rights of foreign countries 
"id subjects will be respected and preserved. | ; 

» Her Majesty’s Government would be glad to be assured, with reference to mention by 
“tench Minister of Foreign Affairs of possible revision of Treaties and change of parties 
“2 whom binding, that all rights now enjoyed by foreigners will be left intact ; that they 
Mil enjoy same commercial freedom as hitherto; that no attempt will be made to secure 
"elusive or differential privileges for any nationality, and that position of creditors of 
““8ency will not be weakened. 

, Itis the intention of Her Majesty's Government to include in the Tunis papers, 
.” be at once laid before Parliament, despatches with regard to language held on 
Me subject by Lord Salisbury to M. Waddington at Berlin in 1878. 


Earl Granville to Mr. Goschen. 


No. 267. 
ay , Sir A. Paget to Earl Granville.—(Recéived May 18.) 
9. 195. 

y Lod. Rome, May 14, 1881. 

_. WITH reference to my despatch No. 194 of yesterday’s date, [ have the honour to 
orm your Lordship that three interpellations were yesterday announced in the Chamber. 
jie first, by Marchese Rudini (Right)—‘‘ Whether the President of the Council had news of 
«ef Occupation of Tunis by the French troops ;” the second, by Signor Billia (Centre)— 
,, Whether, in view of the facts just come to light, the Government intends to maintain or 
;” Modify the line of policy hitherto followed ;” and the third, by Signor Crispi—‘ On the 
“Mentions of the Government of the King as regards international policy.” 

.. All these questions were intended in a hostile sense to the Cabinet, which, it was 
¢bected, would have been prepared to meet them at once; but the President of the 
¢Uncil declared that, availing himself of the rules of the House, he reserved for twenty- 
#2 hours, that is, untif the sitting of to-day, to say if and when he would reply to 
7 In the meantime, the excitement on this question is by no means diminished by the 
4°s of the signature of the Convention between the Bey and the French Plenipotentiary, 
“© principal terms of which have now become public. | 


: I have, &c. 
. (Signed) A. PAGET. 


No. 268. 
0. 197.) Sir A. Paget to Earl Granville.—(Received May 18.) 
Y Lord, 


“Y Lord, Rome, May 14, 1881. 
x I HAVE the honour to inclose a translation of a paragraph from last night's “ Diritto,” 
ay § 2 Vv 


ay 
€ to communications which have taken place in the last few days between the 
letter Ambassador in Paris and the French Minister for Foreign Affairs, in which the 

den, 2 While renewing his declarations excluding any intention of annexation or permanent 

| ahetPation, expressed the desire for the maintenance of good relations with Italy, and 
| ed himself desirous of removing any misunderstanding which some of the phrases in 
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yi | 


Ph. 153 


uy ‘cette province, partie intégrante de l’Empire Ottoman, droits ¢tablis ab antiquo, exercés 
@-°°, dernier sans interruption jusqu’A ce jour, et reconnus par les Puissances en 


y. Nous n’avons pas manqué non plus, aussi bien avant qu’aprés l’entrée des troupes 
‘p.tcaises dans la Tunisie, de proposer une entente amiable entre la Sublime Porte et le 
 Jvernement de la République en vue de concilier nos droits avec les intéréts de la France 
o- Satisfaire ainsi aux plaintes Francaises formulées par celle-ci contre les incursions de 
‘q, wues tribus Berbéres, incursions que les autorités Tunisiennes s’étaient, dés l’origine 
 Conflit, déclarées prétes 4 réprimer sans plus de délai. 

a De leur cété, le Pacha de Tunis et la population, confiée par Firman Impérial 4 son 
+», Uistration, ont fait appel, comme il était de leur devoir de le faire, 4 la Cour Souveraine 
‘yt lui exposer la situation critique ob ils se trouvaient en présence de la marche en 
‘@, tt des troupes Frangaises dans le pays, et pour lui demander instamment de leur venir 
de en sa qualité de leur maitre légitime. 7 

tmz, YS propositions éminemment conciliantes et les preuves irréfragables que nous avons 
 cntées 4 Vappui de nos droits en question n’ont Pon été entendues; et méme le 
4, Uvernement ye la République Francaise a cru devoir décliner l’existence de tous les liens 
}, Yétion séculaire qui unissent cette province 4 l’Empire Ottoman, en mettant en avant 
, S0i-disant indépendance de ce pays, et oe ainsi, outre 4 toutes nos objections, malgré 
«me les protestations du Gouverneur-Général et de la population, en occupant succes- 
} Ment la plus grande partie du territoire de Tunis et en nous défendant, en dernier 
)°.@une maniére péremptoire et menacante, l’envoi d’un seul de nos batiments sur 
_~ 4leux. 

, Comme complément a cette maniére de procéder que nous ne saurions nous empécher, 
im, re regret, de considérer comme étant absolument contraire 4 toutes les obligations 
yp. Rationales, le Gouvernement de la République vient de présenter aux Chambres 
p, Ueaises le Traité qu’il a conclu le 12 de ce mois avec Son Altesse le Pacha de Tunis, 
), wté auquel celui-ci a di foreément se soumettre en présence de la pression exercée sur 
; atk et du danger imminent qui le menacait. 

| ous devons & nous-mémes et 4 nos devoirs envers le pays de récuser ce document, 
1. toutes Ics clauses renversent l’ordre légitime des choses établi en Tunisie et portent la 
a a atteinte 4 la souveraineté et a l’intégrité de l’Empire, garanties par les Traités. 
}, . “2 conséquence, la Sublime Porte se fait un devoir de protester énergiquement et de 
« waniére la plus solennelle contre la validité de ce Traité, le déclarant conclu dans des 
ditions anormules et attentatoires aux droits du Sultan, et das lors, comme n’ayant a 
\,2°4x et a ceux de Son Altesse le Pacha et de la population Tunisienne, sujette de Sa 
S&sté Impériale, aucune valeur ni force de loi, tant dans son ensemble que dans chacune 
*€s parties. 

4, 9¢ vous invite & communiquer officiellement et sans le moindre retard la présente 
yikche protestative & son Excellence M. le Ministre des Affaires Etrangéres de Sa 
_ d&sté Britannique. 


dn, 


» 


a, 
Ye 
Ny Pe 


; No. 271. 
» My - 

| yy Pasha to Musurus Pasha.—( oe rey se to Earl Granville by Musurus Pasha, 
(m May 18. 

a” graphique.) Constantinople le 15 Mai, 1881. 
4,2E m’empresse de transmettre ci-aprés 4 votre Excellence le télégramme que Son 
_ “Sse le Pacha de Tunis nous a adressé 4 la date d’hier:— _ 

= “ J’ai informé votre Altesse que le Général Commandant la colonne Frangaise qui se 
Mya att, ainsi que je l’ai annoncé a votre Altesse, 4 la Gedeida, s'est approché Jeudi soir de 
-,’CSidence ; il est venu ensuite 4 mon Palais, accompagné d’un corps de cavalerie, et a 
qp,US a ma signature un Traité de Protectorat en me déclarant qu’ 


| il ne quitterait le Palais 
la, °¢ ma réponse, pour laquelle il ne m’a accordé que quatre heures. Me voyant sous 
“Tperession de la force par la présence d’une armée prés de ma residence, j’ai di, pour 
“typ eur et pour €viter une effusion de sang, signer ce Traité, sans examen ni discussion 
_ “he, en lui déclarant que je signe contraint par la force.” 


ih : . . 
“Weg mre vous le voyez, le Pacha déclare catégoriquement qu'il a signé le document en 
_ ~*20n malgre lui et sous l’empire de la pression qu'on exergait sur son Altesse. 

Mg, °° Conformant a la teneur de vos divers télégrammes, la Sublime Porte avait prévenu 
Nig.g nmed Sadik Pacha qu’il ne devait accepter ni signer aucun Traité sans en avoir 
oe 8U aa 4 la Cour Souveraine, et l’avait engagé en méme temps a prévenir de ce 
1725 Pi Tiss . 2R 
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at le Consul-Général d’Angleterre 4 Tunis, et de se concerter méme, au besoin, avec | ge 
gent. : 
Aujourd’hui on force le Gouverneur-Général par des procédés violents 4 appose “- 
signature A un Traité qui renverse de fond en comble l’ordre des choses établi a Tunls; 
Yon viole entiérement Te statu quo A la modification duquel le Cabinet Britannique ®™ 
déclaré ne pouvoir consentir. ee 
En tout cas, un événement aussi grave et inattendu ne saurait, croyons-nous, P®*~ 
maar aux yeux de Sa Majesté Britannique. _ J 
euillez donc bien le signaler 4 l’attention la plus sérieuse de Lord Granville; et” 
dire que, dans notre conviction, sa Seigneurie ne pourrait voir dun cil indifférent U 
maniére d’agir aussi contraire au droit des gens, ainsi qu’aux intéréts généraux, et qf | 
voudra bien enfin user de sa médiation pour amener l’entente que nous avons tant ¢¢” 
proposée. a 
Nous attendons avec la plus vive impatience les mesures que le GouverneM 
Britannique compte prendre pour amener la modification d’un Traité qui, comme Je Vy 
de le dire, méconnait non seulement les principes du droit international, mais encore ©" — 
nature a créer un triste précédent. 4 


an 
4 
* 


iF 


No. 272. 


Earl Granville to Mr. Reade. 

No. 25.) ata 

Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, May 18, 188% — 
YOUR telegram No. 49 of yesterday. th 

Cannot give you instructions without knowing more precisely the object with W"” 
your intervention will be asked. 


No. 273. 
Earl Granville to Mr. Goschen. 4 
(No. 378.) 


Sir, Foreign Office, May 18, 188). | 
THE Turkish Ambassador placed in my hands to-day the letter of which I incl, 
copy,* together with a telegram addressed to him by the Porte, complaining of the F 
ceedings of France with regard to Tunis, and formally protesting against the valid. 
the Treaty concluded on the 12th instant between the French Republic and the ~~ 
of Tunis. nab 
I told Musurus Pasha that I would submit to my colleagues the document he 
communicated to me. : 


Iam, &c. at | 
(Signed) GRANVILLE | 


No. 274. r " 


Earl Granville to Mr. Goschen. e | 
¥ 
Foreign Office, May 18, 189! | 
MUSURUS PASHA communicated to me to-day a telegraphic despatch fro? 9 | 
Porte, dated the 15th instant, of which a copy is inclosed,f giving the text of a t¢ 8 th | 
from the Bey of Tunis relative to the circumstances under which he signed the Treaty det | 
the French General, and requesting the mediation of Her Majesty’s Government 12" | 
to bring about an understanding, as already proposed by the Porte. of the | 
I told the Turkish Ambassador that I would communicate the contents. 40% ‘ 
despatch from the Porte to my colleagues; but I called his Excellency’s attentiO? ey ‘ 
passage of it in which it is stated that Her Majesty's Government had declared that "is | 
could not consent to a modification of the status quo in Tunis. I pointed out 10° 


(No. 379.) 


Sir 


® No. 270. + No. 271. 
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R eller cy that Her Majesty’s Government had only said that they were favourable to its 
ing mance, but that they had never stated that they would not consent to any change 


Iam, &c. 
(Signed) GRANVILLE. 


B, No. 275. 


ie 


Sir A. Paget to Earl Granville.—(Received May 19.) 


= 199.) 

1 Lord, Rome, May 15, 1881. 

kp. I HAVE the honour to inclose herewith an official announcement in last night’s 
“ititto,” together with translation, relative to the recent communications which have 

j, ed between the Italian and French Governments, upon the Circular of the French 

mn Uster for Foreign Affairs of the 9th instant, and the Treaty between France and 


e, 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) A. PAGET. 


Inclosure in No. 275. 


| Extract from the “ Diritto” of May 15, 1881. 
*“0slation. 
__ Tunis. he following, which we publish here to-day, is a simple record, and we 
“Xe no comment on it. 
», Public opinion in Italy has lately ‘been greatly preoccupied about two things—M. de 
»thélemy St. Hilaire’s circular of the 9th May, and the signature of the Treaty between 
 “Nce and the Bey of Tunis. 
,. Being made aware by the King’s Ambassador of the excitement caused in Italy by 
; Ne sentences of the Circular, the French Government wished to remove that im pression 
t, Means of a communication which the Ambassador of the Republic was charged to make 
_ “he Government of the King. 
\ The Marquis de Noailles went to-day to the Consulta, and communicated to 
* Cairoli a despatch from M. Barthélemy St. Hilaire, the substance of which had already 
fy, *anounced by General Cialdini yesterday. ‘ We have never” (so runs the declaration 
@ 2 French Minister for Foreign Affairs) “considered or treated Tunisian affairs except 
m JSively from the point of view of our relations with the local administration, and I 
ii Never have intended, by means of an indirect and discourteous allusion, to create a 
»,.“tence with a friendly Government with which we wish to remain on terms of perfect 
~ Od faith, It has been precisely one of the effects of our efforts to remove all cause for 
| yy t2derstanding between Italy and ourselves. I beg that you will give this assurance to 
De. Cairoli, telling him that we will be careful on our part to give no cause calculated to 
vent the mutual relations between the two Governments, and the two countries from 
} & ting that courteous and cordial character which is to the common interest of 
| Detailed reassurances were given by the French to the Italian Government with 
y, pect to the Treaty even before it was signed. On the 11th, when the Tunis undertaking 
i On the point of being ended, the King’s Ambassador had an interview with the 
} %,Ster for Foreign Affairs of the Republic, which he reported in a telegram of the 
) & é n ay. 
»,. _M.de St. Hilaire,” (so ran the telegram of General Cialdini) ‘‘says that France 
|] q,20Ses the conclusion of a Treaty to the Bey. She will not impose a war indemnity, 
“hing herself to levying a fine from the tribe of the Kroumirs. _ : 
} be The military occupation will cease, and the whole country, including Bizerta, shall 
hy. ’@cuated, as soon as the execution of the Treaty is assured. ‘The French Government 
| -& 20 thought of the annexation of Tunis, or of any part of it, except a few places in the 
y oUmir’s country. The provisional occupation of the Bardo and of Tunis will only take 
|  ©Jn the event of it proving necessary in order to obtain the assent of the Bey.” 
AR Such were, on the 1]th May, the declarations of the French Minister for Foreign 
ee A 


| 
| 


The Treaty was signed the next day, and we do not yet know the text of it. 
telegram of last night, however, has given us the declaration respecting the 
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contents of this Treaty which was made yesterday afternoon in the French Senate by ™ 
President of the Council of the Republic. e.. 

We here reproduce the summary given by the telegram :-— | 

“The Government cannot communicate to the Senate the official text of the T#** 
concluded with the Bey, but it will be shortly submitted for the ratification of the yf 
Chambers. The spirit of the Treaty can, however, be made known. Be 
_ “From the military point of view the Treaty assures to us the right of occupy” 
such positions as the French military authorities may think necessary for the mainten@”™ 
of order and for our safety. aa | 
“The French Government guarantees to the Bey the safety of his person, of his >" 
and of his dynasty. ae: 

“From the European point of view, the French Government assumes the resPY” 
sibility of all Treaties actually existing between the Bey and European Powers. an 

“The Bey binds himself for the future not to conclude any international Conve” 
without previous agreement with the French Government. : 7 ee 

‘‘ French Diplomatic Agents will take upon themselves the care of Tunisian inte” 
in foreign countries. ri 

“The financial system of the Government shall be regulated by France, in co! 
with the a assure a better performance of the State service of the Regency.  _. 

‘A latter Convention will determine the amount and mode of payment of the ™y 
indemnity to be paid by tribes which did not revolt, for which the Bey’s Government © 
make itself responsible. . oan 

“ Lastly, the Government of the Bey pledges itself to prevent the introductio™ , 
the southern frontier of Tunis, of arms or ammunition, which are a permanent dang? 
Algeria.” Rs 

The impression caused on us by the declarations of M. Ferry is vivid and prolo™ 
Our belief and our hope is that, when men turn their minds to a calm consideration ich 
facts and of the situation, the general opinion will soon fix itself on this formula, yea: 
alone seems to us to be just and correct. a 

The Treaty of the 12th May throws on France, and on France alone, a grave Te T 
sibility before the whole of Europe, and not before Italy alone ; which latter, consci0 ‘hot 
her own particular interests and of the rights which belong to her as well as to 4 
Powers, has, and ought to preserve, her liberty of appreciation in all its fulnes$ ae 
entirety. Be 


No. 276. , 
Lord Lyons to Earl Granville-—(Received May 20.) a 


(No. 490.) ‘ae 
My Lord, Paris, May 19, 19°" 
I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith to your Lordship the text of the +7 y, 
which was signed by the Bey of Tunis, and, on the part of the French GovernmeD> ~ 
General Bréard, on the 12th of this month. ee 
Ihave, &c. , 
(Signed) = LYON 
“a 


Inclosure in No. 276. > a 


ie 


Treaty between the French Republic and the Bey of Tunis, signed May 12, 1881. ie 
/ [See Inclosure in No. 250.] 


a 

' Mr. Reade to Earl Granville—(Received May 20.) _ 

0. 50. a 
ATclscrephae) Tunis, May 19, ee 3 
SHOULD notice be taken by the press of the refuge obtained at this Consul@™ gf | 


the President of the Municipality, I beg to say that I have come to an amicable sett" 


of the affair. an 
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ur Lordship, and that he need not be afraid of Her Majesty’s Government being 
, uated by any feelings of jealousy of the legitimate influence which the possession of 
Slers must give to France in Tunis, nor of the measures which might be thought 
“essary to provide for the security of her frontier. 
, T have, &ce. 
: y (Signed) HENRY ELLIOT. 


No. 285. 
Sir A. Paget to Earl Granville.—(Received May 23.) 


fips 205.) 
Y Lord, Rome, May 18, 1881. 

e DURING the Ministerial interregnum consequent upon the resignation of the Cairoli 

1 Net, there is, of course, very little of interest to be learnt at the Ministry for Foreign 


_ lealled upon M, Cairoli this morning, who informed me that he was only waiting for 
, i dointment of his successor in order to leave Rome with the intention of attending to 


 dealth, which required care, and of not returning here for some time. In reply to an 
ty I made, his Excellency gave the most categorical denial to a report which has 
pated in some of the papers, that he had appealed to Prince Bismarck to propose a 
erence for the settlement of the Tunisian difficulty. Such an idea, M. Cairoli said, 
~ hot even entered his mind. 

. . His Excellency then spoke of the circumstances which attended his resignation. He 
» ved that he might still have secured a majority, but in the then excitement in the 
“mber, he considered that he had acted patriotically by not affording the opportunity 
‘discussion, which might have been attended by regrettable consequences, in regard to 
“Maintenance of good relations with France. 

_ The acute excitement mg gee the proceedings of that country in Tunis appears to 
1. Somewhat abated by the fall of the late Administration and by the counter-excitement 
“ch is aroused respecting the upshot of the Ministerial crisis. But it would be a mistake 
Suppose that the feeling which has been created against France is likely soon to 
* There is scarcely an Italian with whom I have spoken who does not express himself 
1) © effect that Italy has been deceived, injured, and insulted by the French Government, 
. ey does not look forward to the time when these proceedings may be practically 
rt. Time may, of course, moderate these sentiments ; but the talk is now of the necessity 
»;UShing forward the completion of the yet unfinished iron-clads, of constructing land 


t., 8¢a defences, and of hastening the development of army organization, so as to be 


m,.. When the propitious moment, which is confidently anticipated as of certain 
tence within a shorter or a longer period, shall arrive. And there will be nothing 
) Surprising than that one of the first duties which the new Administration will be 
4.4, Upon to perform will be to give a stimulus to naval and military preparations, 
j ling thereby, of course, an increase in the Budgets of those Departments. It must be 
. Owledged that the French officious press is not a little responsible for having rendered 
€ keen the irritation which pervades the public mind in Italy in consequence of the 
*€dings of the French Government. 

. | I have, &c. 

a (Signed) A, PAGET. 


a No. 286. 
) 

Mo 211.) 
=. ord, Rome, May 21, 1881. 

if im HAVE the honour to inclose an extract and translation from the “ Official 
tiy, *¢” of yesterday, denying that the Italian Government have made any communica- 
0, . to other Governments with a view of submitting the Franco-Tunisian Treaty to a 


i. frence, 
i. I have, &e. 
(Signed) A. PAGET. 


Sir A. Paget to Earl Granville—(Received May 24.) 


[725] oT 
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": Barthélemy St. Hilaire to the Committee appointed by the Chamber of Deputies to 
‘port on the Bill to authorize the ratification of the Tunisian Treaty. 

_ The sittings of Committees of this kind are held with closed doors; but the aecount 
pe in the “ Temps,”’ though quite unofficial, is probably correct in substance. 

__M. Barthélemy St. Hilaire is reported in it to have confirmed the denial of the italian 
“Vvernment, that it had proposed that the Franco-Tunisian Treaty should be submitted to 
“wWopean Congress. 

| _ He is stated to have announced, in conjunction with M. Jules Ferry, that negotiations 
"ere about to be entered into with the Powers concerned for modifying the composition of 
“€ International Financial Commission at Tunis. ; | ; 

_ He appears to have accompanied this announcement with a declaration that there was 
question of the payment of the interest on the Tunisian Debt being guaranteed by 
. He seems to have affirmed, moreover, that special Conventions were to be entered 
0 by the Bey for reforms in the collection of the taxes and in the administration of 
7 Finally, the two Ministers are reported to have intimated that certain points on the 
“ast would be occupied by the French, with a view to prevent the importation of arms 


_ ‘Munitions of war. th & 
; ? ave, XC. 
: (Signed) " LYONS. 


4 
Cad 
ie 


- 
= 


q Inclosure in No. 288. 
§ Extract from “ Le Temps” of May 23, 1881. 


. Cuampre ves Dérurés. Le Trairé Franco-TUNISIEN.—La Commission du Traité 
»Qco-Tunisien, dont nous avons fait connaitre la composition hier aux derniéres nouvelles, 
‘st réunie immédiatement aprés son élection et a choisi pour Président M. Latrade et pour 
yy ctaire M. Borriglione. Puis elle a entendu MM. Jules Ferry et Barthélemy Saint- 
“Maire, qui s’étaient tenus & sa disposition des sa constitution. 
,. M. Jules Ferry a été entendu a 3 heures, puis il est revenu a 4 heures en 
*Mpagnie de M. Barthélemy Saint-Hilaire. De nombreuses questions ont été posées aux 
» (x Ministres, qui y ont répondu et ont fourni aussi des explications sur d’autres points 
~~ eux aoenerte par ces questions. 
yi Voici quelques renseignements sur les déclarations faites par les Ministres : 
},.,. D’abord M. Barthélemy Saint-Hilaire a confirmé le démenti que le Gouvernement 
1 a €n ait formulé officiellement la proposition tendant 8 soumettre le Traite Franco- 
“MWisien & un Congres des Représentants des Puissances Signataires du Traité de Berlin. 
ns. Ensuite le Ministre des Affaires Etrangeres a annoncé qu’il avait recu le matin 
; Me une dépéche par laquelle il était informé que la Porte renongait 4 envoyer des troupes 
~ *tipoli comme elle en avait concu le projet primitivement. 
“e deux Ministres ont ensuite dit que des négociations allaient étre engagées avec 
0 Puissances intéressées pour modifier la composition de la Commission Internationale de 
“te a des Finances ‘I'unisiennes, qui est formée actuellement d’un Frangais, un Anglais, et 
: an. 
»_ .M. Barthélemy Saint-Hilaire s’est longuement étendu sur la question de la dette 
_uuisienne et des droits des créanciers Frangais,et il a assuré, ainsi que le Président du Conseil, 
"© si le Gouvernement s’efforcait de faire respecter les droits de nos nationaux créanciers 
a la Régence, il-n’était nullement question de leur faire donner par Etat Francais une 
ntie d’intéréts. | 
he, Et ce qui concerne la réforme de l'administration Tunisienne au point de vue de la 
.eption des impdts, de la justice, le Gouvernement réglera ces questions par des 
~QVentions particuliéres avec le Bey. , di ; 

. Pour l’exécution des grands travaux publics destinés a asseolr définitivement l’influence 
 2Gaise en Tunisie, le Gouvernement a pris l'engagement de ne rien entreprendre sans 
lr consulté préalablement la Chambre. 

},, Enfin, les Ministres ont indiqué que nous allions faire occuper certains points du 
p, ral sud de la Tunisie pour empcher l’introduction des armes et des munitions de 


yi Aprés le départ des Ministres, la Commission a choisi M. Antonin Proust pour 
—“*pporteur. Le Rapport sera lu demain & 1 heure 4 la Commission et déposé 


a0 
a 
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No. 293. 
Mr. Reade to Earl Granville.-—(Received May 26.) 


“abe der of Telegram No. 50.) 
“Y Lord, Tunis, May 19, 1881. 

__ IF mention should be made in the newspapers that the President of this Municipality 
“8 found an asylum at this Consulate, I beg to inform your Lordship that the affair has 
~~" amicably settled. 

me . I have, &c. 

4 (Signed) THOS. F. READE. 


No. 294. 


The Secretary to the Admiralty to Lord Tenterden.—(Received May 26.) 

« Ohfidential.) 

ay Admiralty, May 26, 1881. 

_. 1 AM commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to transmit, for the 
» mation of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, the decypher of a telegram 
y ¢ the 24th May, from Captain Tryon, of Her Majesty’s ship “ Monarch,” at 


eo 
1 


I am, &c. 
(Signed) ROBERT HALL. 


Inclosure in No. 294. 
Captain Tryon to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


we *graphic.) “© Monarch,” at Tunis, May 24, 1881. 
,. PRENCH Senior Naval Officer assures me that if, as reported, “ Léopard” has 
““tched an English schooner when on passage from Malta to Sfax, it must be due to a 
‘ake, It would be contrary to orders. ‘‘ Léopard ” is under orders. 

No. 295. 

3 

Rn ; Lord Lyons to Earl Granville.—(Received May 26.) 
; mo 2.) 

Me phic.) Paris, May 25, 1881. 

_ YOUR telegram No. 248 of yesterday. 

j,, In answer to my inquiry, French Minister for Foreign Affairs writes to me that, in 
~» the Commander of the ‘ Léopard,” in consequence of a regrettable misunderstanding 
,,__his instructions, visited one or two more foreign vessels; that he was instructed to 
byret Suspected vessels, and to support the Tunisian authorities in repressing smuggling ; 
fy, hat he was by no means authorized to visit foreign vessels on the high seas, and that 
~S4 instructions have been sent to him to prevent any misunderstanding in future. 

th: nch Minister for Foreign Affairs adds that the French Minister at Tunis telegraphs 
@.. the incident concerning the British schooner has been the subject of a friendly 
jy. “2nge of explanations between the Commander of the ‘ Léopard ” and the Captain of 
tu. Majesty’s ship “Monarch,” who have come to a perfect understanding on their 
— €&ctive obligations. 

t No. 296. 


(N Earl Granville to Lord Lyons. 
My, 500 a.) 


te Lord, Foreign Office, May 26, 1881. 

| 2 HE French Ambassador called on me to-day, and, with reference to the proceedings 
“le “Stella” and the “ Léopard,” said that M. B. St. Hilaire had shown your Excel- 

| | "D ae of the Commander of the “ Léopard,” who had acted re ogee 

. 5 


its 
5 F 
wa 
at 


: 
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to his orders in searching the vessel on the high seas, and that further directions woul¢ © 
issued to prevent similar misunderstandings in future. ' ae 
I told M. Challemel-Lacour that I could not admit that the question whether ©” 
‘Stella’ had been searched on the high seas or within Tunisian waters would )® 
affected the matter. ; 
M. Challemel-Lacour was not prepared to discuss this point. ae 
I stated to him that, if a question were asked in Parliament, I would state that ©. 
incident had happened in contravention of orders, and that we were in friendly comm¥™ 
cation with the French Government on the subject. 7” 


- ® 


Iam, &e. | aa 
No. 297. 
Lord Lyons to Earl Granville-—(Received May 27.) ae ! 
(No. 520.) a 
My Lord, Paris, May 25, 188)... 


I HAD last evening the honour to receive the telegram in which your Lore} 
informed me that it had been reported to you that a British schooner, the “ Nova 9") 
had been overhauled and searched for gunpowder by the French vessel of ™ 
“‘Léopard,”’ and taken by that vessel to Sfax to undergo a further search by the 1ul® 
authorities. s 

In execution of your Lordship’s instructions, I sent early this morning a 10” tad 
M. Barthélemy St. Hilaire to inquire whether the French Government had heard any*” 
of this matter, and in the afternoon I made a verbal representation to his Excellen¢) — 
the subject. = 

I have the honour to inclose a copy of my note to M. Barthélemy St. Hilaire “.. 
also copies of a note and inclosure which have been addressed to me in reply 9) 
Excellency this evening. a 

I have already forwarded to your Lordship, by telegraph, the substance of Gs 
communication from the French Minister for Foreign Affairs. og 

It is stated in the note that the “ Léopard” was sent to inspect a part of the “¢, 
of Tunis in order to prevent smuggling, and that the Commander, in consequen©® ©... 
mistake, which is regretted, of the meaning of his instructions (“ par suite d’une M& 
regrettable sur la portée de ses instructions”), proceeded to overhaul (“visiter”) one of ™ 
foreign vessels, suspected of being engaged in smuggling gunpowder. tng 

It is affirmed, moreover, that the Commander was instructed only to watch susp! 42 
vessels, and in case of need to support by force the Tunisian authorities (‘‘ préter malls 
aux autorités Tunisiennes) in suppressing smuggling; but that he was by no ™. .. 
authorized to visit foreign vessels on the high sea; and it is added that his instru” — 
have been formally renewed so as to prevent any mistake in future. Pr ,0 

Finally it is mentioned in the note that the French Resident at Tunis reports that) 8 
affair of the ‘‘ Nova Stella” has formed the subject of a friendly exchange of expla 4 ip 
between the Commander of the ‘ Léopard,” and the captain of Her Majesty’ Set 
“ Monarch,” and that these two officers have come to a perfect gag on Ie 
respective duties (“que ces deux officiers se sont mis parfaitement d’accord S¥ 
obligations qui leur incombent respectivement ”). .. the 

The letter from the Minister of Marine, a copy of which forms the inclosure vf he 
note, states more distinctly the nature of the instructions given to the Commanders ©" og 
Léopard,” and of another small vessel sent to cruise on the Tunisian coast 0°" i<j 
Djerbah and Mehedia. It says that these instructions forbid the Commanders to |i 
foreign vessels, and that when they have reason to suspect the destination of igh 
vessels, they are to confine themselves to directing the attention of the +”) of 
authorities to them, and to leave it to those authorities to prevent the lane's 
contraband articles. Tie F 

am WCe = 4a 
(Signed) LY ons. 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 297. 


Lord Lyons to M. Barthélemy St. Hilazre. 


_,. IT is reported to Her Majesty’s Government that on the 19th instant the French 
“Ip of war “ Léopard ” overhauled the British schooner “ Nova Stella,” and insisted 
_ Searching her for gunpowder ; and, that, not satisfied with the search, the “ Léopard” 
“corted the British schooner to Sfax, where she is to be closely inspected by the local 
“Uthorities in the presence of a Dragoman of the British Consular Agency. 7 
_, Lord Lyons is instructed to inquire whether the French Government is in possession 
“any information respecting this matter. . 

= Lyons ventures to ask M. Barthélemy St. Hilaire for an early answer to this 
“quiry, and he avails himself, &c. 

Paris, May 25, 1881. 


+ 


Inclosure 2 in No. 297. 


M. Barthélemy St. Hilaire to Lord Lyons. 


=. Y Ambassadeur, Paris, le 25 Mai, 1881. 
, VOUS w’avez fait l’honneur de m’adresser une note en date de ce jour pour me 
*emander les informations que je pourrais avoir au sujet d’une visite faite 4 bord d’un 
“timent Anglais dans les environs du Sfax, par laviso Frangais ‘“ Léopard,” visite qui 
Nrait eu pour but la recherche de poudre de guerre. 3 

», ai appris, en effet, que le Commandant du _ Léopard,” qui a été chargé derniérement 
“Xspecter une partie des cétes de la Tunisie afin d’empécher lintroduction de la 
‘Ontrebande, a, par suite d'une méprise regrettable sur la portée de ses instructions, 
Procédé & la visite d’une ou plusieurs barques étrangéres suspectées d’introduire fraudu- 


“'sement de la poudre dans les Etats du Bey. 


nit 
\ 


,,, Des que j’ai été informé de ce fait, je me suis empressé d’en référer 4 mon collégue le 
Ministre de la Marine, qui m’a fait connaitre le 22 de ce mois les termes des ordres 
~nés au Commandant de |’aviso Frangais. Il en résulte que cet officier a seulement été 
Mvité A surveiller les navires suspects et a préter au besoin main-forte aux autorités 
, Wisiennes pour Ja répression de la contrebande, mais qu’il n’a nullement été autorisé 
“Visiter des batiments étrangers en haute mer. Ces instructions viennent de lui étre 
“Srmellement renouvelées de maniére 4 empécher tout malentendu a Vavenir. Au surplus, 
‘h télégramme que je recois aujourd’hui méme du Résident Frangais 4 Tunisie m’annonce 
ate Lincident dont il s’agit a fait V’objet d’un échange amical d’explications entre le 
_oM™mandant de Vaviso Francais et le Commandant du “Monarch,” de la Marine 
‘yale Britannique, et que ces deux officiers se sont mis parfaitement d’accord sur les 
gations qui leur incombent respectivement. 

. Agréez, &c. 

(Signé) B. ST. HILAIRE. 


hs, 
, 


% P.S.—J’ai Phonneur de vous envoyer ci-joint le texte méme de la lettre de mon 
“lléeue de la Marine. 
' G5. Oa. ‘Hs 


~ 
) 
i 
i” 


% Inclosure 3 in No. 297. 


Admiral Cloud to M. Barthélemy St. Hilaire. 


“Mle Ministre, | Paris, le 22 Mai, 1881. 
-, JAI Phonneur de vous accuser réception des deux communications, datées du 
a4 Mai, que je viens de recevoir de vous: l'un est I’extrait d’une dépéche télégraphique de 
F th Ministre Résident 4 Tunisie, qui signale les inconvénients auxquels pourrait donner 
| v1 \la visite en pleine mer, par nos navires de guerre et sans dénonciation de blocus, des 
| ents étrangers suspects de contrebande dans le Golfe de Gabes ; par l'autre, motivée 
€ment par ces faits de contrebande, vous me demandez si la marine ne pourrait pas 

ir dans ces parages deux garde-cétes a faible tirant d’eau. 

.. Depuis le début des opérations en Tunisie les Agents de votre Département ayant 
- pBnalé la nécessité d’une surveillance de la cdte entre Djerbah et Mehediah, j’ai donné 
dre au “Corse” et au “Léopard” de s’établir en croisiére sur ces points. Les 
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instructions données aux Capitaines leur ont interdit la visite des navires étrangets? 
lorsqu’ils ont des motifs de suspecter la destination de certains bitiments, ils dotv® si 
se borner & les signaler aux autorités Tunisiennes et laisser a celles-ci-le soin de s oppose | 
au débarquement de la contrebande. ae 
Ces instructions seront maintenues et la surveillance continuera a s’exercer avec ® 
Vefticacité permise en employant nos canonniéres qui sont nos plus petits batiments, PY 
dont malheureusement le tirant d’eau est encore trop fort pour qu’ils puissent naviguet ®” 
les bas-fonds qui régnent sur certains points du Golfe de Gabés. a, 
Agréez, &e. us - 
(Signé) G. CLOU — 


No. 298. 


Lord Lyons to Earl Granville —(Received May 27.) 
rt 524.) an 
y Lord, . Paris, May 26, 188% 
THE Bill passed by the Chamber of Deputies to authorize the ratification of a 
Franco-Tunisian Treaty was laid on the table of the Senate yesterday by M. Jules Fert); 
the President of the Council of Ministers. a 
A division was taken on a motion that the Bureaux should assemble immediately" 
ee the Treaty, the result of which was that the motion was carried by 180 V°"" 
to 2. | 
~ disorderly scene was occasioned by M. de Gavardie, but had apparently no influen”” 
on the vote. ae 
It is supposed that the Bill will be passed to-morrow or the next day. a 


No. 299. 
Earl Granville to Sir A. Paget. 


_ (No. 222. Confidential.) om 
Sir, Foreign Office, May 27, 198: 
THE Italian Ambassador called upon me this afternoon and said that he had rece, 4 
from his Government a telegraphic message from Count Corti, in which the latter dept 
that there had been any conversations between him and Lord Salisbury on the subject ™ 
the possible annexation of Tripoli by Italy. i; 
Some articles in the English newspapers, General Menabrea said, and the answe a 

Sir Charles Dilke toa question put to him in the House of Commons yesterday, made 
desirous of knowing the real facts of the case: pee? 
I told his Excellency that I had seen no documents which proved that there had D& 
any communication between Lord Salisbury and Count Corti on this subject. 4 


lam, &c. ‘: 
(Signed) | GRANVILLE — 


f 


No. 300. 


Sir G. Balfour to Sir C. Dilke-—(Received May 28.) 3 
Dear Sir Charles, 6, Cleveland Gardens, Hyde Park, May 26, 18 oft 
IN the despatch of the 20th May, p. 12 of No. 3, the claim of right to the 6 
of Bizerta is made, but on the condition of the channel from the sea to the Jake 
deepened. Though I did not visit Bizerta when at Tunis, yet I failed not to inquire Oat 
the much-praised port, and I came to the conclusion that it was not of the imp° 
which our Consul-General, Sir R. Wood, placed on it. | 
It is not impossible to deepen the channel by dredging, but I doubt if the dred 
could make the channel of the great depth at the sea entrance which is found at the 1 
near the port. There the depth is very great. Bay 
The Bay of Bizerta is very far from being safe ; indeed it is far less so than the 
of Tunis, which is much more sheltered. 


| & 169 

| The improvement contemplated at Bizerta must be in the bay, and this view is borne 

_* by the French Minister’s declarations. 

},,. ord Lyons, in his despatch of the 5th May, p. 78 of No. 2, states that it would 
1 te 4,000,0001. at least to form a harbour at Bizerta. Now the port is as good a 

‘|, ,0ur as could be made, provided the channel could be deepened and kept deep; and at 

‘| 4‘ of despatch of the 7th May, No. 3, again the French Minister makes mention of 

 S'Zantic works necessary to transform this position into a military port; thus again 


SUC 


t on ing that the new port is intended to be made on the outside of the present remarkable 


‘|, The works required for Tunis, as well as for Bizerta, are far more gigantic than those 
" jted for Dover Bay, and as I was on the Committee on Dover Harbour, I do not 
, “late to estimate the cost for these works at more than 3 millions. 

|). How much more than that sum for Bizerta may be guessed when one knows that 
| ‘Yer is at present safer for vessels. 

‘| My object in writing is to show that if the French improve Bizerta it will be by 
'|,,°? works in the bay, and not alone by deepening the channel leading into the present 
| of Bizerta. 

», We ought to have on the records of the Admiralty a Report on Bizerta and on Tunis 
|... by a superior officer of the English navy, made about 1830. I have failed to 
‘|g, ttain who the officer was. But the French rely on that Report, and pronounced thirty- 
‘14 Years ago that “la baie de Bizerte, qui git entre le Cap Blanc et le Cap Zehib, est 
| “Mauvaise; les navires n’y sont jamais en sireté.” 
— Yours, &e. 


a (Signed) G. BALFOUR. 


: , _ P.S.—If the French carry out all the promised improvements in the Tunisian 
tory, then the expenditure will be enormous for irrigating works alone, at least 
yi, Per acre, and 200 irrigated acres per square mile, or fully 12 millions for the 
“Tle irrigated area in the Regency. ah 


No. 301. 


q Mr. Reade to Earl Granville.—(Received May 28, 4°30 P.M.) 

ym 96 [P].) 

| “graphic. Tunis, May 28, 1881, 10°10 a.m. 
,. “ QUESTION has arisen between an Englishman living near Mater and the General 

} “Manding the French troops in that district. I give particulars by post. 

| the Prime Minister is to proceed on the 2nd June on a special mission to Paris. 


| 3 No. 302. 
fre Mr. Goschen to Earl Granville-—(Received May 30.) 
14,2: 406.) 


a ‘Lora, Constantinople, May 21, 1881. 
_}4,, WITH reference to your Lordship’s despatch No. 334 of the 4th instant, the Russian 
|), 22Ssador assures me that his Excellency Musurus Pasha was in error in informing 
~}y,.¢ Lordship that he (the Russian Ambassador) had stated to the Porte that his Govern- 
|," would be ready to join with the British and Italian Governments in endeavouring to 
q Ny to some understanding with the Porte and with the French Government respecting 
| “airs of Tunis. 


I have, &e. 
(Signed) GEORGE J. GOSCHEN. 


i 
| 
| 
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“etween France and Tunis, some Arabs residing in the neighbourhood of the Enfida estate 
foceeded to the house (Dar-el-Bey) which stands on that property, with the apparent 
“Mention of attacking the three Frenchmen and a woman by whom it is temporarily 
°ccupied. It appears that a number of people in the service of Mr. Levy came 
"mediately to the assistance of the French subjects, and, after driving the Arabs away, 
;corted them to Tunis. A body of 100 cavalry, under the command of a Colonel, has, 
"y the Bey’s orders, been sent to the Enfida, for the purpose of insuring the future 
“curity of the French subjects referred to. 

4 I have, &c. 

‘ (Signed) THOS. F. READE. 


7 No. 307. 
4s Mr. Reade to Earl Granville.—(Received May 31.) 
{p ' 
VXtender of Telegram No. 53.) 

4y Lord, Tunis, May 23, 1881. 
«,, PHE French war-steamer “ Léopard” came up with a British schooner, called the 
puova Stella,” when wind-bound in the shoals of the Island of Kerkena. The 
3°mmander of the former insisted on having the schooner searched for gunpowder, and 
_€ was accordingly boarded and subjected to a close inspection. It was not, however, 
*9%ssible to search the vessel thoroughly, on account of the way m which her cargo was 
“Owed, so the French naval officer permitted her to proceed to Sfax, and the “ Léopard ” 
{companied her until her arrival at that port. On a demand being subsequently made by 
local authorities at Sfax, the “Nuova Stella” was again searched, conformably with 
© regulations of the port, and in the presence of a Dragoman of the British Consular 
“gency. I have applied for further and more authentic particulars. 
: I have, &c. 
(Signed) THOS. F. READE. 


No. 308. 


tr ; Sir A. Paget to Earl Granville-—(Received May 31.) 

Xo. 214, | 

~Y Lord, ) Rome, May 26, i881. 
“y I HAVE the honour to forward herewith to your Lordship, a paragraph from the 
a talie of this day, containing a telegram received by the Italian Minister for Foreign 
a. ~ from Count Corti, Italian Minister at Constantinople, upon the subject of 
“poli. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) A. PAGET. 


Inclosure in No. 308. 
a Extract from the ‘Italie’ of May 26, 1881. 


) dy La Trrpotirains.—Le Ministre des Affaires Etrangéres a regu le télégramme suivant 
a Comte Corti, Ambasssadeur de Sa Majesté 4 Constantinople : 

«g, Un télégramme de l’Agence Havas, arrivé ce matin 4 Constantinople, dit que le 
| MY idard ” parle d’un document diplomatique rendant compte d'une conversation entre 
« ‘ Waddington, le Comte Corti, et le Marquis de Salisbury. Il résulterait de cette con- 
“vagttion qu’il avait été convenu que I’Italie pourrait prendre la Tripolitaine si la France 
Deut exait la Tunisie. Une pareille conversation n’ayant jamais eu lieu, le document ne 
_* €tre qu’apocryphe. 
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f Inclosure in No. 312. 


Captain Tryon to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


-> | ** Monarch,” Goletta, May 25, 1881. 
., YESTERDAY afternoon, 24th May, Mr. Reade acquainted me “that an English 
y Ooner, the ‘Nova Stella,’ when on her way from Malta to Sfax, when off the 
yy senha Islands, was searched without permission by the French war-steamer ‘ Léopard,’ 
,0 sent a boat to her for the purpose. Not being satisfied, owing to the way the c 

4, Stowed, she was ordered to keep company, and the ‘ Léopard” escorted her to Sfax, 
mt she was subsequently searched by consent, and her cargo found according to 
p lifest.” At Sfax she was searched in the presence of an officer from the English 
ySulate by the Tunisian authorities. This form of searching, Mr. Reade tells me, is 
 *'ding to agreement. 

* ~ Asai announcing this had left for England, and Mr. Reade had himself 
. 3. Thinking the matter of some importance, and open to be represented in so many 
8, I went frankly to Captain Riennier, the French Senior Naval Officer here, under 
4 °Se orders the “ Léopard ” is, who disclaims the act as reported, and I telegraphed to 
~® Admiralty and Commander-in-chief. 

»,..4: It was my intention to have sent the ‘‘ Condor” to inquire and report, but after 
? interview with Captain Riennier I annulled her sailing. 

». » I felt that over-haste, in the presence of a man-of-war specially sent, might 
4 88erate the importance of an affair so far very imperfectly known, and intensify a feeling 
hy Undoubtedly exists among partizans of all sides, and in all questions, in this com- 
~“Nity, and a little delay could not affect the merits of the case. 

x At Sfax we have a Consular Agent, an Italian, and Mr. Reade tells me he can 
St him, . 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) G. TRYON. 


No. 314. 


Sir A. Paget to Earl Granville —(Received June 3, 9:15 P.M.) 


me 51.) 
“€graphic.) Rome, June 3, 1881, 6 P.M. 
M,. MINISTER for Foreign Affairs has just informed me that Tunisian Minister, 
4, Stafa, and the Director of the Tunisian Ministry for Foreign Affairs, are leaving Tunis 
th». for Paris, and that he believes a new Treaty is to be negotiated there to replace 
). Signed at Tunis, and modifying some of the clauses of the latter which may be 
_ “ated to give rise to difficulties. 

2 No. 315. 

& 

ty, 57, Mr. Reade to Earl Granville.—(Received June 4, 8 P.M.) 

[ phic.) : Tunis, June 4, 1881, 1°10 P.M. 

4 “ Léopard ” boarded the “ Santa Maria” on the 23rd May. 

, This information just received after reference to Consular Agency. 


a No. 316, 
{N, fea Mr. Plunkett to Earl Granville.—(Received June 6.) 

os ) Therapia, May 31, 1881. 
Royse HAVE the honour to inclose copy of an official communique which the Ottoman 
the t4ment has had published in the Constantinople papers of yesterday, denying 


dg 4ssertion that the Porte had itself admitted the independence of Tunis, in a document 
_Tessed to the French Ambassador in 1864. 
I have, &c. 


(Signed) F. R. PLUNKETT. 


[725] 2Y 
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Inclosure in No. 316. : i 


Newspaper Extract. ig 
, es 
Tue TuNIstan QrvestTIoN.—The “ Constantinople Messenger” of the 25th ms" i 
reproduces an article of the Paris “Temps,” in which the following passage occurs hl 
‘France has produced an official document, addressed in 1864 by the ey 
Minister for Foreign Affairs to M. de Moustier, at that time French Ambassad "ea 
Constantinople. In this document the Sublime Porte expresses its satisfaction at 8% 
the French possessions in Africa separated from Turkish territory by an indepe”” 
country such as the Regency of Tunis.” a 
These data furnished by the “Temps” are utterly erroneous and fantasti |. 
facts are as follows :—In 1864 M. de Moustier had inquired if the Sublime Porte 2®° | 7 
intention of modifying the status quo in Tunis, according to the reports which had rea®' 
his Government. The Sublime Porte replied to this inquiry that it had no inten’ i 
changing whatsoever in the order of things established in Tunis, and that His ™ ede 
would always maintain the rights which he had inherited from his ancestors. “iy 
Moustier was pleased to take note of this declaration, and in his reply took no € 
to the affirmation made by Aali Pasha of the sovereign rights of His Majesty the 
_ over the Province of Tunis. 
Ministry for Foreign Affairs, i 
May +$, 1881. ia 
4 


oper 
[ae ae 
P 


: 
- 


No, 317. ” Say | 
Mr. Wyndham to Earl Granville.-—(Received June 6.) 


Og 260.) a ; 
y Lord, St. Petersburgh, June |, l or 
WITH reference to my despatch No. 205, Confidential, of the 11th ultimo, it @PF jis 
that M. de Giers wished me to understand that, Russia having no interests in Tu®® iy 
Excellency thought that the Russian Government should abstain from any initiative at 


Pees which has arisen between France and Tunis, and wait to see what the ~~ 
owers did. 


I have, &c. BF 
(Signed) HUGH WYNDBS* B 
a 

No. 318. 
Sir A. Paget to Earl Granville-—(Received June 8.) 


E 
(No. 232. Confidential.) a1. ; 
My Lord, Rome, June 8, 189 ig] 
I CALLED on M. Mancini the day after his accession to the Ministry for *% gy] 
Affairs, but did not find him at home, and this afternoon his Excellency returned © 
visit. «igh 
His Excellency spoke of the pleasure it would give him to co-operate in mainte” ig 
the friendly relations which had always existed between our two countries, and S@" J 
nothing would be wanting on his part to render those relations more cordial. tol? 
He very shortly referred to the Tunisian affair, and, contrary to what had er 
me a few days since by M. Depretis, as reported in my despatch No. 227, Confide?’ | 
the Ist instant, said that it was a question which had made a deep impressio® oP | 
country. It was not alone the action of France which had aroused the national 5°" pe 
tibility in Italy, but her mode of action. He had, he said, received letters ®,-,es!9 | 
provinces which spoke very strongly on the subject. He spoke of the proximity O° ” y yey 
to the Italian coast, and the constant menace it would be to Italy should it eventual! zz 
‘annexed to the Algerian Colony and become a French military port. ‘Jeo el 
I observed to his Excellency that the French Government had disclaimed all 1°”, rh 
annexation by France of the port of Bizerta, or of expending upon it the necess@™_ jolt] 
for making it a military port, a point which had been duly noticed in your Lordships id! | 
to the French Ambassador in London of the 20th ultimo; that no doubt the ¢ bat] 
Government would now be anxious to remove any feelings of irritation which mig . 
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risen in Italy in consequence of recent occurrences ; and I presumed that such endeavours 
Would be met in a corresponding spirit on the part of the Italian Government. 

As to the question of Bizerta, M. Mancini did not appear at all reassured. He said 
that whatever might be the present intentions of the French Government, it might well 
2 expected that they might be drawn, by the force of circumstances, into going further 
than they now contemplated. The attitude of Italy, he said, must of course be regulated 
*y whether the French occupation partook of a ermanent, or a temporary, character. 

_ His Excellency then informed me that he had news from Tunis that the Minister 
Mustafa, and the Director of the Ministry for Foreign Affairs—a creation of M. Roustan’s 
were leaving Tunis to-day for Paris, where he believed that a new Treaty would be 
Negotiated, to replace that signed on the 12th May, and modifying some of the clauses of 
| the latter which might be calculated to create difficulties in execution with other Powers. 
, Inreply to my inquiry as to which clause his Excellency referred to, he named the 
‘Ourth, by which the French Government guarantees the execution of the Treaties between 
“he Regency and the European Powers. 

___ Tagain referred to your Lordship’s note to M. Challemel-Lacour of the 20th May, in 
Which your Lordship takes note of the [Vth Article, and of the assurance of M. Barthélemy : 
‘St. Hilaire that al existing Conventions between Tunis and foreign Powers will be 
Naintained and respected, and I asked his Excellency if the Italian Government had made, 
contemplated making, any communication of a similar purport to the French Govern- 
“Ment, to which he replied, that the policy of the Italian Government was one of entire 
Passiveness, and to do nothing which should imply, in any way, a recognition or acceptance 
Of the acts of the French Government in Tunis. 

___M. Mancini then said that it would be of great interest to the Italian Government 
‘0 watch closely what was taking place at Paris in regard to the negotiations of the new 
treaty ; but he was placed in a position of great embarrassment owing to General Cialdini 
paving resigned, excepting on certain conditions which it was impossible for him, M. Mancini, 
accept. 


I have, &e. 
(Signed) A. PAGET. 


2 


No. 319. 


Lord Lyons to Earl Granville—(Received June 8.) 


ANo. 561.) 

: i Lord, Paris, June 7, 1881. 

__ I SPOKE to M. Barthélemy St. Hilaire this afternoon of the statements in the 
Tewspapers that Mustapha Pasha, the Prime Minister of Tunis, was coming to Paris at 


the head of a Mission from the Bey. 
. M. Barthélemy St. Hilaire said that a desire that Mustapha Pasha should come to 


4 Paris to place his relations with the French Government on a suitable footing had been 
- pressed by the Bey and by Mustapha himself, but that he did not think that Mustapha 


“ad yet left Tunis. 
-,, On the other hand, there was, his Excellency said, no truth in the reports that 


[ Mustapha’s mission would be to obtain a revisal of the Treaty of the 12th of last month. 
The French Government was not, he added, disposed to allow anything of the kind. 
+Xperience might show hereafter that some modification might be desirable, but the 
greet Government had no intention of modifying the Treaty so soon after it had been 


Signed. 
- I have, &e. 
’ (Signed) LYONS. 


h iF as 
No. 320. 
Mr. Reade to Earl Granville —(Received June 9.) 


{Extender of Telegram No. 56 [?].) 
“ty Lord 


Tunis, May 27, 1881, 
AN Englishman residing near Mater has got into difficulty with the General in 
~ Command of the French troops quartered in that district. Further particulars are 
-hansmitted by post. 


